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[bookmark: _GoBack]What is meant by an appropriate conclusion in these questions?
· In Unit 1 we do not expect a very long conclusion. If the question is only worth 10/12 marks, for example, we would not expect the conclusion to be a large part of the answer. The content and discussion throughout are still more important.
· A conclusion will probably make an overall judgement that sums up the key points made, in relation to the question. It can include new information, but it does not have to.
· If there is a quote in the question, a conclusion may refer to this, perhaps making a judgement about the accuracy of the quote.
· Mini conclusions throughout the answer will also be credited. This can be seen in the examples below.
· The conclusion should be more developed than just a generic statement. This can also be seen in the examples below.

Some examples
The following answer examples have been adapted from a student answer, written under timed conditions in answer to the question:
'Discuss the ethical considerations of drug therapy or psychosurgery'		[10]

This is not a SAMs question, but was marked using the mark scheme from a similar SAMs question.
The examples use the same main body of the answer, but demonstrate, in purple, the different ways conclusions might be approached. Examiner comments are given at the start of each answer, in red.

	Marks
	AO3

	9-10
	1. A sophisticated and articulate evaluation of the therapy
1. Well-developed and balanced arguments
1. Evaluative comments are evidently relevant to the context
1. Excellent structure
1. An appropriate conclusion is reached based on the evidence presented

	6-8
	1. A good evaluation of the therapy
1. Arguments made are well-established and balanced
1. The evaluative comments are clearly relevant to the context
1. Logical structure
1. Clear conclusion based on evidence presented

	3-5
	1. A reasonable evaluation of the therapy
1. Arguments are reasonable but may be one-sided
1. The evaluative comments made tend to be generic and not appropriately contextualised
1. There is a reasonable structure
1. May not be a conclusion or a generic statement

	1-2
	1. Answer does not move beyond statement(s)
1. There is very little use of appropriate terminology
1. Answer lacks clarity
1. No conclusion

	0
	1. Inappropriate answer given
1. No response attempted





Example 1: Traditional end of answer conclusion
The conclusion is concise and clearly relates to the question. It shows both sides of the argument and sums up the key points made. The rest of the answer is balanced and contains relevant examples to support the points made. It is well structured and clearly related to the question throughout. A top band answer.

One of the major ethical considerations of drug therapy is side effects. Some SSRIs can cause side effects of nausea, headaches and insomnia. These side effects are harmful to the patient, posing an ethical issue. It also reduces effectiveness as the patient may stop taking the drug due to the side effects. A study by Ferguson (2005) found that people treated with SSRIs were twice as likely to commit suicide. Also benzodiazepine, another drug, is highly addictive. These side effects pose significant risks to the patients, which may cause them harm. With benzodiazepines it causes the problem that patients' symptoms are being treated but as soon as the drug is withdrawn, a relapse occurs as the patient has become too dependent on the drug and the problem is not solved. However some more modern drugs have overcome some of these side effects and therefore may have fewer ethical issues associated with them.

Another ethical issue with drug therapy is valid consent. People who are prescribed are often in a vulnerable state due to their psychological health and therefore may not fully understand or be able to take the information in on the drug such as its side effects or the fact it is a short-term solution. Therefore the patient is not making a full decision to take and want to take the drug, which may hinder their recovery process. This issue is highlighted in sectioning where a patient may forcibly be given drugs. In this case, valid consent will not have been given, but this may be for the benefit of the patient, who may be a risk to themselves and others.

The final ethical issue with drug therapy is possible over-prescription. Some doctors see it as a quick fix, although it may not be appropriate for that particular patient. It should be considered whether the drugs should be used alongside therapy, or not at all, to suit the individual needs of the patient. If the drug is being used as a short term solution, it may not be helping the patient in the long term and therefore causing additional problems. Overall, drug therapy has a few ethical issues, mainly based around the drug doing more harm than good and the issue of valid consent, particularly when they may be prescribed because they are the easier option, rather than because they are the best option. However, the benefits of recovering from a mental health condition, such as depression, may outweigh these possible costs. 


Example 2: Mini conclusions drawn throughout
Mini conclusions are used at the end of each paragraph to sum up the points made and this would also receive good credit. A top band answer.

One of the major ethical considerations of drug therapy is side effects. Some SSRIs can cause side effects of nausea, headaches and insomnia. These side effects are harmful to the patient, posing an ethical issue. It also reduces effectiveness as the patient may stop taking the drug due to the side effects. A study by Ferguson (2005) found that people treated with SSRIs were twice as likely to commit suicide. Also benzodiazepine, another drug, is highly addictive. These side effects pose significant risks to the patients, which may cause them harm. With benzodiazepines it causes the problem that patients' symptoms are being treated but as soon as the drug is withdrawn, a relapse occurs as the patient has become too dependent on the drug and the problem is not solved. However some more modern drugs have overcome some of these side effects and therefore may have fewer ethical issues associated with them. Therefore it is important to recognize that the potential harm caused by these drugs can create an ethical issue, as they should be helping the patient rather than making them more ill or dependent on a particular substance for recovery.

Another ethical issue with drug therapy is valid consent. People who are prescribed are often in a vulnerable state due to their psychological health and therefore may not fully understand or be able to take the information in on the drug such as its side effects or the fact it is a short-term solution. Therefore the patient is not making a full decision to take and want to take the drug, which may hinder their recovery process. This issue is highlighted in sectioning where a patient may forcibly be given drugs. In this case, valid consent will not have been given, but this may be for the benefit of the patient, who may be a risk to themselves and others. Therefore it is important to recognize that when the drugs are prescribed they should be given with the patient’s full knowledge of what they mean and how they will work.

The final ethical issue with drug therapy is possible over-prescription. Some doctors see it as a quick fix, although it may not be appropriate for that particular patient. It should be considered whether the drugs should be used alongside therapy, or not at all, to suit the individual needs of the patient. If the drug is being used as a short-term solution, it may not be helping the patient in the long term and therefore causing additional problems. Therefore overall the well being of the individual patient may be being overlooked for other wider needs to do with cost and ease of use which could also be considered an ethical problem.


Example 3: Weak and generic conclusion
Although the answer is well written, it is let down by a weak and generic conclusion. However, examiners will be encouraged to use a 'best-fit' policy. As this answer clearly shows characteristics of the 6-8 band, the answer would be placed there, but would not be able to gain the top marks in the band.

One of the major ethical considerations of drug therapy is side effects. Some SSRIs can cause side effects of nausea, headaches and insomnia. These side effects are harmful to the patient, posing an ethical issue. It also reduces effectiveness as the patient may stop taking the drug due to the side effects. A study by Ferguson (2005) found that people treated with SSRIs were twice as likely to commit suicide. Also benzodiazepine, another drug, is highly addictive. These side effects pose significant risks to the patients, which may cause them harm. With benzodiazepines it causes the problem that patients' symptoms are being treated but as soon as the drug is withdrawn, a relapse occurs as the patient has become too dependent on the drug and the problem is not solved. However some more modern drugs have overcome some of these side effects and therefore may have fewer ethical issues associated with them.

Another ethical issue with drug therapy is valid consent. People who are prescribed are often in a vulnerable state due to their psychological health and therefore may not fully understand or be able to take the information in on the drug such as its side effects or the fact it is a short-term solution. Therefore the patient is not making a full decision to take and want to take the drug, which may hinder their recovery process. This issue is highlighted in sectioning where a patient may forcibly be given drugs. In this case, valid consent will not have been given, but this may be for the benefit of the patient, who may be a risk to themselves and others.

The final ethical issue with drug therapy is possible over-prescription. Some doctors see it as a quick fix, although it may not be appropriate for that particular patient. It should be considered whether the drugs should be used alongside therapy, or not at all, to suit the individual needs of the patient. If the drug is being used as a short-term solution, it may not be helping the patient in the long term and therefore causing additional problems. Overall, there are lots of ethical issues that need to be considered when using drugs as a therapy for psychological problems.
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