
Grade boundaries are the minimum number of marks needed to achieve each grade. Whilst exam papers are 
written to the same level of difficulty, they do vary each year. Grade boundaries ensure that whenever the 
exam is sat, students receive the same grade for the same level of performance. 

In accordance with regulatory requirements, some reformed GCSE qualifications in Wales are linear. This means that 
candidates must take all the components within the specification within one examination series. 

The grade boundaries for each qualification are shown below. Component marks at key grade boundaries are aggregated 
to create a total mark, which is used to calculate the overall qualification grade for each candidate. Candidates will 
receive the total aggregated mark and the overall grade on their results slips. 

The grade boundaries for each unit are also shown below. The highlighted grade boundaries were set using professional 
judgement. 

Unit boundaries are 'notional' and intended only as a guide to aid centres with their analysis and are not official grades. 
Please note that notional component grade boundaries which have been derived arithmetically may not add up to the 
overall qualification-level boundary where component marks have been scaled to produce the qualification-level mark.
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