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MEDIA RELEASE

EMBARGOED UNTIL 09.30 HOURS – THURSDAY,

20 AUGUST 2009
GCE ADVANCED LEVEL EXAMINATION 2009
GCE ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY EXAMINATION 2009
ADVANCED EXTENSION AWARD 2009
WELSH BACCALAUREATE QUALIFICATION 2009
WALES' A LEVEL RESULTS - A CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION 

WJEC Chief Executive Gareth Pierce today congratulated students in Wales for their performance at A and AS level. "The results announced today represent the culmination of years of hard work by students and teachers" he said.  "They are all to be congratulated for their excellent achievements." 
There was an increase of 1,600 in the number of A level subject entries in Wales this year to 38,433, and an increase of over 1,500 in the number of students entering for the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification's Advanced Diploma.  
As last year, the most popular A and AS level subjects were English, Mathematics and Biology, all of which attracted over 2,500 entries at A level and over 3,000 entries at AS.  A growth in the number of entries at A and AS level was seen in Wales for all the sciences and for Mathematics and Further Mathematics compared with last year, with increases ranging from 2% for Biology to 14% for Physics.  
Entries for Modern Foreign Languages were more variable in Wales, as was also the case in England. At A level there was a decrease of 8% in the number of entries for French and 3% for German, although Spanish saw an increase of 17%.  At AS there were reduced entries in each of these languages. 
There was a small improvement in the number of A grades achieved overall at A level, from 24% in 2008 to 25% this year.  Subjects where students performed exceptionally well included Chemistry (up 2% to 34% gaining Grade A), French (up 3% to 34% at Grade A), German (up 1% to 34% at Grade A) and Economics (up 6% to 33% at Grade A).  The results for Mathematics and Further Mathematics were also excellent, with 44% and 56% respectively of all students gaining A Grades.  
The number of entries from male candidates in Wales increased this year at A level (by 7%, representing 1,082 candidates) and at AS (by 2% i.e. 495 candidates).   

Male candidates also narrowed the gap between their achievements and those of the female candidates, especially at the higher grades, although females continue to do slightly better.   For example, the difference between boys and girls achieving an A Grade at A level decreased from 4% in 2008 to 1% this year. 
Success for WJEC 
WJEC's A level subject entries from Wales and England increased to 56,500 in 2009, a 7% increase on the comparable figures in 2008.  WJEC’s AS  entries increased by 40%, from 70,500 last year to 98,900 this year, and entries for the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma nearly doubled from 1,857 in 2008 to 3,419 in 2009. 

Over 400 students in Wales and England sat WJEC's innovative new Applied Business and Applied ICT Single and Double AS awards this year. The examinations for these new qualifications were offered entirely on-screen, as befitted two technology-based applied subjects.  The controlled assessment, coursework and examinations featured a combination of avatars, graphics and audio content, as well as simulation software. 
"WJEC is delighted to offer these new cutting-edge qualifications, and we look forward to building on this year's experience with on-screen assessment," said Gareth Pierce, WJEC Chief Executive. "We are grateful to our staff and teams of examiners and moderators for their commitment in progressing these new developments and in all subjects for their hard work in dealing with a substantial increase in the number of AS and A level examination entries, ensuring that our candidates' efforts are reliably and fairly reflected in their examination results"

****************************

A level – Overall Entries and Results at A level in Wales (All Awarding Bodies)

· The total A level entry for 2009 in Wales (across all awarding bodies) was 38,433. This represents an increase of 1,597 (4.3%) compared with 2008.
· The 2009, pass rate for subject entries as a whole (Grades A - E), was exactly the same as the 2008 pass rate - 97.6%. 
· The proportion of Grade A awards in all subjects was 25.0% in 2009, compared with 24.1% in 2008. 
· Females make up 55% of A level entries and, in general, continue to perform slightly better than males, although the gap has closed a little compared with previous years.  For example, 25.3% of subject entries for females gained Grade A this year, compared with 24.5% for males.

Individual Subjects at A level in Wales (All Awarding Bodies)

The following table shows, for students in Wales, the entries and results for a selection of subjects at A level:

	Subject
	Entry
	Percentage

Grade A-E
	Percentage Gaining Grade A

	
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009

	Art and Design Subjects1
	2083
	2224
	98.1
	98.0
	28.9
	29.9

	Biology
	2599
	2641
	95.7
	95.5
	23.9
	25.5

	Business Studies
	888
	967
	98.6
	98.4
	17.0
	17.6

	Chemistry
	2069
	2188
	96.6
	96.4
	31.7
	33.8

	Drama
	908
	911
	99.1
	99.2
	22.8
	23.4

	English2
	3888
	4080
	99.4
	99.7
	23.7
	22.4

	French
	937
	866
	99.1
	99.0
	30.7
	33.6

	Geography
	1770
	1866
	98.9
	98.6
	24.4
	25.3

	German
	252
	244
	99.2
	100.0
	32.9
	33.6

	History
	2943
	3223
	99.4
	99.4
	25.6
	26.4

	ICT/Computing1
	1898
	2021
	96.8
	96.7
	13.7
	14.6

	Law
	943
	999
	96.7
	96.3
	19.0
	19.9

	Mathematics
	2928
	3165
	98.0
	97.3
	43.4
	43.5

	Media/Film Studies1
	1353
	1307
	98.8
	99.2
	16.2
	15.2

	Music
	777
	734
	98.7
	98.9
	17.6
	15.5

	Physics
	1289
	1474
	94.6
	94.3
	25.6
	28.1

	Psychology
	1680
	1700
	95.2
	95.0
	15.5
	17.4

	Religious Studies
	1115
	1223
	98.4
	98.9
	21.0
	25.4

	Sociology
	1205
	1243
	97.3
	97.9
	18.9
	21.2

	Spanish
	229
	268
	98.7
	98.1
	39.7
	29.9

	Sport/PE Studies
	1154
	1121
	95.4
	96.5
	12.6
	12.0

	Technology Subjects1
	970
	1006
	96.9
	97.3
	11.3
	11.8

	Welsh  (First Language)
	362
	346
	99.7
	99.7
	21.3
	21.4

	Welsh (Second Language)
	567
	595
	97.9
	98.5
	16.6
	18.0


1 
These titles cover a range of related subjects.

2 
English covers three subject areas:  English Literature, English Language and English Language & Literature.

The overall pattern shows considerable stability, with variations from year to year reflecting typical differences that can occur between cohorts. The generally high pass rates reflect the fact that students know from the AS results obtained during their first year of A level studies what their prospects are for success over the full programme of study. Students can therefore take informed decisions regarding their second year studies and are unlikely to continue with a subject where their AS results are not satisfactory.     

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) – Overall Entries and Results at AS in Wales (All Awarding Bodies)


· The total Advanced Subsidiary (AS) entry for 2009 in Wales (across all awarding bodies) was 47,865, slightly more than the 47,031 recorded in 2008.   

· The pass rate for all subjects (Grades A - E) was 86.0% in 2009, compared with 88.5% in 2008; the proportion of Grade A awards was 16.9%, compared with 18.1% last year.  

· As at A level, females generally perform better than males across all grades – for example, 58.6% of subject entries from females gained Grade C or better, compared with 52.7% for males.

Individual Subjects at Advanced Subsidiary (AS) in Wales (All Awarding Bodies)
The following table charts the entries and results for a selection of AS subjects for students in Wales.
	Subject
	Entry
	Percentage

Grade A-E
	Percentage Gaining Grade A

	
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009

	Art and Design Subjects1
	2717
	2708
	95.3
	94.1
	23.6
	24.0

	Biology
	3427
	3633
	80.2
	80.8
	14.9
	15.8

	Business Studies
	1364
	1354
	85.3
	83.5
	11.1
	11.4

	Chemistry
	2862
	2884
	85.4
	83.3
	21.8
	19.5

	Drama
	964
	858
	97.7
	95.5
	15.8
	12.2

	English2
	4086
	4308
	98.2
	95.7
	18.8
	13.9

	French
	1135
	988
	92.4
	89.0
	20.8
	18.5

	Geography
	1966
	1817
	91.3
	85.7
	21.0
	17.3

	German
	304
	263
	96.7
	86.3
	27.3
	19.0

	History
	3182
	2895
	96.6
	93.1
	16.9
	18.9

	ICT/Computing1
	2565
	2539
	87.8
	83.0
	12.0
	10.4

	Law
	1263
	1167
	89.2
	83.4
	14.5
	16.2

	Mathematics
	3543
	4069
	82.6
	82.4
	31.4
	30.0

	Media/Film Studies1
	1597
	1719
	96.4
	94.7
	14.9
	15.6

	Music
	906
	802
	95.3
	91.5
	21.5
	12.3

	Physics
	1929
	2053
	83.9
	81.0
	21.3
	18.6

	Psychology
	2559
	2724
	76.6
	74.9
	11.9
	9.2

	Religious Studies
	1505
	1626
	91.0
	88.9
	19.1
	17.3

	Sociology
	1707
	1840
	85.5
	82.2
	16.4
	15.0

	Spanish
	351
	267
	93.2
	95.5
	20.8
	29.6

	Sport/PE Studies
	1490
	1333
	81.1
	82.1
	8.9
	7.7

	Technology Subjects1
	1263
	1323
	89.5
	82.5
	10.7
	7.6

	Welsh (First Language)
	328
	347
	100
	99.4
	18.6
	21.9

	Welsh (Second Language)
	689
	682
	98.4
	96.5
	19.4
	16.6


1 
These titles cover a range of related subjects.

2 
English covers three subject areas:  English Literature, English Language and English Language & Literature.

The results for 2009 include a combination of entries for the old AS specifications, and  first entries for the new specifications, taught from September 2008 onwards. 

The pass rates, and the percentages gaining Grade A, are lower than for A level, reflecting the broader range of students that typically embark on the AS stage of the overall AS/A programme, and the broader range of subjects studied by students who then go on to specialise at A level in the subjects in which they are most likely to do well. 
Applied GCE (A/AS)

For the third time, Applied A level subjects have been awarded. Overall entries in Wales for A level Single Award were 1,786, of which 6.7% gained Grade A and 91.5% gained Grades A-E.  For A level Double Award the overall entries were 502, of which 7.2% gained Grade AA and 90.6% gained Grades AA – EE.  

For AS Single Award overall entries show an increase compared with 2008, with 2,384 entries, of which 4.6% gained Grade A and 80.2% gained Grades A-E.   For AS Double Award overall entries were 432, of which 10.2% gained Grade AA and 84.3% gained Grades AA-EE.  

The most popular Applied GCE subjects were Health and Social Care, Applied Business and Applied ICT.

Advanced Extension Award 

The Advanced Extension Award is designed to stretch the ablest of A level candidates, the examination papers being taken separately from the main A level papers but based on the same body of knowledge.

In 2009, there were 156 subject entries from Wales for the Advanced Extension Award, 36.5% of whom gained at least a merit award, with 9.6% gaining a distinction.   The most popular subjects were Geography, English and Mathematics. 
************************************
Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma
WJEC is delighted to confirm the fifth August award for the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma. 

The Welsh Bac goes from strength to strength.  Based in schools and colleges and with training providers, the total entry for the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma in 2009 was 3,419, a considerable increase on the 2008 figure of 1,857. An encouraging 86% (2,936) of the candidates who entered the challenging Welsh Bac programme completed it in its entirety. 
A total of 2,341 candidates were awarded the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma, compared with 1,186 in 2008. This represented 80% of those who completed the programme, compared with 72% last year. These successful candidates have succeeded in at least two A levels or a vocational equivalent, as well as succeeding in all six Key Skills and all other elements of the Welsh Baccalaureate Core, and they earn 120 UCAS tariff points, which is the same number of points as an A grade at A level.

A further 164 candidates were awarded the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Core Certificate. This in itself represents a very significant achievement by these candidates, including achievement in all 6 key skills and completion of a range of curriculum requirements.  In total 2,505 or 85 % of all the candidates who completed the programme achieved the Core Certificate. This is a pleasing increase on the 79% who achieved the Core Certificate in 2008.

The 432 candidates who did not achieve the full Core Certificate achieved an average of 4 Key Skills qualifications, which are stand-alone qualifications.  These candidates also achieved other parts of the Diploma, for which they will be awarded credit. The cumulative nature of the Welsh Baccalaureate means that, if these candidates achieve the remaining parts of the qualification in the coming academic year, they may choose to enter for the Advanced Diploma in 2010.

Mair Herbert, Deputy Headteacher at Ysgol Bryn Elian High School, said ‘These brilliant Welsh Bac results are a tribute to the hard work of everyone involved. The students thoroughly enjoyed their Welsh Bac studies and appreciate the skills and confidence they have developed as they move on to higher education or employment.’  

Awareness of the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma amongst Higher Education Institutions has grown considerably within the last two academic years and all universities in Wales and a growing number in England have confirmed their acceptance of the Advanced Diploma in their admissions policies.

Dr Hywel Davies, Head of Admissions and Recruitment at the University of Wales Aberystwyth said ‘The Welsh Baccalaureate is proving an excellent preparation for Higher Education. Students who achieve the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma bring with them to university, a range of transferable skills and an ability to act as independent learners. We look forward to considering more and more applications from such impressive candidates,'
Professor Danny Saunders, Head of the Centre for Lifelong Learning at the University of Glamorgan said ‘Welsh Bac students are well motivated and highly valued as undergraduates by my colleagues at the University of Glamorgan.’   

**************************************
NOTES FOR EDITORS

General 

The data provided in the main body of this media release represent the aggregate information for Wales across all Awarding Bodies, and are “provisional” in the sense that they represent the position at the time that results are issued.

GCE Results issued on 20 August 2009 are for the eighth full cycle of Curriculum 2000 qualifications. This qualifications framework is common across Wales, England and Northern Ireland. Comprehensive data for entries and results on a country-by-country basis are provided by the Joint Council for Qualifications (www.jcq.org.uk), and may be accessed from 9:30 am on Thursday 20 August 2009.


These qualifications are designed to offer students the opportunity for greater flexibility and breadth of study at post-16. Typically, students take four GCE AS subjects in Year 12 and then study three of these subjects to Advanced level. The provision for staged assessment and the feedback of results for individual units means that there is much greater information for candidates and teachers on which to base subject choices, focus their learning and make decisions about re-sitting. (Candidates are allowed to resit each unit before certification.)

In comparing the results of individual schools/colleges or groups of schools/colleges' results with any aggregate totals, it should be borne in mind that substantial variations among schools/colleges are to be expected:  there are a number of social, economic and educational factors which have a bearing on the performances of pupils in examinations, of which the effectiveness of the school/college is only one.

GCE Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced Level

The A level examination is made up of two parts, the Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and the A2.  The A level is made up of six units for each specification, with three units leading to the AS award and a further three for the A level award. The AS and the A2 combined in a single subject constitute the A level.  

The structure of most courses starting in September 2008 was revised to four units, with two leading to the AS award and a further two for the A level award.  A few courses (for example the sciences, Welsh and Music) remain as six unit specifications, and Mathematics is being considered at a later date. 
The standard set for the AS is that expected at the end of the first year of a two year course.  The AS covers the less demanding material in an A level course. The AS is not, therefore, of full Advanced standard. During the second year of the course, students develop greater insights into, and understanding of, the subjects they are studying - and the A2 covers the more demanding material in the course. The A level standard has been carried forward from  previous A level syllabuses.

From 2010 onwards a new A* grade will be awarded to those students who have achieved both a Grade A overall (that is 80 per cent of the maximum uniform marks for the whole A level qualification) and 90 per cent of the maximum uniform marks on the aggregate of the A2 unit scores.

The A* grade will be awarded for the A level qualification only and not for the AS qualification or for individual units. 

Advanced Extension Award 

This is the eighth year in which awards are being issued in the Advanced Extension Award (AEA), an examination designed to stretch the ablest of Advanced level candidates.  The AEA is available in 19 subjects.  The examination papers are taken separately from the main A level papers but are based on the same body of knowledge.

The AEA is being withdrawn after the June 2009 examination series, except in mathematics where the qualification will continue until at least June 2013. 

The administration of the AEA has been shared across the Awarding Bodies, with WJEC offering Geography, Welsh First Language and Welsh Second Language.  Results for all AEA subjects will be on the JCQ website (www.jcq.org.uk) from 9:30 am on 20 August 2009.

Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification

The Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification is an overarching qualification designed to provide candidates with a broad and balanced range of experiences that will equip them for living in the modern world. The qualification promotes parity of esteem between vocational and academic pathways. 

Piloting of the Welsh Baccalaureate Intermediate and Advanced Diplomas post-16 began in September 2003. Following a successful external evaluation report on the initial pilot project, the Welsh Assembly Government confirmed that the post-16 qualification was suitable to be rolled out to schools, colleges and work-based learning providers across Wales from September 2007. 
The Welsh Baccalaureate Foundation Diploma (age range 14 - 19) and Intermediate Diploma (age range 14 - 16) were also involved in a pilot which began in September 2006 and was completed this August. 

As a result of these developments, from September 2009, 168 schools, colleges and training providers, with around 30,000 students, will be delivering the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification at all three levels, as part of the roll out of the full qualification. 

The programme of study is made up of a Core and Options. The Core has five components - Key Skills; the Individual Investigation; Wales, Europe and the World; Work-related Education; and Personal and Social Education. The Options are subjects and courses such as GCE, VCE, NVQ and BTEC that make up a candidate's complete programme of study.

Candidates who complete all parts of the Welsh Baccalaureate (Core and Options) at the required standards are awarded the Welsh Baccalaureate Diploma at the appropriate level.  This is the fifth year for awarding the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma and the assessment requirements of this award are outlined below.

	Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma

	Core
	Options

	· Three key skills at level 3, one of which must be Communication, Application of Number or ICT, together with the other key skills at level 2

· Wales, Europe and the World, including language module

(
Working with an Employer, including team enterprise activity
(
Individual Investigation at level 3

(
Personal and Social Education, including community participation

	Two grades A-E at GCE Advanced or NVQ Level 3 or BTEC National Certificate at pass level or equivalent


The UCAS tariff system awards successful Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma candidates with 120 points, equivalent to that awarded for an A grade in an A level subject.  These points are additional to the points given to their A level achievement. 
Candidates entering for the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma in summer 2009 are from the following schools and colleges:

	Alun School
	Neath Port Talbot College (Margam Park)

	Bridgend College
	Pembrokeshire College

	Bryntirion Comprehensive School
	Pen Y Dre High School

	Builth Wells High School
	Penglais School

	Caerleon Comprehensive School
	Pontypridd High School

	Cantonian High School
	Porth County Community School

	Cardinal Newman RC High School
	Prestatyn High School

	Cathays High School
	Queen Elizabeth High School

	Coleg Glan Hafren
	Ysgol Bryn Elian

	Coleg Gwent - Crosskeys Campus
	Ysgol Brynhyfryd

	Coleg Gwent - Ebbw Vale Campus
	Ysgol Caergybi

	Coleg Gwent - Newport Campus
	Ysgol David Hughes

	Coleg Gwent - Pontypool Campus
	Ysgol Dyffryn Nantlle

	Coleg Llandrillo
	Ysgol Glan Clwyd

	Coleg Meirion Dwyfor
	Ysgol Gyfun Gwyr

	Coleg Menai
	Ysgol Gyfun Llangefni

	Coleg Morgannwg
	Ysgol Gyfun Plasmawr

	Coleg Sir Gar
	Ysgol Morgan Llwyd

	Cowbridge Comprehensive School
	Ysgol Pencoed

	Deeside College
	Ysgol Preseli

	Fairwater High School
	Ysgol Rhiwabon

	Gowerton School
	Ysgol Sir Hugh Owen

	Gwernyfed High School
	Ysgol Syr Thomas Jones

	Hawarden High School
	Ysgol Tre Gib

	Lewis School Pengam
	Ysgol Uwchradd Bodedern

	Merthyr Tydfil College
	Ysgol Y Strade

	Neath Port Talbot College
	


Additional information on the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification (WBQ) is available on the WBQ web site (www.wbq.org.uk).

WJEC

WJEC CBAC Ltd is the one awarding body with its headquarters in Wales. For 2009, subject entries with WJEC represent 71% of the total A level entry in Wales. WJEC’s examinations at GCE AS and A level are also taken by a significant number of schools and colleges in England..

· Total WJEC entries for the GCE A level examination have risen by 7.4% from 52,556 in 2008 to 56,469 this year. 

· Total WJEC entries for the GCE Advanced Subsidiary examination have risen by 40.3% from 70,513 in 2008 to 98,936 this year. 

In administering examinations across all levels the WJEC has this year

· appointed over 4,000 examiners and moderators to deal with its examinations work, the vast majority of whom are serving teachers with extensive professional experience

· received entries from all the schools and colleges in Wales, and approximately 3,000 centres in England

· set nearly 700 Welsh medium papers
· offered nearly 500 in-service training sessions, attended by over 14,000 teachers
· provided extensively for candidates with special assessment needs.
**************************************
GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE EXAMINATIONS SYSTEM

External Monitoring of Standards
Ultimately, all awarding bodies are answerable to the Regulatory Authorities – Ofqual (England), DCELLS (Wales) and CCEA (Northern Ireland) – for the standards of the examinations. The regulatory authorities monitor the awarding bodies’ standards. 

In addition, the awarding bodies themselves conduct a number of comparability studies to compare standards. Maintaining standards within and across all qualifications is the paramount concern of the awarding bodies.

How exams are set and marked

Each examination paper is thoroughly vetted to make sure it is clear, represents a fair test of the specification and is pitched at the right level for the students.  The setting of examination papers is subject to careful quality control and involves a team of experienced examiners and teachers and a rigorous moderation and checking process.  The whole process follows rules laid down by the Regulatory Authorities.

Each awarding body has:

· one person who is ultimately responsible for ensuring the quality and standards of all its qualifications;

· a Chair of Examiners who is responsible for maintaining standards year on year across different specifications (syllabuses) in a subject;

· Chief Examiners for each specification;

· Principal Examiners who are responsible for the setting of an examination paper and standardising the marking.


Enquiries about Results and Appeals

An examination centre (school or college) which is concerned about the grade a student has been awarded can ask for the paper(s) to be re-checked and the marking to be reviewed.  This is known as an enquiry about a result.  

The review of marking involves a reassessment of the work by a Senior Examiner.  Following the review, candidates’ grades can be confirmed, lowered or raised.  

The Awarding Body arranges for senior examiners to review the marking of papers according to the original mark scheme.  A clerical check will also be conducted to ensure the marks were calculated and recorded correctly.  The outcome of the enquiry is communicated in writing to the centre.  If the centre is still unhappy following the review of marking, an appeal can be lodged.  

Access to scripts

Over the past five years there has been a significant move towards increasing the openness and transparency of the public examination system.  Since 2000, students have been able to ask to have marked examination scripts returned to them in all subjects so that they can see exactly how and where they earned their marks.  2001 was the first year that scripts were available on request for all Advanced and GCSE subjects.  This arrangement will continue in 2009.

Access and equality of opportunity

All awarding bodies promote access and equality of opportunity in the examination system by making provision for candidates with special requirements.

Similarly, the awarding bodies give special consideration to students who have suffered problems such as illness, injury or bereavement at the time of the examination.  There are large numbers of requests for special consideration every summer and each one is treated individually.

For further information, please contact: 

Ceri Thomas, Marketing and Communications Manager
029 2026 5309, ceri.thomas@wjec.co.uk
Gareth Pierce, Chief Executive

WJEC

245 Western Avenue

Cardiff
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