9thJanuary 2009

Dear colleague

Re. Consultation on WJEC Level 2 Certificates in Latin

The WJEC Certificates in Latin have been developed in response to views expressed by Latin teachers from a wide range of backgrounds and experiences. We very much hope that they will meet the needs of your students. 

The specifications and sample assessment materials (question papers and mark schemes) will be submitted to QCA for approval in February. Before they are submitted, we would like to give you the opportunity to tell us if you think they should change in any way. 

On the following pages are some specific questions which we would appreciate your thoughts on, but we would be equally interested to hear your overall views and comments, positive or otherwise. Please feel free to complete only parts of the consultation form if you wish.
As time is short, we would be grateful if you could send your comments by email to latin@wjec.co.uk simply save this consultation document to your computer, type in any responses and attach the completed document to your email. 

With thanks and best wishes

Alan Clague (Subject Officer)

Section A: General

Certificate titles
The Certificate in Latin Language and Roman Civilisation and the Certificate in Latin Language have the same core unit (Unit 21: Core Latin Language, worth 65% of the total marks) and one other unit (either Roman Civilisation or Additional Latin Language worth 35%). 
A1.
Do you think that the titles of Certificate in Latin Language and Roman Civilisation and Certificate in Latin Language should be amalgamated into one title (perhaps Certificate in Latin, as in GCSE) or is it preferable for the titles of the Certificates to accurately reflect the content on the units taken by the candidates?
Keep as two separate Certificate titles / Combine into one Certificate title. 
(Please delete as appropriate.)

Awards for a single unit
It may possible for us to introduce awards based on individual units (e.g. a candidate might enter only for Unit 21 (Core Latin Language) and receive an Award in Core Latin Language). Such awards would provide recognition of achievement in an accredited qualification, contributing an appropriate % to Level 2 thresholds in Performance Measures. 
A2.
Would you be likely to take advantage of such awards in individual units?


YES / NO
Examinations in January
A3.
Would you be likely to make use of a January examination series if this were offered, for example in the Core Latin Language unit?
YES / NO
Notes:

1. 
As the Certificates are unitised, a January series of examinations would allow candidates to sit, or re-sit parts of the examinations at different times.  For example, a student might sit Unit 22 (Roman Civilisation) at the end of year 10 and Unit 21 (Core Latin Language) in January of Year 11, allowing a re-sit opportunity of this in June of Year 11 if needed; or alternatively Unit 21 (Core Latin Language) in January of Year 11, allowing a re-sit opportunity of this unit in June of Year 11, when Unit 24 (Additional Latin Language) would be taken. For all units one re-sit would be allowed.

2. 
The priority for January provision would be regarded as the Core Latin Language unit.  So far as literary texts are concerned, we estimate that about 4 examinations can be set on any given literature prescription. Introducing a January examination series for the literature units could reduce the number of years in which a particular prescription of literature is set from about 4 years to 2 years. 

Section B: Specific Units
Unit 21: Grammatical structures (Section 8.1)
B1. 
Do you consider the grammatical structures set for this Unit to be:

too few    /    about right    /    too many?
(please delete as appropriate)

If too few or too many, please explain:
B2.
Is it reasonable and realistic to expect candidates to know the 4th and 5th declensions for this Unit? 
YES / NO
B3.
Is it reasonable and realistic to expect candidates to be able to translate examples of the gerundive of obligation for this Unit? 
YES / NO
Unit 24: Grammatical structures (Section 8.2)
B4. 
Do you consider the grammatical structures for this Unit to be:

too few    /    about right    /    too many?

If too few or too many, please explain:
Units 25 and 26: Prescribed texts (Sections 8.1 and 8.2)
B5. 
Are the texts prescribed for Units 25 and 26 appropriate for your students?


YES / NO
B6. 
For how many years should a prescribed text be set before it is changed?
________ years.

Section C: Controlled Assessment
Unit 23: Roman Civilisation (Section 5)

C1. 
Conditions will need to be stipulated for controlled assessment units.  For Unit 23, should candidates be allowed to take in to the controlled assessment:


(a) 
an A4 side of notes, incorporating their primary sources


(b) 
a side of notes and a sheet of primary sources


(c) 
only a sheet of primary sources, with no notes? 


(Please delete as appropriate.)

C2.
Do you have any other comments specific to the optional controlled assessment units, in either Roman civilisation or Latin literature (Section 5 in each specification)?
Section D: Further Comments
Please use this section for any further comments you may have about the Certificates.

Section E: About Your School
Independent    /    State non-selective    /    Selective
(Please delete as appropriate.)

Average number of examination candidates per year: ____________
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