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Principles and Guidelines 

Key Questions 

Examiners will consider the following key points for all questions: 

1. Is there a focus on and understanding of the question?
2. How much does the candidate know the text as a whole?

Key Messages 

 The weightings of the AOs are not an indication of their quantity within a response.
AO2 is a harder skill than AO1 therefore we would not expect to see 50% of a
response consisting of AO2 even where the weighting for AO2 is 50%.

 Candidates will not be penalised for including contextual references in questions
where AO3 is not assessed. An understanding of some contextual factors can be
rewarded under AO1.

 Subject terminology such as 'phrase', 'sentence' and 'word' will be rewarded under
AO2 along with a range of other terms.

 Implicit AO2 and short AO2 comments that go beyond feature spotting will be
credited.

 The extract that is printed as part of the source based response is there to help the
candidates. Examiners will mark the response to the question as a whole. Please
refer to the amplified assessment grid for more detail.

 Context will often be implicit and should be rewarded as such. It can be
taught and interpreted in a flexible way. Context can be about the time and place in
which the author was writing and how these may have affected different aspects of
the author's work. However it may also be explored through:

 Social structures in the text
 Relationships within the text
 Locations within the text
 An appreciation of cultural references and factors within the text
 The genre of texts
 Any other features which allow a reader to further understand

the meaning of a text

 Candidates are expected to produce a balanced response to the poetry
comparison. Where responses are unbalanced, candidates will be self-penalising
as they will not be able to access the higher bands of AO1 and AO2 which require a
sustained focus on the task.

 Comparison will be rewarded whether it is integrated or through a discrete
paragraph, examiners are agnostic about the proportions of discussion devoted to
each poem and to the style and structure of comparison. They will mark positively
and mark what is there.

 In the unseen poetry section, candidates may or may not refer to the poem's effect
on them personally but do need to talk about effects (on readers)

 Examiners are mindful that these are unseen poems and they will be rewarded as
such.
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oa
ch

 t
o

 th
e 

ta
sk

 a
n

d
 

an
al

ys
e 

th
e

 e
xt

ra
ct

 a
nd

 w
id

er
 te

xt
 c

rit
ic

al
ly

; 
sh

o
w

 a
 p

er
ce

pt
iv

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

o
f 

th
e

 e
xt

ra
ct

 
an

d
 w

id
er

 te
xt

, 
en

ga
gi

ng
 fu

lly
, p

er
ha

ps
 w

ith
 

so
m

e 
or

ig
in

al
ity

 in
 th

ei
r 

pe
rs

on
al

 r
es

po
ns

e;
 

th
ei

r 
re

sp
o

ns
es

 in
cl

ud
e 

pe
rt

in
e

nt
, d

ire
ct

 
re

fe
re

nc
es

 fr
om

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

ex
tr

ac
t a

nd
 w

id
er

 
te

xt
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 q
u

ot
at

io
ns

. 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
an

al
ys

e 
an

d 
ap

pr
ec

ia
te

 w
rit

er
s’

 u
se

 o
f l

an
gu

ag
e

, 
fo

rm
 a

nd
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

; m
ak

e 
as

su
re

d 
re

fe
re

nc
e 

to
 

m
ea

ni
ng

s 
an

d 
ef

fe
ct

s 
ex

pl
or

in
g 

a
n

d
 e

va
lu

at
in

g 
th

e 
w

a
y 

m
ea

ni
ng

 a
nd

 id
ea

s 
ar

e 
co

nv
e

ye
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

la
n

gu
ag

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

an
d 

fo
rm

; 
u

se
 p

re
ci

se
 s

ub
je

ct
 te

rm
in

ol
og

y 
in

 a
n

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 
co

nt
ex

t. 


P

er
ce

pt
iv

e 
/in

ci
si

ve
/ s

ha
rp

/ e
va

lu
a

tiv
e 

po
in

ts
, p

er
ha

ps
 o

ffe
rin

g
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
ns

 u
si

ng
 te

nt
at

iv
e 

la
ng

ua
ge


A

n 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

an
d 

ap
pr

ec
ia

tio
n 

of
 s

u
b-

te
xt

 m
a

y 
w

el
l b

e 
ev

id
en

t


V
er

y 
fo

cu
se

d 
on

 th
e 

qu
es

tio
n 

as
ke

d
 a

nd
 th

e 
re

sp
o

ns
e 

is
 w

el
l-

st
ru

ct
ur

ed
 a

nd
 c

le
ar


W

el
l j

ud
ge

d,
 a

pt
 a

nd
 o

fte
n 

in
te

gr
at

ed
 r

ef
er

e
nc

es
 (

in
di

re
ct

di
sc

us
si

on
 o

r 
al

lu
si

on
 to

 th
e 

po
em

) 
an

d 
qu

ot
at

io
ns


D

et
a

ile
d 

/ s
en

si
tiv

e
 / 

in
si

gh
tfu

l /
 fo

re
ns

ic
 a

na
ly

si
s 

of
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

la
ng

ua
ge

 o
r 

fo
rm

 o
r 

st
ru

ct
ur

e


O
ve

rv
ie

w
  (

w
h

e
re

 th
in

gs
 fi

t i
n

to
 th

e 
bi

g
ge

r 
p

ic
tu

re
)

4 

10
-1

2
 

m
ar

ks
 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
su

st
ai

n
 fo

cu
s 

o
n

 th
e 

ta
sk

, c
on

ve
y 

id
e

as
 w

ith
 

co
ns

id
er

ab
le

 c
oh

er
en

ce
 a

nd
 u

se
 a

n 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 r
eg

is
te

r;
 u

se
 a

 th
ou

gh
tfu

l a
pp

ro
ac

h 
to

 th
e

 ta
sk

; s
h

o
w

 a
 s

ec
ur

e 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

o
f 

ke
y 

as
pe

ct
s 

of
 th

e 
ex

tr
ac

t a
nd

 w
id

er
 te

xt
, 

w
ith

 
co

ns
id

er
ab

le
 e

ng
ag

em
en

t; 
su

pp
or

t a
nd

 ju
st

ify
 

th
ei

r 
re

sp
o

ns
es

 b
y 

w
el

l-c
h

os
en

 d
ire

ct
 

re
fe

re
nc

e 
to

 th
e 

ex
tr

ac
t a

nd
 w

id
er

 te
xt

, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

qu
o

ta
tio

ns
. 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
di

sc
us

s 
an

d 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

ly
 a

na
ly

se
 w

ri
te

rs
’ u

se
 o

f 
la

ng
ua

ge
, f

or
m

 a
nd

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
; m

ak
e 

th
ou

gh
tfu

l 
re

fe
re

nc
e 

to
 th

e 
m

ea
n

in
gs

 a
nd

 e
ffe

ct
s 

o
f s

ty
lis

tic
 

fe
at

ur
es

 u
se

d 
b

y 
th

e
 w

rit
er

; 
u

se
 a

pt
 s

ub
je

ct
 te

rm
in

ol
og

y.
 


T

ho
ug

ht
fu

l, 
m

o
re

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 p

oi
nt

s,
 th

at
 m

ak
e 

in
fe

re
nc

es
 a

n
d

be
gi

n
 to

 e
va

lu
a

te


K
ee

ps
 a

 c
le

ar
 fo

cu
s 

on
 th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

re
sp

on
se


A

 w
id

er
 r

an
ge

 o
f r

ef
er

en
ce

s 
an

d 
de

ta
ils

 fr
om

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

po
em

 th
at

sh
o

w
s 

a 
se

cu
re

 u
nd

er
st

a
nd

in
g 

 o
f t

he
 q

ue
st

io
n 

an
d

 th
e 

po
em


A

pt
, w

el
l c

ho
se

n,
 s

up
po

rt
in

g 
 r

ef
er

en
ce

s 
an

d 
qu

ot
at

io
ns


S

ec
ur

e,
 m

or
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
ex

pl
an

at
io

ns
 o

f t
he

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 la

ng
ua

ge
 o

r
fo

rm
 o

r 
st

ru
ct

ur
e
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3 7-
9

 
m

ar
ks

 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
fo

cu
s 

o
n

 th
e

 ta
sk

, c
on

ve
y 

id
ea

s 
w

ith
 g

en
er

al
 

co
he

re
nc

e 
an

d 
us

e
 a

 m
o

st
ly

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 
re

g
is

te
r;

 u
se

 a
 s

tr
ai

gh
tfo

rw
ar

d 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 to

 th
e 

ta
sk

; s
ho

w
 a

n
 u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 o
f k

e
y 

as
pe

ct
s 

o
f 

th
e 

ex
tr

ac
t a

nd
 w

id
er

 te
xt

, 
w

ith
 e

ng
ag

em
en

t; 
su

pp
or

t a
nd

 ju
st

ify
 th

ei
r 

re
sp

on
se

s 
b

y 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 d
ire

ct
 r

ef
er

en
ce

 t
o 

th
e

 e
xt

ra
ct

 a
nd

 
w

id
er

 te
xt

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 q

uo
ta

tio
ns

. 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
co

m
m

en
t o

n
 a

nd
 b

eg
in

 to
 a

na
ly

se
 w

ri
te

rs
’ u

se
 o

f 
la

ng
ua

ge
, f

or
m

 a
nd

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
; m

ak
e 

so
m

e 
re

fe
re

nc
e 

to
 m

ea
ni

ng
s 

an
d 

e
ffe

ct
s;

 
u

se
 r

el
ev

an
t s

ub
je

ct
 te

rm
in

ol
og

y.
 


C

le
ar

 b
ut

 u
nd

e
ve

lo
p

ed
 p

oi
nt

s 
pe

rh
ap

s 
la

ck
in

g 
in

 in
fe

re
nc

e


R
es

po
ns

e 
no

t a
lw

a
ys

 fo
cu

se
d 

on
 th

e 
qu

es
tio

n


U
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o

f t
he

 m
ai

n 
ch

a
ra

ct
er

s/
ev

en
ts

/id
ea

s


S
ta

rt
s 

to
 m

ak
e

 r
ef

er
en

ce
s 

fr
om

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

po
em

 b
ut

 th
es

e 
m

a
y

la
ck

 r
an

ge
 o

r 
ta

ke
 a

 n
ar

ra
tiv

e 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 b

y 
si

m
pl

y 
sa

yi
ng

 w
ha

t
ha

pp
en

s


T
he

re
 w

ill
 b

e 
re

le
va

nt
 r

ef
er

en
ce

s 
to

 th
e

m
es

 / 
ev

e
nt

s/
id

ea
s


S

om
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 la
ng

ua
ge

 o
r 

fo
rm

 o
r 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
ar

e
lik

el
y 

at
 th

e 
to

p 
en

d 
of

 th
e 

ba
nd

.

2 4-
6

 
m

ar
ks

 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
ha

ve
 s

o
m

e
 fo

cu
s 

on
 th

e 
ta

sk
, c

on
ve

y 
id

ea
s 

w
ith

 s
o

m
e

 c
oh

er
en

ce
 a

n
d

 s
om

et
im

es
 u

se
 a

n 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 r
eg

is
te

r;
 u

se
 a

 li
m

ite
d 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 to
 

th
e 

ta
sk

; s
ho

w
 s

om
e

 u
nd

er
st

an
d

in
g 

o
f k

e
y 

as
pe

ct
s 

of
 th

e 
ex

tr
ac

t a
nd

 w
id

er
 t

ex
t, 

w
ith

 
so

m
e 

en
ga

ge
m

en
t; 

su
pp

or
t a

nd
 ju

st
ify

 th
ei

r 
re

sp
on

se
s 

b
y 

so
m

e 
di

re
ct

 r
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 th
e 

ex
tr

ac
t a

nd
 w

id
er

 te
xt

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 s

o
m

e 
qu

o
ta

tio
ns

. 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
re

co
g

ni
se

 a
nd

 m
ak

e 
si

m
pl

e 
co

m
m

en
ts

 o
n 

w
ri

te
rs

’ 
u

se
 o

f 
la

ng
ua

ge
, f

or
m

 a
nd

 s
tr

uc
tu

re
; m

a
y 

m
ak

e 
lim

ite
d 

re
fe

re
nc

e 
to

 m
ea

ni
ng

s 
an

d
 e

ffe
ct

s;
 

m
a

y 
us

e 
so

m
e

 r
el

ev
an

t s
u

bj
ec

t t
er

m
in

ol
og

y.
 


D

is
cu

ss
io

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
un

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
an

d 
m

a
y 

be
 u

nc
le

ar


S
im

pl
e 

/ g
en

er
al

is
e

d 
/ s

ur
fa

ce
 c

om
m

en
ts

 w
h

en
 r

es
po

nd
in

g 
to

 th
e

qu
es

tio
n


A

w
ar

en
es

s 
of

 s
om

e 
of

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
th

e
m

es
 / 

ev
e

nt
s 

/ i
de

as
, b

ut
 th

er
e

m
a

y 
be

 s
o

m
e 

m
is

re
a

di
ng

s


S
om

e 
re

fe
re

nc
es

 / 
qu

ot
at

io
n 

/ w
hi

ch
  m

a
y 

be
gi

n 
to

 s
up

po
rt

 th
e

po
in

ts
 m

ad
e


A

 li
m

ite
d/

na
rr

o
w

 fo
cu

s 
o

n 
ke

y 
as

pe
ct

s 
of

 th
e 

po
em

 w
ith

 a
 la

ck
 o

f
br

ea
dt

h


C
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
la

ng
ua

ge
 o

r 
fo

rm
 o

r 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

ar
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

im
pl

ic
it

(if
 p

re
se

n
t a

t a
ll)

 a
nd

 m
a

y 
in

cl
ud

e 
sp

ot
tin

g 
of

 te
ch

ni
qu

es

1 

1-
3 

m
ar

ks
 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
ha

ve
 li

m
ite

d 
fo

cu
s 

on
 th

e
 ta

sk
, c

on
ve

y 
id

ea
s 

w
ith

 o
cc

as
io

n
al

 c
oh

er
en

ce
 a

nd
 m

a
y 

so
m

et
im

es
 u

se
 a

n
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 r

eg
is

te
r;

 u
se

 a
 

si
m

pl
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 to
 th

e
 ta

sk
; s

ho
w

 a
 b

as
ic

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 s

om
e

 k
e

y 
as

pe
ct

s 
o

f t
he

 
ex

tr
ac

t a
nd

 w
id

er
 te

xt
, 

w
ith

 a
 li

ttl
e 

e
ng

ag
em

en
t; 

m
a

y 
su

pp
or

t a
nd

 ju
st

ify
 th

ei
r 

re
sp

on
se

s 
b

y 
so

m
e 

ge
ne

ra
l r

ef
er

en
ce

 to
 th

e
 e

xt
ra

ct
 a

nd
 

w
id

er
 te

xt
, p

er
h

ap
s 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
so

m
e

 q
uo

ta
tio

ns
. 

C
an

di
da

te
s:

 
m

a
y 

m
ak

e 
ge

ne
ra

lis
ed

 c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
w

ri
te

rs
’ u

se
 

o
f 

la
ng

ua
ge

, 
fo

rm
 a

nd
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

; 
m

a
y 

m
ak

e 
ba

si
c 

re
fe

re
nc

e 
to

 m
ea

ni
ng

s 
an

d 
e

ffe
ct

s;
 

m
a

y 
us

e 
so

m
e

 s
ub

je
ct

 te
rm

in
ol

og
y 

b
ut

 n
o

t 
al

w
a

ys
 a

cc
u

ra
te

ly
. 


Li

m
ite

d 
an

d 
ba

si
c


La

ck
s 

co
he

re
nc

e 
(m

a
y 

no
t a

lw
a

ys
 m

ak
e 

se
ns

e)


Li
ke

ly
 to

 b
e 

br
ie

f o
r 

irr
el

ev
an

t


T
he

re
 m

a
y 

be
 n

o 
su

pp
or

tin
g 

qu
ot

at
io

ns
 o

r 
re

fe
re

nc
es

 o
r 

th
er

e 
m

a
y

be
 u

ns
el

ec
tiv

e 
us

e 
of

 q
uo

ta
tio

ns
 (

e.
g.

 c
op

yi
n

g 
ou

t a
 s

ec
tio

n 
of

 th
e

po
em

).

0 
m

ar
ks

 
N

ot
hi

ng
 w

or
th

y 
o

f 
cr

e
di

t. 
N

ot
hi

ng
 w

or
th

y 
o

f c
re

di
t. 
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S
E

C
T

IO
N

 C
 (

U
N

S
E

E
N

 P
O

E
T

R
Y

) 

G
en

er
ic

 A
s

se
ss

m
en

t 
O

b
je

ct
iv

es
 G

ri
d

 

Q
u

es
ti

o
n

 
3 

2 

Th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
de

sc
rip

tio
ns

 h
av

e 
be

en
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

to
 in

di
ca

te
 th

e 
w

ay
 in

 w
hi

ch
 p

ro
gr

es
si

on
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

cr
ite

ria
 is

 li
ke

ly
 to

 o
cc

ur
. E

ac
h 

su
cc

es
si

ve
 d

es
cr

ip
tio

n 
as

su
m

es
 d

em
on

st
ra

tio
n 

of
 a

ch
ie

ve
m

en
ts

 in
 lo

w
er

 b
an

ds
. 

T
o

ta
l:

 2
5 

m
a

rk
s 

B
an

d
 

A
O

1:
1a

+
b

, 
A

O
1:

2 
A

O
2

 
A

m
p

lif
ic

at
io

n
 o

f 
sk

ill
s

5 

21
-2

5
 

m
ar

ks
 

C
o

m
pa

ris
on

 is
 c

rit
ic

al
, i

llu
m

in
at

in
g

 a
nd

 s
u

st
a

in
ed

 a
cr

o
ss

 A
O

1 
an

d 
A

O
2.

  T
he

re
 w

ill
 b

e 
a

 w
id

e 
ra

ng
in

g 
di

sc
us

si
on

 o
f t

he
 s

im
ila

rit
ie

s 
an

d/
or

 d
iff

er
en

ce
s 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

po
em

s.
C

an
di

da
te

s:
 

su
st

ai
n

 fo
cu

s 
o

n
 th

e 
ta

sk
, i

nc
lu

d
in

g 
o

ve
rv

ie
w

, 
co

nv
e

y 
id

e
as

 w
ith

 c
on

si
st

en
t c

oh
er

en
ce

 a
nd

 
us

e
 a

n 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 r
eg

is
te

r;
 u

se
 a

 s
en

si
tiv

e 
an

d
 e

va
lu

at
iv

e 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 t

o
 th

e 
ta

sk
 a

n
d

 
an

al
ys

e 
th

e
 e

xt
ra

ct
 a

nd
 w

id
er

 te
xt

 c
rit

ic
al

ly
; 

sh
o

w
 a

 p
er

ce
pt

iv
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
o

f 
th

e
 e

xt
ra

ct
 

an
d

 w
id

er
 te

xt
, 

en
ga

gi
ng

 fu
lly

, p
er

ha
ps

 w
ith

 
so

m
e 

or
ig

in
al

ity
 in

 th
ei

r 
pe

rs
on

al
 r

es
po

ns
e;

 
th

ei
r 

re
sp

o
ns

es
 in

cl
ud

e 
pe

rt
in

e
nt

, d
ire

ct
 

re
fe

re
nc

es
 fr

om
 a

cr
os

s 
th

e 
ex

tr
ac
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