Personal Learning Checklist for WJEC GCSE Geography 
WJEC has been working with teachers to create some draft personal learning checklists (PLCs) for use with our reformed GCSE Geography qualifications. Our PLCs are available to download from the WJEC website. Each PLC covers one Key Idea in the specification.
Some PLCs tend to focus on factual recall. However, such lists do not prepare learners for the types of assessment that are reflected in reformed GCSE examinations. We have, therefore, decided to sort our PLCs into cognitive domains that relate to the Assessment Objectives (AOs). These domains, and their relationship to the AOs, are shown in Table 1 below.
Table 1 PLC cognitive domains
	domain
	Target Assessment Objective (AO)
	AO weighting (%)

	Knowledge
	AO1.1
	15

	Understanding
	AO1.2
	25

	Analysis
	AO2
	35

	Evaluation
	AO2
	

	Decision Making
	AO2
	



To make full use of this style of PLC, and create similar PLCs of your own, you need to be familiar with the AOs. We suggest that you read the ‘Guide for Teaching’ which describes the aims of each AO. You should also familiarise yourself with the styles of question used to assess each AO in the Sample Assessment Materials.
To create your own PLCs you might find the ‘starters’ in Table 2 helpful.
Table 2 Opening statements to use in your PLCs
	Domain
	Starter

	Knowledge
	Describe how

	
	Give the meaning of

	
	Recall three facts about

	Understanding
	Explain why

	
	Give one reason

	Analysis
	Identify trends 

	
	Spot relationships between data

	
	Compare x and y using evidence

	Evaluate
	Weigh up strengths and weaknesses

	
	Sort

	
	Explain why some strategies are more sustainable than others

	
	Identify economic, social and environmental impacts of 

	Decision making
	Rank

	
	Justify

	
	Prioritise

	
	Predict how and why

	
	Give value to people’s opinions

	
	Explain why some decisions are biased

	
	Avoid bias in my own decision making



PLCs need to reflect the learning that opportunities experienced by your own students. As such, they should reflect the opportunities created within your own schemes of work. Please feel free to adapt and amend the PLCs that you download from the WJEC website. A blank template is provided below for you to use to create your own PLCs.
PLC TEMPLATE
	THEME
KEY IDEA:
	Green
	Amber
	Red

	My knowledge domain    
I can…
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	My understanding domain  
I can…
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	My analysis domain   
I can…
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	My evaluation domain
I can…
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	My decision making domain
I can…
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]In creating the PLCs on our website, WJEC does not imply that there is a correct way to approach the subject content described in the specification. Nor do our PLCs imply that our future assessments will necessarily focus on any of the statements in the PLC.
