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We hope that you had a relaxing break over the Easter period and that you and your students are feeling prepared for the summer exam series. We have several updates and information that you may need as you begin this term.
1. Resources
2. Professional Learning 2023/2024
3. NEA
4. Further information about Areas of Study, Levels of Difficulty and Ensemble requirements
5. Post-Results Services
6. Key Dates
7. Appraising Exam
8. OER
9. Contact Details

1. Resources
For our GCSE/GCE Music qualifications, our support teams are creating Resource Guides. These will be available on the main music websites and will offer invaluable support in the last push to prepare students for the examinations - these are essential dynamic documents for teachers as they curate the key support, guidance and resources offered by WJEC.
Remember to access our wide range of free digital resources and the exam walk-throughs on the Digital Resources Websites.
For GCSE: Digital Resources
Knowledge Organisers available:
· Music Terms and Signs
· Grieg – Anitra’s Dance
· Manic Street Preachers – Everything Must Go
· Musical Forms and Devices
· Music for Ensemble
· Film Music
· Popular Music
For GCE: Digital Resources 
Knowledge Organisers available:
· Rock and Pop
· Musical Theatre
· Jazz
· Religious Choral Music 1800 - 1890
· The Development of the Symphony 1760 - 1830
· Haydn - Symphony No. 103 Movements 1 & 2
· Mozart-  Requiem
· Religious Choral music 1730 – 1800
· Debussy - Reflet Dans L’eau
· Plowman – Night Dances
· Debussy – Colloque Sentimental
· Ravel – Prelude
· Brahms – Symphony No.1 Movement 4
· Verdi – Requiem
· The Development of the Symphony 1830 – 1910


We have created a CPD Exemplar Material spreadsheet to assist you in locating specific materials, which will be available after Easter. This includes exemplar material from centres in England that you can also access through the WJEC secure website. This will be a working document that will be updated after each CPD event.
In addition to CPD material, you can also find the following on the WJEC secure website:
· Past papers and mark schemes
· Circulars
· NEA tasks
· Pre-release materials
We have also updated our FAQ documents for both GCSE and GCE. These can be accessed on the main music website, under the FAQ tab.

2. Professional Learning 2023/2024
During the 2023/2024 academic year, our Professional Learning programme will be a mixture of face-to-face and online events. Both options will be expert-led, interactive workshops, designed for you to get all the latest information on qualifications and feedback from the summer 2023 examinations. These will also provide an insight into teaching resources available, and a range of practical tips and strategies for the classroom.
To help us improve our Professional Learning programme, plan for the 2023/2024 academic year and deliver content that centres would like, it would be much appreciated if you could complete this Microsoft Form.
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3. NEA
Note that there is a requirement to give all candidates the chance to appeal their teacher assessed MARKS before you submit them, so you must factor in the time required for this according to your own school policy. This applies to all subjects and all exam boards.
More details on this are available via JCQ: Instructions for Conduction Coursework Section 13.5.




GCSE
5th May 2023  
The final date for the submission of NEA marks and the upload of sampled candidates for GCSE Performing and Composing is the 5th May 2023. We would like to remind centres that all non-examination assessment marks need to be input on the WJEC Internal Assessment Mark Input System (IAMIS) in sufficient time to generate the access codes for the sample. You should allow at least 48 hours for the access codes to be generated which means marks should be input by 3rd May latest. Please refer to our WJEC NEA GCSE Music Process Guide for music specific information or our e-submission page for general guidance.
Every centre must complete a Centre Timing Form (a ‘nil’ return would be required, if applicable) and for each candidate whose time falls below the minimum requirements, a separate Individual Candidate Timing Form.
Unit 1 Performing Marksheet
Centre Timing Sheet (to be uploaded with the first candidate in the sample)
Unit 2 Composing Marksheet

GCE
15th May 2023  
The final date for the submission of candidates work in the NEA GCE Composing is the 15th May 2023. The deadline for uploading candidate work is midnight on 15th May. Do not forget that you will need the access codes prior to this, and it takes time to upload the work. Please refer to our WJEC GCE Music NEA Process 2023 for music specific information or our e-submission page for general guidance.
Unit 1 Performing Marksheet
Unit 4 Option A Performing Marksheet
Unit 4 Option B Performing Marksheet
Unit 2 Composing Log
Unit 5 Option A Composing Log
Unit 5 Option B Composing Log

4. Links to Areas of Study, Levels of Difficulty and Ensemble 
Links to Areas of Study
Where a performance needs to link to an Area of Study, please remember that the links are broad. 
Levels of Difficulty
To help determine the levels of difficulty of performance for GCSE, you should in the first instance use the grid in Appendix A of the specification.
Please remember that if the pieces are on a graded exam syllabus, then that is the difficulty level that we accept. If you are still unable to determine the level of difficulty, then email us at music@wjec.co.uk. We are aware that there is not a level of difficulty grid in the GCE specification and advise that where a piece is not on a graded syllabus, and you are unable to ascertain the level yourself, you can e-mail us to check in advance of the recital.



Ensemble
The ensemble timing requirement is a significant part of a minute where the candidate is not playing the main melody (i.e., an accompanying role) or they are playing the melodic line but have high interaction with other parts.
We would really welcome your input in how we can further assist centres with support and training on how to ascertain levels of difficulty (for GCSE and GCE) and ensemble requirements/suitability (GCSE) and would appreciate your suggestions on the Microsoft Form mentioned in section 2.
5. Post-Results Services

Following the publication of results for each examination series, WJEC offers a range of post-results services including:

· Clerical re-check - a re-check of clerical procedures leading to the issue of a result.
· Post-results review of marking - a review of the original marking to ensure that the agreed mark scheme has been applied correctly.
· Access to scripts – an electronic version of the script, either as a priority or non-priority service.
· Post-results review of moderation - a review of the original moderation to ensure that the assessment criteria have been fairly, reliably, and consistently applied.

Applications for these services must come from the entering centre, and so candidates must speak to their school or college if they wish to apply for a post-results service.

Further advice and guidance can be found on our post-results services page.


6. Key Dates
GCSE
Unit 1 Performing: Deadline for sample to be submitted - 5th May 2023
Unit 2 Composing: Deadline for sample to be submitted - 5th May 2023
Unit 3 Appraising Exam: 14th June 2023 (PM)
Results: 24th August 2023


GCE
AS Unit 2/A Level Unit 5 (Option A or B) Composing: Deadline for submission – 15th May 2023
AS Unit 3 Appraising Exam: 16th May 2023 (AM)
A Level Unit 6 Appraising Exam: 12th June 2023 (PM)
Results: 17th August 2023

7.  Appraising Exam
There will be a circular that contains information about the audio/CDs for the appraising exam that can be accessed via the secure website prior to the examination. Please ensure that your exams officer passes the relevant information to you. 
Extra-time candidates
The GCSE Appraising Exam will have special mp3 audio files for those candidates entitled to 25% extra time for the examination. These recordings will contain the necessary spacing between the music pieces for those who require it.
The GCE Appraising Exam will be conducted in the same way as previous years whereby centres will have a timings sheet and they can decide the best way for their candidates to have the extra time applied.
8. OER

The OER’s for the 2022 Summer Examination will be coming soon.

9. Contact Details

Subject Officer GCSE: Danielle Jones
Subject Officer GCE: Rachel Edwards
Subject Support Officer: Natalie Harvey
music@wjec.co.uk
(029) 2240 4300
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