
GCSE (9-1) Geography 
Understanding the sample 
assessment materials 

Ass 



New Assessment Objectives 
AO Requirement weighting 

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, 
environments and different scales.  

15% 

AO2 Demonstrate geographical understanding of:  
2.1) concepts and how they are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes;  
2.2) the inter-relationships between places, environments 
and processes.  

25% 

AO3 Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse 
and evaluate geographical information and issues and to 
make judgements.  

35% 

AO4 Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to 
investigate questions and issues and communicate 
findings.  

25% 



Command words for AO1 
AO1 requires candidates to demonstrate knowledge (but not 

understanding) of locations, places, processes and environments at 

different scales.  Questions that target recall of knowledge might use one 

of the following command words: 

• Describe… 

• Give… 

• Define… 

• Outline… 

• Name … 

 

To consider … which of these commands would suit lower tariff questions 

and which would be used with questions that have a higher tariff?  
 

  

AO1 

15% of the overall assessment = 36 marks 



AO1 

Geography A 
Component 2 



AO1 

Geography B 
Component 1 

Definitions assess AO1 



Describe the location of one shanty town in one global city 
located in the economically developing world.  [4] 

AO1 

Geography A 
Component 1 

What are the 
implications for the 
teaching of case 
studies? 
 

There are some AO1 questions with a 4 mark tariff 



AO2 requires candidates to demonstrate geographical understanding of 

concepts and inter-relationships in relation to places, environments 

and processes.  

Suitable command words might be: 

• Explain why … 

• Suggest why … 

• Give one reason for … 

• Compare… 

 

AO2 

25% of the overall assessment = 60 marks 



 ‘Explain why’ questions are more likely to have a tariff of 6  

AO2 

This question assesses understanding of inter-
relationships between process and the environment. 

This question assesses the concept of industrial 
location factors for TNCs. 

Geography A 
Component 1 



Explain why 
deforestation can 
alter the movement 
of water through a 
tropical drainage 
basin [6] 

AO2 

6 mark questions 
use banded mark 

schemes. Apply the 
process of best fit to 

choose the band 
 

Geography A 
Component 2 



AO3 

Apply knowledge and understanding  (in a new context) to: 
• Interpret (which means to ascribe meaning to information) 
• Analyse (which means to find connections/patterns and provide chains of reasoning) 
• Evaluate (which means appraising) issues or synthesising (drawing together) information 
• Make judgements or decisions 

35% of the overall assessment = 84 marks 

Assessment of AO3 requires higher order cognitive skills 
so these questions will provide greater stretch and 
challenge.  In summary: 
• Each component has some AO3 questions. 
• Each theme ends with an 8 mark AO3 question. 
• Component 3 ends with a high tariff AO3 question. 
• Over the three components as a whole there will be 

a general balance between the elements of 
interpret, analyse, evaluate and make judgements. 

 

Engaging students in the 
enquiry process will 
provide essential 
preparation for the 
assessment. 
 



State what data could 
be collected about 
flows in each place. [2] 

AO3 

Low tariff questions 
may ask students to 
ascribe meaning to a 
resource, such as a 

photograph 
 

Component 3 



… or analyse 
patterns in a 

resource to come 
to conclusions. 

 
 

AO3 

Component 3 



All higher tariff questions (8 or more marks) assess AO3. 
Several 8 mark questions require candidates to follow a 
decision making chain. 

AO3 

Step 1 Interpret a resource 
 

Step 2 analyse some information 

Step 3 Synthesise or appraise the novel situation in 
light of their wider geographical understanding 
Step 4 Make a decision and justify it. 

Geography B 
Component 1 



Suitable ways to target this AO with your own 
students might be to use the following openings 
when posing questions of your own:  
1. Analyse the impacts on …  
2. Weigh up the advantages / disadvantages of …  
3. Discuss the points of view of …  
4. What are the limitations of?  
5. To what extent do you agree?  
6. Which is the best option?  
7. Justify your decision / choice.  
8. What are the costs and benefits?  
9. How might things change in the future?  
10. What might be the consequence?  
11. What ought to happen …?  
12. Who should…?  

Less focus on learning 
facts related to case 
studies. 
More emphasis on  
- Analysis 
- Appraisal 
- Making decisions 
- Justifying them 
 

Implications for teaching and learning 



AO4 

Select, adapt and use a variety of techniques to investigate questions and issues 
and communicate findings 

25% of the overall assessment = 60 marks 

Assessment of AO4 will include some questions on 
mathematical / statistical techniques that will provide 
greater stretch and challenge.  In summary: 
• Each component has some AO4 questions. 
• Over the three components as a whole there will be 

a greater emphasis on the use of techniques rather 
than selecting and adapting. 

 

See Appendix A of the 
specification for the full 
list of mathematical and 
statistical techniques 
 



Some questions 
will require 
candidates to 
select a suitable 
technique 

AO4 

Geography  B 
Component 1 



AO4 

Some questions will require candidates to adapt a technique 

Component 3 



Geography A 
Component 2 

adapt a technique 



Most questions will 
require candidates to 
use a technique 
 

AO4 

Geography B 
Component 1 



Most 
questions 
will require 
candidates 
to use a 
technique 
 

AO4 

Geography A 
Component 1 



The list of techniques includes some mathematical 
processing that may seem more demanding 

AO4 

Component 3 



AO4 

Other questions 
will require 
candidates to 
select a suitable 
technique 

Geography A 
Component 1 

Some questions 
will require 
candidates to 
use a suitable 
technique 



AO weightings In Geography A 

  Component 1 Component 2 Component 3 

Q1 Q2 Q3/4 Q1 Q2 Q3/4 Parts A&B Part C 

AO1 8 8 2 8 8 2 0 0 
AO2 10 10 4 10 10 4 0 12 
AO3 8 8 8 8 8 8 24 12 
AO4 8 8 2 8 8 2 12 12 
Totals 34 34 16 34 34 16 36 36 
Total 84 (35%) 84 (35%) 72 (30%) 



  Component 1 Component 2 Component 3 
Q1 Q2 Q3 Parts A & B Part C Parts A & B Part C 

AO1 8 8 8 12 0 0 0 
AO2 8 8 8 24 0 0 12 
AO3 8 8 8 12 12 24 12 
AO4 8 8 8 12 0 12 12 

Totals 32 32 32 60 12 36 36 
Totals 96 (40%) 72 (30%) 72 (30%) 

AO weightings for Geography B 



Any questions? 

Contact GCSE Geography Subject 
Officer: 

Paul Evans   

paul.evans@eduqas.co.uk 

Follow on Twitter: 

@eduqas 

Visit the website: 

www.eduqas.co.uk 
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