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Printing comments with sticky notes 
 
If you are printing the exemplar in this document, the Principal Examiner 
comments contained in the sticky notes will not automatically be printed. 
 

 
 
If you would like your printed copy to include the Principal Examiner comments 
you will need to adjust the printer settings as follows: 
 
After selecting File > Print, you will need to click ‘Summarize Comments’ in the 
‘Comments & Forms area of the print settings.  
 

 
 
 
The Principal Examiner comments will then be printed at the end of each page of 
exemplar: 
 

 
 
 

 

 



Awareness of
Candy's distress.

A01 Some understanding of main features.

A02 Simple comments on features of style. 

Mark 3



More detailed reference to the text.

Probes subtext with increasing confidence.

A01 More detailed reference to text and probes the subtext with more confidence.

A02 Sees how different aspects of style create effects.

Mark 5 





9 marks
AO1 Evidence of close reading, insightful understanding of character and mood, thorough, perceptive
AO2 Clear evidence of how writer uses narrative techniques, words and phrases and characterisation to convey subtle meaning









18 marks
AO1  Some perceptive ideas about characterisation, wide-ranging across the text, clear argument about different aspects of character
AO4  Thoughtful, sensitive understanding of how various contextual factors affect the reader's appreciation of character



A01 Some understanding of main features and makes generalised reference to aspects of the text.

A04 Limited awareness of social/cultural and historical context.

Mark 5

General comments
with some
focus on character.

Some awareness of 1930s 
America.



03

Reference 
to relevant conversation

More detailed 
reference to the 
text.

Context
becoming more secure



A01  Makes more detailed reference to the text.

A04 Able to set the text in contexts more securely.

Mark 10



Straightforward connection

A01 Some understanding of main features with some reference to relevant 
aspects of the text.

A02 Makes simple comments on particular features.

A03 Makes Straightforward connections between the two poems, selecting 
obvious features of comparison. 

Mark 6

Simple comments



Compares and 
makes some evaluation of subject.



More detailed reference to both poems.



Considers how different aspects of style and structure create effects.



A01 Makes more detailed reference to both poems and begins to probe subtext.

A02 Sees how different aspects of style and structure combine to create effects.

A03 Compares and makes some evaluation of the subject of both poems and the different ways writers achieve effects. 

Mark 10



Gets straight to the subtext with confidence

Secure grasp of ideas, thoughtful interpretation





18 marks
AO1  Explores ideas, relationships and subtext with some confidence, supports with detailed references
AO2 Some focus on how meanings are created by language
AO3  Consistently compares substantial ideas and relationships and some comparison of how ideas are conveyed




