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AS Psychology
Unit 1 Psychology: Past to Present, 50% of AS Level, 1 hour 30 minutes
	
	
	SAMs

	Know and understand the assumptions
	
· The 3 assumptions named on the specification must be taught as they could be named in exam paper.
· Easy to over-teach on this section.
· Use examples from Psychology
	(a) Describe the biological assumption of ‘localisation of function’. [3]
(b) Describe the positive assumption of 'focus on the good life’. [3] 

	Apply the assumptions to explain the formation of a relationship.
	
	Using your knowledge of two different psychological approaches explain how a
relationship is formed. [10]

	Know and understand how the approach can be used in therapy
	· Need to explain how the approach would explain psychiatric problems and how this makes the particular therapy appropriate for that approach.
	Demonstrate how a cognitive assumption has been used in either cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT) OR rational emotive behaviour therapy (REBT). [10] – N.B. Eduqas A Level SAMs

	Know and understand the main components of the therapy
	· Only need to teach one of the two named therapies for each approach.
· Ensure it is clearly explained as a therapy (can be an issue with dream analysis for example).
· Useful to have specific examples or an example of research that shows the therapy being used in practice.
	Describe the main components of a psychodynamic therapy (either dream analysis OR group analysis psychotherapy). [8]

	Evaluate the therapy
	· Effectiveness and ethical considerations must be taught as they can be named in exam questions.
· Effectiveness likely to include specific research studies but bear in mind marks available when considering how many to use and how much detail to go into.
· Wider issues such as determinism could be used but they must be clearly linked to the therapy being discussed.
	Evaluate the therapy you described in 3(a). [10]



	Evaluate the approach
	· Important to show how the evaluation point links to the approach rather than just generic points.
· Acronyms to remember evaluation points can be useful but they may restrict more able learners in the longer answer questions.
· Although issues and debates can be used as evaluation points there are many other issues that could be considered, for example the use of an effective therapy.
	Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the positive approach. [10]

A psychologist needs to explain to his client why they may be better using a therapy from a biological approach rather than a therapy from the cognitive approach. Using your knowledge of both approaches compare and contrast the cognitive and biological approaches and their therapies. [10]

	Know, understand and make judgements on a classic piece of research
	· Accuracy and detail are important here.
· Stick to information from the original article.
· Procedure can be written in bullet points.
· Tables can also be used for findings.
· Ethical issues and social implications must be taught as they can be named in exam questions.
· Other evaluation points can be enhanced using alternative evidence but this is no longer a requirement of the specification.
· Acronyms to remember evaluation points can be useful but they may restrict more able learners in the longer answer questions.
	Describe the findings and conclusions of Loftus and Palmer’s (1974) research
Reconstruction of automobile destruction: an example of the interaction between language and memory. [10]

Watson and Rayner’s (1920) research Conditioned Emotional Reaction has many ethical issues. Discuss this statement with reference to the procedures used in this research. [16]





Unit 2 Psychology: Using Psychological concepts 50% of AS Level, 1 hour 30 minutes

	
	
	SAMs

	Contemporary debates
	· An even split between AO1 and AO3 skills.
· The answer should show both sides of the debate.
· Arguments should be backed up by research evidence.
· Political evidence can be used for example but clear links must be made to the debate.
· Any criticism of research methods should be linked back to the debate.
· Although the debates are linked to particular approaches, material can be drawn from other approaches as well.
An appropriate conclusion should be drawn.
	‘Neuroscience has many positive applications in contemporary society; however the ethical implications are debatable’. Discuss. [20]

	Principles of research
	· The focus for this section is the undertaking of psychological research, from the planning stage to analysis and evaluation.
· The research studies (Milgram and Kohlberg) will be assessed in this section with at least one on each assessment.
· Learners should be able to show knowledge, understanding and evaluation of Milgram and Kohlberg in terms of quite specific questions based on the themes proposed in the specification content of research methods e.g. Methodologies, Participants, Ethics etc. 
· Learners should be able to consider the issues of Social Psychologists and Developmental Psychologists in general to give an appropriate context. 
· Two pieces of research from the work of social and developmental psychologists should be studied.
	Explain what is meant by ‘social desirability’. [2]

Describe the findings and conclusions of Milgram’s (1963) ‘Behavioral study of
obedience’. [8]

Identify what is being described in the two following instances:
(a) an experimental design where the same participants are used in all
conditions; [1]
(b) a statement which predicts there will be no difference between conditions in
an investigation. [1]

Identify two ways to assess validity of a measuring tool. [2]


	Application of research methods to a novel scenario
	· Leaners may be asked to undertake calculations.
· Calculators are allowed within the examination.
	Identify a confounding variable in this study. [2]
Suggest a suitable directional hypothesis for this study. [2]

(i) Identify the experimental design used in this study. [1]
(ii) Explain one advantage of the experimental design used in this study.
[3]

Draw a graph to represent the data in the table above. [6]

Analyse the ethical issues of this study. [8]

Identify the modal scores for both questionnaires. It should be made clear which questionnaire the score relates to. [2]
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