'Achieving a balance between economic growth and sustainable development in China is problematic' Discuss. [22]
This essay can me matched with the following focus boxes in U4:
· 4.3.6 Threats to China's environment associated with economic growth
· 4.3.7 Sustainable development in China
China is now the world's second largest economy with a nominal GDP of $9.725 trillion, only second to the USA. They have experienced decades of double digit economic growth which has undoubtedly been an economic success, but, have they been able to balance this monumental growth with sustainable development? We can assess sustainable development by looking at environmental / social change.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A key change in China's economy was Deng Xiaoping's 'Open Door Policy' in 1979 which opened up China to the rest of the world whilst reforming the internal make up of the country. There were reforms to the SOE's which meant the inefficient ones were allowed to go bust, enforcing the principle of 'Creative Destruction'. Although some may argue that this promoted economic efficiency; it also created large problems for urban communities. At the same time that SOEs were reformed, so was the housing system under the 'Housing Reform Act' 1988 which led to the privitisation of housing. This meant that some people had lost jobs in SOEs whilst having to deal with paying private money for housing which previously would have been provided by the state. This meant that a large population of people experienced a fall in living standards with around 1.8 million families being forced to live in housing less than 4m2 in size. This shows how a balance between economic growth and development of sustainable urban housing has not been met, having an impact on social sustainable development.
The next conflict arising is through the environmental degradation that the nation has received in its pursuit of 'economic growth at all costs'. The Huai River has a drainage area of around 174,000km meaning that its wate supply is depended upon by a large number of people. In 2005, the Chinese government rejected plans to build 85 new water treatment centres along the river on the grounds that it was not in line with productive economic investment. This shows a direct situation in which China's sustainable development has been shown to be problematic and the Chinese choosing to opt for economic growth. This has consequently led to industry accounting for 94.2% of all ammonium nitrate in the river which puts the drinking water of some 100 million people in jeopardy, which is not sustainable, considering the health implications that this could have. In addition to this, the government invested $227 million in new water treatment plants which some may view to be attempts to increase sustainability. However, I feel that the amount of environment pollution should be curtailed via compulsory legislation as opposed to trying to repair the damage once it is done. But there have been attempts by the governement to promote sustainable development recently in the form of 'Take Black Hat Off' campaign whereby they closed 12 inefficient power stations and installed millions of solar panels to factories in the area of Linfen. A more important component of legislation that they introduced was to tie the promotions prospects o f government officials to meeting certain environmental standards which may be seen as a way to balance econmic growth and sustainable development in the long run. But there is no doubt that up 'till now the balance between economic growth and sustainable development has been a huge problem.
What may have caused the biggest problem for the Chinese was the rate at which they grew and not so much the magnitude of growth. From 1978 to 2007 the urban population as a percetage of the population increased from 7% to 41% due to the flood of workers (rural migrants) to take up jobs to fuel the growth. This has had a huge social and environmental impact by virtue of the 'urban sprawl' in China. This is well exemplified by the growth in area of Shanghai by 486% from 1985-1995 which has led to a loss in cultivatable land equivalent to a 33% per capita loss in rural land. This sprawl has been exacerbated by the lack of coordination between local and state governments who have conflicting objectives on how the land is allocated. Ultimately, the urban sprawl induced by policies which promoted economic growth can be seen to have a long term effect on the sustainable food supply of urban areas. This is because populations are going up and agricultural land is going down meaning that if it continues, there could be famines which can be considered to be highly unsustainable.
[image: ]
To conlcude I feel that there is conclusive eveidence that the Chinese have been unable to balance economic growth and sustainable development. However, the Kuznets Curve shows that it is common for most economies to grow environmentally unsustainably as most economies tend to start off as industrial economies leading to high levels of pollution. This means that although the Chinese may be environmentally unsustainable; this may not be too problematic when taking a holistic view of other economies such as the UK during the industrial revolution. However, the unsustainable development of urban communities in particular is a cause for concern. I feel the root cause of this has been the political structure of the nation whereby there is a lack of policy harmonisation between local and central governments leading to policies that coflict rather than complement each other being implemented. Although there has been a lack of balance between economic growth and general sustainable development thus far, the Chinese fututre may be brighter. The 10th Five Year Plan (from 2001-2005) of Xiaokang relates to an all round better society with environmental sustainability being a main pillar which means that sustainable development could improve.
Examiner Commentary:
AO1 (8/9) 
Wide ranging, thorough and accurate knowledge, high order of conceptual understanding
Evidence – detailed knowledge of economic growth in China and associated changes which compromise social and environmental sustainable development supported with facts (GDP of $9.725 trillion) urban population growth rates; growth in Shanghai and associated loss in rural land; lack of policy harmonisation between local/ central government;  5 year plans.
Wholly appropriate, accurate and well-developed examples
Evidence – Huai River and proposed water treatment; Linfen and shift to sustainable energy
Accurate and relevant supporting geographical terminology
Evidence – SOEs, urban sprawl
Well-directed and well-annotated sketch maps/diagrams
Evidence – Kuznet’s Curve
AO2 (11/11) 
Sophisticated application either to analyse or interpret or evaluate
Evidence – discursive from the start, with the discussion sustained ‘Up til now, the balance between economic growth and sustainable development has been a huge problem’, ‘the biggest problem..was the rate at which they grew .. not so much the magnitude of growth’
Synthesis of the connections between different elements of the response to the question
Evidence – links economic growth with aspects of social and environmental sustainability; Kuznet’s curve provides a conceptual framework linking changing relationship between economic growth and sustainable development
Confident application of the specialised concepts
Evidence –causality (lack of investment in water treatment and drinking water quality), equilibrium (balancing economic growth and sustainable development), interdependence (urban sprawl and associated loss of agricultural land), globalisation (Open Door Policy), mitigation and adaptation (solar panels in Linfen), sustainability (fall in living standards, water quality), thresholds (Kuznet’s)

AO3 (2/2) 
A well-constructed, coherent and logical response
Evidence – well-structured answer with a very good standard of spelling, punctuation and grammar
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