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The following responses will hopefully give centres some guidance on how to approach the 
examinations in the summer. 

The following should be considered however:

• these are only examples of approaches to tasks which we've received and should not be
viewed as a template; other approaches are valid and will be rewarded by examiners

• responses were not necessarily completed under the same timed conditions as an
examination.

Thank you to all centres and candidates who have shared work in order to make this 

document possible.

EXEMPLAR MATERIAL
WJEC EDUQAS A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE
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Component 1 Section A
Specimen Q 4. 
(i) Re-read La Belle Dame Sans Merci on page 184. Explore Keats’ use of imagery in 
this poem. 

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Confident 
engagement
(AO1)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Sound 
analysis of 
implicit 
meaning 
(AO2)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Secure 
grasp 
of technique/
meaning 
(AO2)



Principal's comments

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Thoughtful 
engagement 
(AO1)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Sound
analysis 
of 
imagery 
(AO2)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Well argued (AO1)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO1
Ambitious writing - closely engaged and becoming perceptive at times. Take care though - no need to discuss genre context/period here. 
Low Band 5
AO2
Just a little more exploration needed at times - why does "sweet relish and honey wild" suggest the knight is enthralled? Half a sentence would do it. Sound and accurate analysis but slightly vague points in conclusion. 
Band 4



Specimen Q 12. 
How far would you agree that Larkin and Duffy are alike in “creating characters to hide 
from or confront issues”? You must analyse in detail at least two poems from each of 
your set texts. 

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Purposeful link (AO4)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Engages 
with 
task 
(AO1)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Sound 
grasp 
of 
implied 
meaning 
(AO2)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Some 
connection 
to poet's 
life (AO3)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Evaluates 
technique 
(AO2)



WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Secure 
link 
(AO4)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Relevant 
focus/ 
sound 
terminology 
(AO1)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Purposeful
(AO4)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
A little 
unclear
(A01)



WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Sound
link
(AO4)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Clearly 
informed  
(AO1)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Sound 
analysis 
(AO2)



WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Understands 
contextual 
links 
(AO3)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Secure 
support 
(AO2)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Structure
(AO2)



WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Implicit 
meaning 
(AO2)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Secure 
connection
(AO4)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Well 
organised 
(AO1)



AO1 (10)
Some confident writing which engages with the ideas and form of the poems. Some evidence 
of an academic style. (Band 4)

AO2 (20)
Some secure grasp of implicit meaning and poetic techniques. (Band 4)

AO3 (10)
Superficial refs to poets’ lives and some implicit ideas contained in use of “traditional” 
and stereotypes provide some evidence but not enough to get beyond Low Band 2

AO4 (10)
Sound, secure and purposeful links. (Band 4)

AO5 (10)
Very little evidence – needs to be more explicit (Low Band 2)

Principal's comments



Component 2 Section A

Principal’s Comments

AO1
Clearly informed, engaged and well-structured response with clear knowledge of the extract. 
Sound use of concepts and apt terminology. Accurate, clear expression with evidence of an 
academic style and register.
Band 4

AO2
Sound, accurate analysis of selected features, with generally apt support and a secure grasp 
of implicit meaning.
Band 4

Specimen Q. 1 (i) 
With close reference to the language and imagery in this passage, examine how 
Shakespeare presents Lear’s state of mind. 

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
 Secure, sound 
 terms (AO1)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Sound
analysis
(AO2)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Creatively
engaged
(AO1)

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Academic style 
and 
register
(AO1)
Secure
analysis of 
how meaning 
is shaped (AO2)



AO3 understanding 
and appreciation of 
contexts

Specimen Q 1 (ii) 
Consider the view that Shakespeare's presentation of personal and political power in King 
Lear has universal interest and relevance.

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO1
Engages
with task.
Secure
overview

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO2
Sound,
close  and 
accurate
analysis
AO3 
Range of
contexts
AO1
Engaged
and 
thoughtful


WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO5
Clear and appropriate use of other interpretations

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO2
Structure and form 
considered


WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO3 audience reception

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO3 attempts to link 
texts and contexts

ceryspreece
Pencil



Principal’s Comments

AO1
Clearly informed, engaged and well-structured response with clear knowledge of the play. 
Sound use of concepts and apt terminology. Accurate, clear expression with evidence of an 
academic style and register.
Band 4
AO2
Sound, accurate analysis of language and techniques, with selective, apt support and a 
secure grasp of implicit meaning.
Band 4
AO3
Sound, secure appreciation and understanding of contexts and the link between texts and 
contexts. Band 4
AO5
Makes some clear and appropriate use of other possible interpretations.
Band 3

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO2 & AO3

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO1

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
Academic style and register


WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO1 Creative 
engagement


WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO1 AO2 
Selective, apt
 support

WILLIMJ
Typewritten Text
AO2 
Close 
analysis of 
language 



ceryspreece
Pencil

ceryspreece
Pencil





Principal's comments

It is important to remember that this response was written at an early stage of the course. 
Nevertheless, there are several aspects to reward, such as the attempt to link texts to 
contexts, even if the discussion of contexts is sometimes rather general; the continual focus 
on the texts as plays and also on the concept of audience; the attempt to consider other 
interpretations and above all the continual effort to structure an argument and find some 
appropriate support from the texts. The response could have offered more discussion 
explicitly on ‘social attitudes’ but there is evidence of ‘implicit’ discussion. There is a clear 
focus on connections and evidence of some integration of points for discussion in addressing 
this heavily weighted AO, although more integration would have produced a better response.



AO1
Clearly informed, engaged, and on the whole well-structured. Sound knowledge of both plays. 
Sound, apt use of concepts and terminology. Accurate, clear expression, with some evidence of 
an academic style and register.
Band 4

AO2
Sound, accurate analysis and evaluation of writers’ use of language and dramatic techniques. 
Secure, apt support with sound grasp of implicit meaning.
Band 4

AO3
Sound and secure appreciation and understanding of contexts and connections between texts 
and contexts, with good attempts to integrate context into discussion.
Band 4

AO4
Some sound and purposeful connections but plays need to be considered together as far as 
possible.
Band 4

AO5
Considers other interpretations but no use of different critical views.
Band 3



Component 3
Specimen Q 1. 
Analyse the following passage from Henry James’ The Portrait of a Lady, published in 1891. You must use the 
supporting extracts which follow the passage to help you consider contexts and different interpretations. 



AO1  
Engaged and sensibly structured with a good sense of appropriate style. Mid Band 4 
AO2
Although more is needed on technique with more analysis rather than commentary, 
there is just enough here for Low Band 4
AO3 
There is some clear use of the extract and understanding of the significance of cultural 
values. Band 3
AO5 
Some description of views  and some use made but more detailed discussion needed. 
Low Band 3

Well written in general – achieving a convincing academic register – but there are some 
lapses in clarity where (perhaps) expression has become a little over-ambitious. There 
is some evidence of creative engagement and some attempt to make use of the 
published resources. However, the balance of the response needs adjustment – the 
attention is mostly upon the ideas expressed rather than James’ technique although 
there is some sensible attention to imagery.

Principal's comments





A confident and convincing start which addresses language and technique and offers good 
support. The writing is analytical and evaluative with a clear academic style. This work is 
particularly impressive if it was produced under timed conditions. Well done – a very 
promising candidate.

AO1  
Powerfully engaged and convincingly expressed. Very well organised. High Band 5
AO2
Perceptive analysis of language and techniques. Mid Band 5 
AO3
Very well integrated – discerning use of material. Low Band 5 
AO5
Sound use of extracts and purposeful reference to other possible readings. High Band 4

Principal's comments



Specimen Q 3  
Analyse the following poem. Your response must include detailed discussion of how 
meanings are shaped in the poem. 





A good start with the emphasis upon analysis rather than commentary or explanation. Some 
minor slips in expression but generally confident and clear – appropriate academic style. 
Candidate’s sophistication is apparent throughout – ideas are pursued confidently without 
“working through” the text. Excellent work – very promising.

AO1 
Confident and perceptive with an apt/mature use of terminology. Low Band 5

AO2
Meaningful remarks on structure strengthen the response. Mid Band 5

Principal's comments







Once again, a genuine attempt to analyse technique and language choices from the start although,
as above, the writing might be a little “clogged” with technical English language terminology – 
emphasis needs to be reconsidered and placed upon literary terminology. Reading becomes a 
little less confident/convincing towards the end of the response.

AO1 
Clearly engaged and reasonably coherent. Expression is mostly accurate. Mid Band 3

AO2
Some examples of purposeful, detailed writing with accurate textual support. High Band 3

Principal's comments
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