
Review of 
Examinations 

Units 1 & 3



Recordio’r Sain / Audio Recording 

Mae'n ofynnol i'r cyflwynydd recordio'r sain 
yn y digwyddiad hwn. Dull rheoli yw hwn i 
sicrhau y gall CBAC ddangos ei fod yn 
cydymffurfio ag Amodau Cydnabyddiaeth y 
rheoleiddwyr; yn benodol yr Amodau hynny 
sy'n ymwneud â chyfrinachedd deunyddiau 
asesu. 

Bydd y recordiad hwn ar gael i'r rheoleiddiwr
cymwysterau os gofynnir amdano, ond ni 
chaiff ei rannu â thrydydd partïon eraill. Bydd 
CBAC yn cadw'r recordiad yn ddiogel am 
gyfnod o dair blynedd, ac yn ei ddinistrio'n 
barhaol wedi hynny. 

Sylwer os gwelwch yn dda NAD OES HAWL 
gan gynrychiolwyr i recordio sain na ffilmio 
unrhyw agwedd ar y digwyddiad hwn.

The presenter is required to make an audio 
recording of this event. This is a control 
designed to ensure that WJEC is able to 
demonstrate compliance with regulatory 
Conditions of Recognition; specifically 
Conditions relating to the confidentiality of 
assessment materials. 

The recording will be made available to the 
qualifications regulator if required, but it 
will not be shared with any other third 
parties. The recording will be stored 
securely by WJEC for a period of three years 
and then permanently destroyed. 

Please note that delegates are NOT 
PERMITTED to make an audio or video 
recording of any aspect of this event. 



What?
Preliminary Entries are collected for the June series for GCE, GCSE, Entry Level, 
Vocational Awards/Certificates, and Applied Certificates/Diplomas

Where?
Must be submitted online via WJEC's secure website www.wjecservices.co.uk

Why?
Preliminary entries are an important source of information for WJEC, and are used 
to calculate the despatch of examination stationery, pre-release materials and early 
exam papers to centres. It is therefore important that they are submitted as 
accurately as possible and by the published deadline.

When?
The deadline for submission of preliminary entries is 10th October.

Preliminary Entries

http://www.wjecservices.co.uk/


Cofrestriadau Rhagarweiniol

Beth?
Mae Cofrestriadau Rhagarweiniol yn cael eu casglu ar gyfer cyfres Mehefin y cymwysterau TAG, 
TGAU, Lefel Mynediad, Dyfarniadau/Tystysgrifau Galwedigaethol a’r Tystysgrifau / Diplomâu
Cymhwysol. 

Ble?
Rhaid eu cyflwyno ar-lein drwy wefan ddiogel CBAC www.wjecservices.co.uk

Pam?
Mae cofrestriadau rhagarweiniol yn ffynhonnell bwysig o wybodaeth ar gyfer CBAC, a chânt eu
defnyddio i gyfrifo faint o ddeunydd ysgrifennu arholiadau, deunyddiau a ryddheir ymlaen llaw a 
phapurau arholiad cynnar i'w hanfon i ganolfannau. Mae'n hanfodol felly eu bod yn cael eu
cyflwyno mor gywir â phosibl, ac erbyn y dyddiad cau sydd wedi'i gyhoeddi.

Pa bryd?
Y dyddiad cau ar gyfer cyflwyno cofrestriadau rhagarweiniol yw 10 Hydref.

http://www.wjecservices.co.uk/


Review of candidate performance in the 2019 series: 
AS level & A level

General weaknesses in candidate performance include: 

• Failure to develop a detailed response in order to gain the higher marks
• Candidates are not fully reading the question
• Weakness in specific textile related knowledge in some areas - fibres
• Repeating the stem of the question 

Improving performance:
• Questions are context dependent – candidates need to carefully consider this before 

attempting an answer
• Over long responses that stray away from the question do not gain credit – structuring 

a response is vital 
• In two part questions, different information is required – repetition does not gain credit
• AO3 questions – evaluate and analyse questions  - different skill set required to answer 

these questions – responses need to to be structured accordingly 



AS 2019 A B C D E

Examination 58 51 44 38 32 /80

Design and

make (NEA)

63 56 49 42 36 /80

A level 2019 A B C D E

Examination 74 65 56 48 40 /100

Design and

make (NEA)

74 66 58 50 42 /100

• A need to get the boundaries closer together at the top grades - AS only

• With a 50 - 50 split they should be the same – better alignment at A level

• Essential time needs to be set aside to teach theory – improvement at A level

• Candidates need regular exam practice in order to develop their exam technique

Grade Boundaries



AS Question 3a and 3b 

Some candidates had knowledge of how the bamboo fibre was able to absorb moisture. These 

candidates were also able to draw a diagram to support their answer. This question was not answered 

well on the whole and showed a lack of in-depth subject knowledge. 



Some candidates answered this question well. They demonstrated an understanding of the work of Julien 

Macdonald and were able to give examples of his style. Others did not have the knowledge and 

understanding required in order to obtain full marks. Written communication was weak on the whole.

AS Question 5 



This question was well received on the whole. Candidates demonstrated knowledge of wearable 
technology in sports clothing and were able to give detailed advantages and disadvantages in most 
cases. 

AS Question 6a 



This question relates to how 
technology brings about the 
development or reinvention 

of products - technology 
push. The technology in this 
case is conductive threads 
that can can be woven into 

fabric. This leads to the 
reinvention of the keyboard 
that is flexible. There is little 
evidence of understanding 
of technology push or new 
technology, in this answer.

1 mark.

A level Question 3



The significance of the thread is not known. It is conductive and connects 
the energy source to the LED in order for the LED to light up - it connects 

the circuit. It is not there to hold things together.
0 mark.

A level Question 3



The most suitable scale of production is batch production and gains credit. The justification 
however is not clear; the main point of the question is incorrect. Inserting a GPS system is a 

specialist process and cannot be done on a larger scale. This limits the scale. The same applies 
for a limited demand: winter seasonal products and the users are children.

1 mark

A level Question 3



A level Question 5

The context of the question is not 
understood. The technical terms 
hydrophobic and hydrophilic are 
not known therefore the focus of 

the question has not been 
addressed. 

Hydrophilic and hydrophobic refer 
to how moisture is managed in the 

wool fibre.
The scales on wool fibre move apart 

and allow the protein bundles 
inside the fibre to absorb moisture -
they swell as moisture is absorbed. 
Moisture is expelled as it dries out -
hydrophilic. The exterior of the fibre 
is hydrophobic and repels moisture, 
aided by the natural oils found on 

wool.
0 mark



A level Question 5

The number of twists determines the strength of the yarn. A higher number 

leads to a stronger yarn. This also affects end use. This question is not about S 

or Z twists, so does not gain credit as they do not have a significant impact of 

the yarn produced.

0 mark



A level Question 9

There is some 
understanding of the 
role of the BSI but the 

answer is repetitive and 
does not fully answer 
the question. BSI are 

responsible for setting 
standards across the 
fashion and textile 

industry. Reference to 
flammability is just one 

aspect.
As an 'evaluate' 

question there should 
be evidence of 

appraisal, this is not 
apparent. The answer is 

descriptive.
3 marks



A level Question 9

There are some points 
worthy of credit as there 

is some evidence of 
understanding of 

standards which would be 
set by the BSI.

Some of the points relate 
to quality control points in 
general terms and do not 

refer to furnishing 
materials, missing the 

main focus of the 
question.

As an 'evaluate' question 
there should be evidence 

of appraisal.
3 marks



Textile products at the centre of  teaching and learning

Fabrics:

Source; sustainable; 

environmental; stock 

forms;  construction of 

fabric; fabric properties; 

possible applied finishes; 

Product Construction: 

seam finishes; seam 

allowances; piping 

construction/bias cutting 

of piping fabric; QC 

issues – internal and 

external; appliqué –

modern approaches; use 

of interfacing?

Components: 

Types of fastenings; 

construction methods 

Legislative issues: 

Consumer rights; Trade 

Descriptions Act; BSI; 

Fair-trade policies

Ecological & social 

footprint:

Product analysis; life 

cycle analysis; 6 Rs; 

energy sources for 

manufacture; carbon 

footprint 

Manufacturing:

Scales on production; 

industrial manufacturing 

methods; pattern 

language; contemporary 

fashion trends; working 

conditions/ exploitation of 

workers in third world 

countries 

Core skills:

Understanding, 

application and skills 

when designing and 

making prototypes

In-depth skills: 

Knowledge and skills in 

preparation for NEA; 

health and safety



wjec.co.uk/qualifications/designandtechnology
Free subject specific resources available for all to 
download from our website

resources.wjec.co.uk
Free digital resources to support the teaching and 
learning of a broad range of subjects

oer.wjec.co.uk
Our free Online Exam Review allows teachers to 
analyse item level data, critically assess sample 
question papers and receive examiner feedback

http://resources.wjec.co.uk/
http://oer.wjec.co.uk/


cbac.co.uk/qualifications/designandtechnology
Adnoddau pwnc-benodol rhad ac am ddim ar gael i
bawb eu llwytho i lawr o’n gwefan

adnoddau.cbac.co.uk
Adnoddau digidol rhad ac am ddim i gefnogi
addysgu a dysgu amrediad eang o bynciau

aaa.cbac.co.uk
Gall athrawon ddefnyddio ein gwefan Adolygiad
Arholiadau Ar-lein rhad ac am ddim er mwyn
dadansoddi data ar lefel eitem, asesu papurau
cwestiynau enghreifftiol yn feirniadol a derbyn
adborth gan arholwyr

http://adnoddau.cbac.co.uk/
http://aaa.cbac.co.uk/



