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SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 

 
This specification is divided into a total of 4 units, 2 AS units and 2 A2 units.  Weightings 
noted below are expressed in terms of the full A level qualification. 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 
 

 AS (2 units) 
 

G1 1 hour 30 minutes Written Paper 75 marks (100 UMS) 
Unit title: Changing Physical Environments 
Two Themes 
• Investigating climate change 
• Investigating tectonic and hydrological change 
Three structured questions with stimulus material, one of which tests 
research/fieldwork 
G2 1 hour 30 minutes Written Paper 75 marks (100 UMS) 
Unit Title: Changing Human Environments 
Two Themes 
• Investigating population change 
• Investigating settlement change  
Three structured questions with stimulus material, one of which tests 
research/fieldwork 

 
 A LEVEL (the above plus a further 2 units) 
 

G3    2 hours 15 minutes Written Paper 75 marks (120 UMS) 
Unit title: Contemporary Themes and Research in Geography 
 
Section A – 1 hour 30 minutes 
Two essays - one from each of the two contemporary themes. One theme 
selected from three physical options and one theme selected from three 
human options.  A choice from two questions for each theme. 
 
Section B – 45 minutes 
For each of 10 themes, there will be a topic area set by the Board in 
December (January series) and May (June series) of the preceding year. 
Candidates design and carry out a research enquiry based on their chosen 
theme and prescribed topic area. This will be assessed by a two-part question 
based on research enquiry and the findings of their research. This question 
will be given out after 1 hour 30 minutes when Section A is handed in. 
 
G4    1 hour 45 minutes Written Paper  80 marks (80 UMS) 
Unit title:  Sustainability 
Sustainable Food Supply 
Sustainable Water Supply 
Sustainable Energy 
Sustainable Cities 
Pre-release material in December and May prior to the examination for a 
Decision Making Exercise 
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GEOGRAPHY 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 
 1. 1 Criteria for AS and A Level GCE 
 

This specification has been designed to meet the general criteria for GCE Advanced 
Subsidiary (AS) and A level (A) and the subject criteria for AS/A Geography as 
issued by the regulators [September 2006].  The qualifications will comply with the 
grading, awarding and certification requirements of the Code of Practice for 'general' 
qualifications (including GCE). 

 
The AS qualification will be reported on a five-grade scale of A, B, C, D, E.  The A 
level qualification will be reported on a six-grade scale of A*, A, B, C, D, E.  The 
award of A* at A level will provide recognition of the additional demands presented by 
the A2 units in term of 'stretch and challenge' and 'synoptic' requirements.  
Candidates who fail to reach the minimum standard for grade E are recorded as U 
(unclassified), and do not receive a certificate.  The level of demand of the AS 
examination is that expected of candidates half way through a full A level course. 

 
The AS assessment units will have equal weighting with the second half of the 
qualification (A2) when these are aggregated to produce the A level award.  AS 
consists of two assessment units, referred to in this specification as G1 and G2.  A2 
also consists of two units and these are referred to as G3 and G4.  

 
Assessment units may be retaken prior to certification for the AS or A level 
qualifications, in which case the better result will be used for the qualification award.  
Individual assessment unit results, prior to certification for a qualification, have a shelf 
life limited only by the shelf life of the specification. 
 
The specification and assessment materials are available in English and Welsh. 
 

 
1.2 Prior learning 

 
The specification is equally accessible to all, irrespective of age, gender and ethnic, 
religious or cultural background.  

 
 No prior learning in geography is required.  However, the knowledge, understanding 

and skills acquired through GCSE Geography or equivalent would help in the 
introductory stages of this course. 

 
Grade C in GCSE Mathematics, or equivalent, is beneficial.  Candidates will be 
expected to: understand units used for geographical quantities and measurements 
and interpret geographical numerical data presented in a variety of forms. 
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1.3 Progression 
 

The four-part structure of this specification (2 units for AS, and an additional 2 for the 
full A level) allows for both staged and end-of-course assessment and thus allows 
candidates to defer decisions about progression from AS to the full A level 
qualification. 

 

 This specification provides a suitable foundation for the study of Geography or a 
related area through a range of higher education courses; progression to the next 
level of vocational qualifications; or direct entry into employment.  In addition, the 
specification provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for 
candidates who do not progress to further study in this subject. 

 
 1.4 Rationale 
 

• The specification recognises the vital role geography has in the 21st century 
curriculum. It encourages students to understand their own lives in a global world 
and to understand the vital , complex and inter-related issues they will face in 
their lives such as climate change, poverty and deprivation, global shifts in 
economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. 

• The specification focuses upon the earth as a dynamic place where physical, 
environmental and human processes and changes interact to produce a 
constantly changing world that the students will shortly enter as adults. Important 
concepts and processes are studied in the context of real places that exist in a 
local, regional, national and global context. 

• It enables students to become responsible, knowledgeable and skilful citizens; an 
understanding of some of the complex spatial interactions in the modern world 
will be a starting point for the students' further understanding and quest for 
knowledge of the world in which they live. 

• It emphasises a student-centred enquiry approach to learning that encourages an 
active attitude to ideas and information. 

• In order to comprehend the changing world, students will develop their own 
attitudes and values based on their study of some complex issues facing society. 
As they develop attitudes and values they will acquire an armoury of skills: 
literacy, numeracy, graphicacy, cartography and GIS. 

• By working on their own with appropriate guidance students will develop as 
reflective learners who realise that spatial processes are not all absolute and are 
subject to varying interpretation. 

• The specification gives centres (and students) the opportunity to develop field 
studies and individual research skills by working both independently and in group 
activities outside the classroom in the real world. 

• The specification will build on KS4/GCSE by selecting a range of topics that are 
new in content or approach. 

 
At AS level the emphasis in G1, Changing Physical Environments, is upon the 
dynamic systems of climate and landform change and how people react to and 
manage those changes. Students will develop their understanding of the complex 
and debated theme of climate change, an issue that will affect their lives and enables 
them to appreciate contrasting attitudes and values.  G2, Changing Human 
Environments, similarly focuses upon the dynamic system of changing settlements 
and introduces the complex theme surrounding population change. 
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Students are provided with the opportunity to undertake field studies and research in 
groups or as individuals. Throughout their A level studies students will be exposed to 
themes at a variety of scales and in a range of places so that they develop an 
appreciation that places are not unique but interdependent. Wherever possible, 
centres in Wales are encouraged to provide a Welsh dimension to the themes while 
at the same time encouraging students to draw on examples from the wider world. 
The assessment will have a standard format for both papers merging an assessment 
of knowledge and understanding with field exemplification and appreciation of the 
variety of techniques available to the geographer. 
 
In progressing to A2 students are introduced to a selection of more complex topics 
that are at the heart of Contemporary Themes and Research in Geography (G3). 
G3 will be assessed in three parts: Themes in Contemporary Physical Geography, 
Themes in Contemporary Human Geography in Section A and a Research Enquiry in 
Section B. In Section A, in the broad field of physical geography Extreme 
Environments will enable the student to focus on the processes, environmental 
changes, threats and management of deserts and the tundra lands while Climatic 
Hazards will provide the opportunity to examine in depth the processes leading to, 
the impact and management of hurricanes, storms, tornados and drought. The final 
option will provide centres with the opportunity to focus on Landform Processes in 
either glacial or coastal environments.  

 
Similarly students will have the opportunity to specialise in one of three specialisms 
in human geography; Development is a continuing concern of geographers while the 
economic, political, social and environmental aspects of Globalisation increasingly 
impact on people and places. The impact of geographical processes on place is 
nowhere more rapid and radical than in China and India, which form the alternative 
studies in the theme of Emerging Asia. Students will have the option of specialising 
in one of these three human geographical themes.  

 
For Section B, students have the opportunity to research a pre-issued topic area from 
one of ten research themes. The topic areas for each examination series will be 
issued by WJEC in December and May of the preceding year and assessed under 
examination conditions though a two part essay based on research methodology and 
findings. 
 
In G4 the four themes relating to Sustainability (Sustainable Water, Sustainable 
Energy, Sustainable Population and Sustainable Cities) draw attention to the 
complexities and the management of a sustainable planet. The G4 examination will 
be based on pre-issued resources that will enable students to enter the examination 
prepared for a more rigorous assessment of their knowledge as applied to the 
resources. The questions will require students to draw on their classroom knowledge 
and understanding to respond to the unseen questions, issues, problems and 
solutions posed by the resources. 
 
A2 provides centres with the opportunity to emphasise the uniqueness and 
interdependence of places and themes, the synoptic nature of the assessment 
providing opportunities for differentiation and also for ‘stretch and challenge’. All 
papers at A2 will assess candidates primarily through continuous prose answers 
supported by appropriate techniques. The majority of themes contain elements that 
enable centres to continue to provide a Welsh dimension. However, those beyond 
the Principality have an equal opportunity to development exemplar material that 
draws upon their own region and nation.  
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1.5 The Wider Curriculum 
 
Geography is a subject that by its nature requires candidates to consider spiritual, 
moral and cultural issues. The specification provides a framework for exploration of 
such issues and includes specific content that develops awareness of different 
groups and of different values and attitudes in society.  For example, in G2, 
candidates are required to study issues relating to gender and migration. 

 
The specification engages students directly in a range of wider curriculum areas: 
 
Environmental education e.g. G1, G3 and G4 
Education for sustainable development e.g. G4 
Citizenship education e.g. G1, G2, G3 and G4 
 
The essence of this is the recognition and value of the opinions of people and the 
importance of the environment. Knowledge and understanding of these curriculum 
areas and of the values and attitudes of individuals and societies enable students to 
develop and justify personal judgements about issues such as sustainability. 
 
WJEC has taken into account the 1998 Resolution of the Council of the European 
Community Report, 'Environmental Responsibility; An agenda for further and higher 
education' (HMSO 1993) - in preparing this specification. The issues of 'sustainable 
and inter-dependent development', which are at the heart of the specification, are 
major foundations on which education for environmental responsibility is built. 
 

 The specification also addresses the European dimension where such examples are 
chosen. Students are encouraged to make use of examples from other societies 
throughout the content of the specification.  For example, glacial and coastal 
environments (G3 Theme 2); patterns of migration (G2 Theme 1); industrial decline 
(G2 Theme 2, G3 Themes 4 and 5) 

 
 
 1.6 Prohibited combinations and overlap 
 
 Every specification is assigned a national classification code indicating the subject 

area to which it belongs.  Centres should be aware that candidates who enter for 
more than one GCE qualification with the same classification code will only have one 
grade (the highest) counted for the purpose of the School and College Performance 
Tables.  The classification code for this specification is 3910.   

 
 
 1.7 Equality and Fair Assessment 
 

AS/A levels often require assessment of a broad range of competences. This is 
because they are general qualifications and, as such, prepare candidates for a wide 
range of occupations and higher level courses. 
 
The revised AS/A level qualification and subject criteria were reviewed to identify 
whether any of the competences required by the subject presented a potential barrier 
to any disabled candidates. If this was the case, the situation was reviewed again to 
ensure that such competences were included only where essential to the subject. 
The findings of this process were discussed with disability groups and with disabled 
people. 
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 In GCE Geography, requirements for fieldwork are sufficiently flexible for all 
candidates to participate.  Candidates with visual impairments have difficulty in 
demonstrating skills related to analysis, interpretation and evaluation of geographical 
information including maps, 3-D and colour images. 

 
Reasonable adjustments are made for disabled candidates in order to enable them to 
access the assessments. For this reason, very few candidates will have a complete 
barrier to any part of the assessment.  Information on reasonable adjustments is 
found in the Joint Council for Qualifications document Regulations and Guidance 
Relating to Candidates who are eligible for Adjustments in Examinations. This 
document is available on the JCQ website (www.jcq.org.uk). 
 
Candidates who are still unable to access a significant part of the assessment, even 
after exploring all possibilities through reasonable adjustments, may still be able to 
receive an award. They would be given a grade on the parts of the assessment they 
have taken and there would be an indication on their certificate that not all of the 
competences have been addressed.  This will be kept under review and may be 
amended in future. 
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2 AIMS 
This AS and A level specification in geography is designed to encourage 
students to:  

 
• develop and apply their understanding of geographical concepts and processes 

to understand and interpret our changing world; 
• develop their awareness of the complexity of interactions within and between 

societies, economies, cultures and environments at scales from local to global; 
• develop as global citizens who recognise the challenges of sustainability and the 

implications for their own and others' lives;  
• improve as critical and reflective learners aware of the importance of attitudes 

and values, including their own; 
• become adept in the use and application of skills and new technologies through 

their geographical studies both in and outside the classroom;  
• be inspired by the world around them, and gain enjoyment and satisfaction from 

their geographical studies and understand their relevance.  
 
Specifically, the AS specification aims to encourage students to: 
 
• understand the role of physical processes operating within the dynamic earth 

system; 
• understand the impact of selected physical processes on environments and 

people; 
• develop an awareness of some of the current environmental and human issues 

that face the world; 
• know that issues can be studied at different scales and at different levels of 

complexity; 
• be able to use and interpret geographical information from a range of sources; 
• be able to reinforce classroom work by out-of-class activities in the field and to 

develop an understanding of changing environments through out-of-classroom 
learning. 

 
In addition, the A level specification aims to encourage students to: 
 
• understand the links between the activities of people in a range of environments 

and the environmental, social and economic consequences of those activities; 
• appreciate that an understanding of causes and processes can lead to relevant 

management strategies;  
• synthesise information from a variety of sources in order to draw conclusions; 
• be able to research an aspect of geography with guidance and to report that 

experience under examination conditions; 
• be able to evaluate contrasting theories and explanations of geographical 

processes and phenomena as reflective learners; 
• understand why different individuals and groups hold differing opinions and may 

be biased; 
• understand and interpret information from a variety of sources and be aware of 

the limitations of those sources;   
• be able to tackle geographical issues based upon their A2 studies thus realising 

the holistic nature of geographical studies; 
• develop their awareness of their own role and responsibilities as future citizens. 
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3 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

 
Candidates must meet the following assessment objectives in the context of the 
content detailed in Section 4 of the specification: 
 
AO1  Knowledge and Understanding 

 
On completion of the AS and A level course candidates should have developed 
knowledge and understanding of: 

 
• selected physical, human and environmental processes that underpin key 

geographical concepts;  
• the key concepts of place, space, diversity, interdependence, people–

environment interactions, the processes associated with these, and change over 
time;  

• the importance of scale as a geographical idea; 
• contextualized examples at a range of scales. 

 
AO2 Application 
 
On completion of the AS and A level course candidates should have developed an 
ability to demonstrate: 

 
• understanding of the application and relevance of geography by analysing, 

interpreting and evaluating geographical information, issues and viewpoints; 
• apply their understanding in unfamiliar contexts. 

 
AO3  Skills 

 
On completion of the AS and A level course candidates should have developed the 
ability to: 

 
• use a range of skills and techniques, including the use of maps and images at 

different scales necessary for geographical study; 
• carry out research, and out-of-classroom work including fieldwork, as appropriate 

to the topics selected; 
• use a variety of methods, skills and techniques, modern information technologies, 

including geographical information systems, as appropriate to the content; to 
investigate questions and issues, reach conclusions and communicate findings. 

 
In addition, A level candidates should  

 
• undertake individual research/investigative work, including fieldwork; 
• extend their understanding of geographical ideas, concepts and processes; 
• identify and analyse the connections between the different aspects of geography;  
• analyse and synthesise geographical information in a variety of forms and from a 

range of sources;  
• consider new ideas and developments about the changing nature of geography in 

the 21st century;  
• critically reflect on and evaluate the potential and limitations of approaches and 

methods used both in and outside the classroom.  
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 Weightings 

 
Assessment objective weightings are shown below as % of the full A level, with AS 
weightings in brackets. 

 
Unit Weighting % AO1% AO2% AO3% 
G1 25 (50) 12 (24) 6 (12) 7 (14) 
G2 25 (50) 12 (24) 6 (12) 7 (14) 
G3 30 14  8  8    
G4 20 6    8  6    
Total 100 44 28 28 
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4 SPECIFICATION CONTENT 

 
 4.1 Introduction 

 
The specification for AS is presented in the form of a matrix, as follows: 

 

Key Question 
for 

investigation 
Content 

 

Opportunities to 
deliver the 

requirement for 
research and out-of-

classroom work 
including fieldwork 

Suggested 
examples 

Links 
to 

other 
units 

These are 
questions 
identifying the 
key aspects of 
knowledge and 
understanding. 
 
 

This outlines the 
knowledge and 
understanding required 
from each key 
question. The content 
is written in a way that 
allows teachers 
maximum flexibility in 
their choice of 
exemplar material and 
breadth/depth of 
approach. It provides 
them with the 
opportunity to develop 
and structure their own 
teaching and learning, 
including their own 
attitudes and values 
and those of others. 
This reflects the 
generic nature of the 
assessment.  It 
enables content to be 
updated in response to 
changing geographies 
and encourages 
debate over 
contestations of 
knowledge and 
understanding.  
 

The specific 
examples are for 
guidance and 
illustration and are 
neither 
comprehensive nor 
mandatory.  
Teachers and 
candidates are 
encouraged to 
choose their own 
tasks for research or 
fieldwork enquiries. 

The specific 
examples are for 
guidance and 
illustration and are 
neither 
comprehensive nor 
mandatory.  
Teachers and 
candidates are 
encouraged to apply 
their own case 
studies and 
examples to any part 
of the specification 
and to update these 
in the light of current 
issues and events. 
Teachers may 
choose to focus on 
case studies in 
depth or adopt a 
broader approach 
using a range of 
briefer examples. 
 

 

 
Assessment will be based on the Key Questions and Content and not on the examples 
given in Column 3 and 4. Individually selected and taught examples, case studies and 
illustration will gain credit. 
 
The specification lends itself to the study of Key Questions and their associated content that 
should be delivered through relevant and appropriate enquiry approaches and case 
studies and examples.  The case studies and examples provide depth and relevance to the 
Key Questions and associated content and develop an understanding of the geographical 
concepts.  The opportunities for research and fieldwork enable the development of 
geographical and Key Skills. An emphasis on the study of places encourages and enables 
teachers to exemplify and contextualise geographical processes and helps young people to 
appreciate their relevance and importance.  It also enables the application of understanding 
in unfamiliar contexts and the evaluation of geographical information, issues and viewpoints. 
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Skills and Techniques Incorporated into the Specification 
 
In investigating the Key Questions, outlined in the specification, the candidate will be 
engaged in research and fieldwork activities that involve the application of skills.  There are 
intellectual skills such as the interpretation of data, the analysis of statements, and the ability 
to develop judgements.  There is the skill of communication, whether it is by written text, 
diagram or oral discussion.  There are also skills of a social nature that can be encouraged 
by group activities.  In the table below a framework is provided which may be useful for 
reference to ensure that students are engaged in a range of skills-based activities in their 
work. 

 
 

Intellectual skills Related techniques 
 
Reference skills - ability to 
make use of a variety of 
sources for obtaining 
information. 

 
- collection of evidence through fieldwork 
- collection of evidence from various    sources: world 

wide web, census data, government data, books, 
journals and periodicals 

 
Communication skills - 
ability to present information 
in a clear and appropriate 
way. 
 

 
- appropriate use of graphs and diagram; photographs* 
 

 
Interpretative skills - ability 
to give meaning to 
evidence. 

 
- interpretation of evidence: graphs, maps, photographs, 

text, diagrams, numerical data. 
- analysis of documentary evidence e.g. old maps, 

photographs, advertisements, questionnaires, remotely 
sensed images and GIS information 

 
Evaluation skills - ability to 
consider evidence and form 
a conclusion. 

 
- role play exercises 
- decision-making exercise 
- discussion* 
 

 
Enquiry skills - ability to 
identify relevant  
geographical questions, 
establish an appropriate 
sequence of enquiry and 
follow through the enquiry. 
 

 
- investigation 
- IT* 
- application of knowledge and skills. 

 
The candidate's ability to analyse, interpret and evaluate the techniques listed in the table 
(with the exception of *) above may be assessed in any of the externally assessed written 
papers G1 – G4.   
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AS GEOGRAPHY 
 

 
The course consists of: 
 

Unit G1 - Changing Physical Environments 
Unit G2 - Changing Human Environments 

 
The content of G1 and G2 gives opportunities for both research and out of classroom work, 
including fieldwork to be incorporated into the teaching and learning programme and to be 
assessed through Question 3 in each of the two units. Fieldwork is an essential 
requirement of the AS course as specified in the Assessment Objectives on page 10 
and opportunities are suggested in Column 3 of the G1 and G2 specification. 
 
Question 3 Changing Physical Environments  
 
In approaching this section of the specification candidates should be able to 

• demonstrate that they understand how to gather information from both primary and 
secondary sources to investigate aspects of Changing Physical Environments; 

• know the potential sources of information and data required to investigate the topic; 
• introduce candidates to the skills of field mapping and field observation; 
• understand the importance of sampling and avoiding bias when collecting data; 
• know of the advantages and disadvantages of the methods of depicting and 

analysing data; 
• understand what the collected information and data shows and be able to interpret 

and draw valid conclusions from the results; 
• realise that the conclusions may require further research and be able to suggest 

further avenues of investigation and/or questions to be answered. 
 
At AS level, candidates should understand that field and investigative studies must be 
constructed to answer a geographical question or hypothesis, or to investigate a 
geographical issue.  
 
Field and investigative work should enhance the candidates’ geographical skills of primary 
data recording, presentation and analysis. It should provide candidates with the skills of 
interpreting secondary sources; maps at scales of 1:10,000, 1:25,000 and 1:50,000, 
photographs including oblique and vertical air, and remotely sensed (satellite) images, 
statistical data, geographical information systems (GIS) and information obtained from the 
World Wide Web. Candidates should be able to search geographical literature to find similar 
studies.  
 
Candidates will be required to demonstrate that they are able to use and interpret 
choropleth, dot, isoline, flow and located statistical maps, histograms, scatter graphs, line 
graphs, frequency curves, long and cross sections and pie graphs. 
 
Candidates should be able to interpret tabular data and matrices including checklist, cross 
tabulation and conflict matrices. Scaling, ranking and weighting of data should be introduced. 
 
Candidates will not be required to make statistical calculations under examination conditions. 
However, they should be able to demonstrate that they can interpret and understand 
measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode) and Spearman’s Rank Correlation 
Coefficient including statistical significance. 
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Question 3 Changing Human Environments  
 
In approaching this section of the specification candidates should be able to 

• demonstrate that they understand how to gather information from both primary and 
secondary sources to investigate aspects of Changing Human Environments; 

• know the potential sources of information and data required to investigate the topic; 
• appreciate that information about issues especially on the world wide web,  may be 

biased; 
• introduce candidates to the skills of field mapping and field observation; 
• understand the importance of sampling and avoiding bias when collecting data; 
• know of the advantages and disadvantages of the methods of depicting and 

analysing data; 
• understand what the collected information and data shows and be able to interpret 

and draw valid conclusions from the results; 
• realise that the conclusions may require further research and be able to suggest 

further avenues of investigation and/or questions to be answered. 
 
At AS level candidates should be introduced to the notion that field and investigative studies 
must be constructed to answer a geographical question or hypothesis, or to investigate a 
geographical issue.  
 
Field and investigative work should enhance the candidates’ geographical skills of primary 
data recording, presentation and analysis. It should provide candidates with the skills of 
interpreting secondary sources; maps at scales of 1:10,000, 1:25,000, 1:50,000 and Goad 
Plans of city centres, photographs including oblique and vertical air, and remotely sensed 
(satellite) images, statistical data, geographical information systems (GIS) and information 
obtained from the World Wide Web. Candidates should be able to search geographical 
literature to find similar studies.  
 
Candidates should have been introduced to questionnaires including the necessity to 
compose valid and meaningful questions that answer the question or research the issue. 
The importance of piloting questions and sampling frameworks should be studied. 
 
Candidates will be required to demonstrate that they are able to use and interpret 
choropleth, dot, isoline, flow and located statistical maps, histograms, scatter graphs, line 
graphs, frequency curves, long and cross sections and pie graphs. 
 
Candidates should be able to interpret tabular data and matrices including checklist, cross 
tabulation and conflict matrices. Scaling, ranking and weighting of data should be introduced. 
Candidates should be able to compile and interpret Bipolar analyses from questionnaires 
and to compile simple cost/benefit analysis.  
 
Candidates will not be required to make statistical calculations under examination conditions. 
However, they should be able to demonstrate that they can interpret and understand 
measures of central tendency (mean, median, mode) and Spearman’s Rank Correlation 
Coefficient including statistical significance.  
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A2 GEOGRAPHY 
 

The course consists of: 
 

Unit G3 (30%)   Contemporary Themes and Research in Geography 
 

Section A – Contemporary Themes  
 

Candidates to choose from six optional themes 
 

One from 1. Extreme environments – Desert and Tundra 
 2. Landforms and their management – either Glacial or Coastal 
 3. Climatic hazards 
 

One from 4. Development 
 5. Globalisation 
 6. Emerging Asia – the geography of either India or China 
 

This Section will enable the student to follow a balanced course of one selected physical and 
one selected human environment. Assessment is through essays that are designed to 
provide stretch and challenge.   

 
Synoptic assessment, testing candidates' understanding of the connections between the 
different elements of the subject and their holistic understanding of the subject, is a 
requirement of all A level specifications.  In the context of Geography this means: 

 
Assessment of candidates' ability to draw on their understanding of the connections between 
different aspects of the subject represented in the specification and demonstrate their ability 
to 'think like a geographer'.  

 
In G3 Section A, essay questions will explore key geographical concepts through linkages 
between physical and human geography, or issues or problems that will require candidates 
to draw together and apply relevant integrated knowledge and understanding of the 
specification.  

 
This will require higher order skills in constructing answers.  Candidates will need to draw on 
knowledge, understanding and skills from across the specification to inform their 
understanding of topics, to recognise the linkages between different elements of geography, 
and to appreciate the broad concepts which underpin their geographical studies.   

 
G3 Section B: Individual Research Enquiry 

 
This part of the specification provides the opportunity for the student to carry out individual 
research and out of classroom work, including fieldwork, on a pre-set topic area based on a 
range of themes: 

 
Candidates will select one Research Investigation Theme from the following list: 
G3.B.1   Geography of Crime 
G3.B.2   Deprivation 
G3.B.3   Geography of Disease 
G3.B.4   Environmental Psychology 
G3.B.5   Leisure and Recreation 
G3.B.6   Microclimates 
G3.B.7   Atmospheric and Water Pollution 
G3.B.8   Geography of Retailing  
G3.B.9   Rivers 
G3.B.10   Small-scale Ecosystems 
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A year in advance, WJEC will issue the topic areas to be researched in preparation for the 
examination. The topic areas may require primary or secondary data investigation 
depending on the theme selected for assessment.  
 
For example, the topic areas for the January 2010 examination will be issued in December 
2008 and for the June 2010 paper in May 2009. 
 
Assessment in the examination will be through a two-part essay selected from one of the ten 
topic areas. This will be a synoptic assessment task based on an individual research 
enquiry that allows candidates to draw together and apply relevant knowledge, 
understanding and skills of enquiry.  
 
One part will examine general research methodology related to the topic area.  The second 
part will examine the findings of the candidate's own research. 
 
There are no prescribed specifications for this Section of the paper. Candidates will be 
expected to develop their own research on the topic area with tutor guidance. Candidates 
will be expected to bring knowledge and understanding of the topic area, and the 
methodology of researching the topic so that they can demonstrate their command of the 
topic when answering the unseen question. It is anticipated that centres will endeavour to 
encourage candidates to select their own research topic areas with guidance from their 
tutors. The selection of a single topic area by a centre is not encouraged because it can lead 
to stereotypical answers that might not address the Assessment Objectives. 
 
Candidates will be required to answer the question in a separate answer book and this 
Section will be marked separately.  The questions will be given out after one and a half 
hours when Section A has been handed in. 
 
Candidates should be tutored to establish a suitable investigative structure and sequence of 
enquiry related to their selected topic area. This should include: 
 

• reading and researching existing literature on the topic area; 
• acquiring appropriate data from primary and/or secondary sources; 
• understanding what the data shows including the construction of bias tables where 

appropriate; 
• organising the data and evidence in a manner that can be understood and critically 

evaluated and used to respond to unseen questions on the topic area; 
• draw tentative conclusions from the information which may be used to respond to the 

unseen examination question; 
• evaluating the evidence in relation to existing geographical knowledge and 

understanding. 
 

Some topic areas will depend heavily on secondary research while others will provide 
the opportunity for some primary data collection. 
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e 

co
as

ta
l z

on
e.

 
• 

La
nd

fo
rm

s 
of

 c
oa

st
al

 e
ro

si
on

.  
• 

S
ea

 le
ve

l r
is

es
 a

nd
 e

ro
si

on
. 

 

Fi
el

d 
st

ud
y 

of
 a

 s
tre

tc
h 

of
 c

oa
st

 
to

 s
tu

dy
 e

ro
si

on
al

 la
nd

fo
rm

s.
 

Th
es

e 
co

ul
d 

be
 s

tu
di

ed
 u

si
ng

 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f e
ro

si
on

al
 

la
nd

fo
rm

s 
e.

g.
 H

ol
de

rn
es

s 
co

as
tli

ne
, I

sl
e 

of
 P

ur
be

ck
 a

nd
 

Ju
ra

ss
ic

 C
oa

st
. 

G
1 

1.
4 

1.
3 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
se

s 
of

 
m

ar
in

e 
tra

ns
po

rt 
an

d 
de

po
si

tio
n 

an
d 

w
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

re
su

lta
nt

 
la

nd
fo

rm
s?

  

• 
Tr

an
sp

or
t a

nd
 d

ep
os

iti
on

 in
 th

e 
co

as
ta

l z
on

e.
 

• 
La

nd
fo

rm
s 

of
 c

oa
st

al
 d

ep
os

iti
on

.  
• 

S
ea

 le
ve

l r
is

es
 a

nd
 d

ep
os

iti
on

. 
 

Fi
el

d 
st

ud
y 

of
 a

 s
tre

tc
h 

of
 c

oa
st

 
to

 s
tu

dy
 d

ep
os

iti
on

al
 la

nd
fo

rm
s.

 
Th

es
e 

co
ul

d 
be

 s
tu

di
ed

 u
si

ng
 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

ex
am

pl
es

 o
f 

de
po

si
tio

na
l l

an
df

or
m

s.
 e

.g
. 

D
un

ge
ne

ss
, E

ss
ex

 m
ar

sh
es

,  
  

 

1.
4 

W
ha

t i
s 

th
e 

ro
le

 o
f 

ge
ol

og
y 

in
 th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f 

co
as

ta
l 

la
nd

fo
rm

s?
 

• 
Li

th
ol

og
ic

al
 c

on
tro

ls
 o

n 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f c

oa
st

al
 

la
nd

fo
rm

s.
  

• 
S

tru
ct

ur
al

 c
on

tro
ls

 o
n 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f c
oa

st
al

 
la

nd
fo

rm
s.

  
 

Fi
el

d 
st

ud
y 

of
 a

 s
tre

tc
h 

of
 c

oa
st

 
to

 s
tu

dy
 g

eo
lo

gi
ca

l 
co

nt
ro

ls
 o

n 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f l

an
df

or
m

s.
 

P
ur

be
ck

 c
oa

st
 (d

is
co

rd
an

t 
co

as
tli

ne
). 

Lu
lw

or
th

 C
ov

e 
(c

on
co

rd
an

t 
co

as
tli

ne
). 

 



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 3
3 

  

K
ey

 q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
O

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t o

f c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Li
nk

s 
to

 
ot

he
r 

un
its

 
1.

5 
W

hy
 d

o 
co

as
ta

l 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
 

ne
ed

 to
 b

e 
m

an
ag

ed
? 

• 
Th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f c

oa
st

al
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

 a
nd

 la
nd

fo
rm

s 
on

 
hu

m
an

 a
ct

iv
ity

. 
 • 

Th
e 

im
pa

ct
 o

f h
um

an
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 o
n 

co
as

ta
l 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ts

. 

   Fi
el

d 
st

ud
y 

of
 h

um
an

 a
ct

io
n 

on
 

be
ac

he
s,

 d
un

es
, m

ar
sh

 
de

st
ru

ct
io

n 
an

d 
of

fs
ho

re
 

dr
ed

gi
ng

. 

P
or

t d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
 s

uc
h 

as
 

D
ib

de
n 

B
ay

, S
ou

th
am

pt
on

. 
Th

e 
W

as
h.

 N
ew

po
rt 

Le
ve

ls
. 

H
ol

de
rn

es
s 

co
as

tli
ne

. 
H

al
ls

an
ds

, D
ev

on
. 

 

 

1.
6 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

m
et

ho
ds

 u
se

d 
to

 
m

an
ag

e 
co

as
ta

l 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
 a

nd
 

ho
w

 s
uc

ce
ss

fu
l 

ar
e 

th
es

e 
st

ra
te

gi
es

? 

• 
M

an
ag

em
en

t o
f t

he
 im

pa
ct

s 
of

 c
oa

st
al

 p
ro

ce
ss

es
 

an
d 

la
nd

fo
rm

s 
on

 h
um

an
 a

ct
iv

ity
. 

• 
M

an
ag

em
en

t o
f t

he
 im

pa
ct

s 
of

 h
um

an
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

 o
n 

co
as

ta
l e

nv
iro

nm
en

ts
.  

• 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t o
f t

he
 s

uc
ce

ss
 o

f s
tra

te
gi

es
 fo

r 
m

an
ag

in
g 

ei
th

er
 c

oa
st

al
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

/la
nd

fo
rm

s 
or

 
hu

m
an

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
. 

  S
tu

dy
 

of
 

S
S

S
Is

 
an

d 
co

as
ta

l 
re

se
rv

es
 -

 R
AM

S
A

R
 s

ite
s 

an
d 

N
at

io
na

l P
ar

ks
. 

Fl
oo

d 
de

fe
nc

es
, N

et
he

rla
nd

s.
 

P
em

br
ok

es
hi

re
 N

at
io

na
l P

ar
k.

 
 

 

  



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 3
4 

 

U
N

IT
 G

3 
Se

ct
io

n 
A

 
C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

 T
he

m
es

 a
nd

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
in

 G
eo

gr
ap

hy
 

 
Th

em
e 

3:
 C

lim
at

ic
 H

az
ar

ds
 

 

K
ey

 Q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 d
el

iv
er

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t-o

f-c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
1 

H
ow

 d
oe

s 
gl

ob
al

 
at

m
os

ph
er

ic
 

ci
rc

ul
at

io
n 

gi
ve

 
ris

e 
to

 g
lo

ba
l 

cl
im

at
ic

 z
on

es
? 

• 
A

tm
os

ph
er

ic
 m

ov
em

en
t. 

• 
Th

e 
tri

-c
el

lu
la

r m
od

el
: t

he
 H

ad
le

y,
 F

er
re

l a
nd

 P
ol

ar
 

ce
lls

. 
• 

Th
e 

pa
tte

rn
s 

of
 w

in
ds

 a
nd

 th
e 

w
or

ld
’s

 p
re

ss
ur

e 
be

lts
.

 
   

G
1 

1.
1 

1.
2 

W
hy

 d
o 

se
as

on
al

 
an

d 
pe

rio
di

c 
va

ria
tio

ns
 o

f 
cl

im
at

e 
oc

cu
r?

 

• 
S

ea
so

na
l v

ar
ia

tio
ns

 in
 th

e 
po

si
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

In
te

r-
Tr

op
ic

al
 C

on
ve

rg
en

ce
 Z

on
e 

(IT
C

Z)
, t

he
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
he

at
 e

qu
at

or
 a

nd
 m

ov
em

en
t o

f w
in

d 
an

d 
pr

es
su

re
 b

el
ts

, t
he

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 w

ar
m

 a
nd

 c
oo

l 
oc

ea
n 

cu
rr

en
ts

 a
nd

 te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

 d
iff

er
en

ce
s 

be
tw

ee
n 

co
nt

in
en

ta
l l

an
d 

m
as

se
s 

an
d 

oc
ea

ns
.  

• 
S

ea
so

na
l c

ha
ng

es
 in

 p
re

ci
pi

ta
tio

n,
 te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
, 

w
in

ds
 a

nd
 p

re
ss

ur
e 

le
ve

ls
.  

• 
P

er
io

di
c 

ch
an

ge
s 

in
 c

lim
at

e.
 

N
O

A
A

 w
eb

si
te

 m
ap

s.
 

     A
na

ly
si

s 
an

d 
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n 

of
 

gr
ap

hs
 

sh
ow

in
g 

cy
cl

es
 

of
 

te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

 v
ar

ia
tio

n 
ov

er
 s

ho
rt 

an
d 

lo
ng

 te
rm

 ti
m

e 
sc

al
es

. 

IT
C

Z 
in

 
W

es
t 

A
fri

ca
 

or
 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e.
 

     Th
e 

E
l 

N
in

o/
La

 N
in

a 
cy

cl
e 

in
 

th
e 

Pa
ci

fic
. 

G
1 

1.
1/

2 

1.
3 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

w
or

ld
’s

 m
aj

or
 

cl
im

at
es

? 
 

• 
Th

e 
m

ai
n 

cl
im

at
ic

 ty
pe

s 
in

 tr
op

ic
al

 re
gi

on
s.

  
• 

Th
e 

m
ai

n 
cl

im
at

ic
 ty

pe
s 

in
 te

m
pe

ra
te

 re
gi

on
s.

  
• 

C
lim

at
ic

 ty
pe

s 
di

sp
la

y 
di

st
in

ct
iv

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

tic
s 

of
 

te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

, p
re

ci
pi

ta
tio

n,
 w

in
ds

 a
nd

 p
re

ss
ur

e.
  

 

   A
na

ly
si

s 
of

 c
lim

at
ic

 d
at

a.
 

E
qu

at
or

ia
l, 

sa
va

nn
a,

 m
on

so
on

 
an

d 
ho

t d
es

er
t c

lim
at

es
. 

W
es

t m
ar

gi
n 

E
ur

op
ea

n,
 

co
nt

in
en

ta
l i

nt
er

io
r a

nd
 e

as
t 

m
ar

gi
n 

m
ar

iti
m

e 
cl

im
at

es
. 

Th
es

e 
co

ul
d 

be
 s

tu
di

ed
 w

ith
 

de
ta

ile
d 

re
fe

re
nc

e 
to

 
on

e 
cl

im
at

ic
 

ty
pe

 
ch

os
en

 
fro

m
 

ei
th

er
 a

 tr
op

ic
al

 o
r a

 te
m

pe
ra

te
 

re
gi

on
. 

 

G
1.

1.
1 



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 3
5 

  
K

ey
 q

ue
st

io
n 

fo
r 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
C

on
te

nt
 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
fo

r r
es

ea
rc

h 
an

d 
ou

t o
f c

la
ss

ro
om

 w
or

k 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

fie
ld

w
or

k 
R

ef
er

en
ce

 to
 4

.1
 p

ag
e 

12
 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
4 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ca
us

es
 o

f 
lo

w
-p

re
ss

ur
e 

an
d 

hi
gh

 
pr

es
su

re
 

ha
za

rd
s?

 

• 
Th

e 
ro

le
 o

f j
et

 s
tre

am
s 

an
d 

R
os

sb
y 

w
av

es
 in

 c
on

tro
llin

g 
th

e 
fo

rm
at

io
n 

of
 w

ea
th

er
 s

ys
te

m
s.

 
• 

Lo
w

 p
re

ss
ur

e 
sy

st
em

 fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
as

so
ci

at
ed

 h
az

ar
ds

 
of

 s
to

rm
s,

 tr
op

ic
al

 c
yc

lo
ne

s 
an

d 
to

rn
ad

oe
s.

 
• 

H
ig

h 
pr

es
su

re
 s

ys
te

m
 fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 h

az
ar

ds
 

of
 d

ro
ug

ht
 in

 tr
op

ic
al

 c
lim

at
es

 o
r d

ro
ug

ht
, f

ro
st

 a
nd

 fo
g 

in
 

te
m

pe
ra

te
 c

lim
at

es
. 

In
te

rn
et

 
re

se
ar

ch
 

to
 

fin
d 

w
ea

th
er

 
m

ap
s 

to
 

illu
st

ra
te

 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 c
on

di
tio

ns
. 

H
ur

ric
an

e 
K

at
rin

a 
(2

00
5)

.  
‘T

or
na

do
 A

lle
y’

, G
re

at
 P

la
in

s,
 

U
S

A
. 

G
re

at
 S

to
rm

 (1
98

7)
. 

D
ro

ug
ht

 in
 n

or
th

er
n 

K
en

ya
 

(2
00

6)
. 

D
ro

ug
ht

 in
 S

 E
 E

ng
la

nd
. 

 

 

1.
5 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

in
te

r-
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
 

be
tw

ee
n 

hu
m

an
 

ac
tiv

ity
 a

nd
 

cl
im

at
e?

 

• 
Th

e 
sh

or
t-t

er
m

 a
nd

 lo
ng

-te
rm

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 lo

w
-p

re
ss

ur
e 

cl
im

at
ic

 h
az

ar
ds

 o
n 

hu
m

an
 a

ct
iv

ity
. 

• 
Th

e 
sh

or
t-t

er
m

 a
nd

 lo
ng

-te
rm

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 h

ig
h-

pr
es

su
re

 
cl

im
at

ic
 h

az
ar

ds
 o

n 
hu

m
an

 a
ct

iv
ity

. 
• 

Th
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

of
 h

um
an

 a
ct

iv
ity

 o
n 

cl
im

at
e 

in
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

sh
or

t a
nd

 lo
ng

 te
rm

.  

R
es

ea
rc

h 
in

to
 

th
e 

sh
or

t 
an

d 
lo

ng
 te

rm
 e

ffe
ct

s 
of

 a
 H

ur
ric

an
e 

ev
en

t 
us

in
g 

da
ta

 
fro

m
 

th
e 

N
at

io
na

l 
H

ur
ric

an
e 

C
en

tre
 a

nd
 

N
O

A
A

. 
R

es
ea

rc
h 

in
to

 
th

e 
sh

or
t 

an
d 

lo
ng

 te
rm

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 d

ro
ug

ht
. 

     

H
ur

ric
an

e 
K

at
rin

a 
(2

00
5)

.  
‘T

or
na

do
 A

lle
y’

, G
re

at
 P

la
in

s,
 

U
S

A
. 

G
re

at
 S

to
rm

 (1
98

7)
. 

D
ro

ug
ht

 in
 n

or
th

er
n 

K
en

ya
 

(2
00

6)
. 

D
ro

ug
ht

 in
 S

 E
 E

ng
la

nd
. 

S
m

og
, a

tm
os

ph
er

ic
 p

ol
lu

tio
n,

 
gl

ob
al

 w
ar

m
in

g,
 d

ro
ug

ht
 a

nd
 

oz
on

e 
de

st
ru

ct
io

n.
  

C
en

tre
s 

ar
e 

en
co

ur
ag

ed
 to

 
us

e 
re

ce
nt

 o
r c

ur
re

nt
 

ex
am

pl
es

. 

G
1.

1.
4 

            
1.

6 
W

ha
t 

st
ra

te
gi

es
 

ar
e 

us
ed

 to
 

re
du

ce
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f 

cl
im

at
ic

 
ha

za
rd

s 
? 

• 
S

tra
te

gi
es

 to
 re

du
ce

 th
e 

im
pa

ct
 o

f  
(i)

 
lo

w
-p

re
ss

ur
e 

cl
im

at
ic

 h
az

ar
ds

; 
(ii

) 
hi

gh
-p

re
ss

ur
e 

cl
im

at
ic

 h
az

ar
ds

; 
(ii

i) 
hu

m
an

 a
ct

iv
ity

 o
n 

cl
im

at
e.

 
• 

A
ss

es
sm

en
t o

f t
he

 s
uc

ce
ss

 o
f s

tra
te

gi
es

 fo
r r

ed
uc

in
g 

lo
w

- p
re

ss
ur

e 
or

 h
ig

h 
pr

es
su

re
 c

lim
at

ic
 h

az
ar

ds
.  

    In
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
in

to
 l

eg
is

la
tio

n 
at

 
th

e 
na

tio
na

l 
an

d 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

(K
yo

to
 

Tr
ea

ty
, 

M
on

tre
al

 
P

ro
to

co
l) 

sc
al

es
 

to
 

co
nt

ro
l 

at
m

os
ph

er
ic

 
po

llu
tio

n 
an

d 
em

is
si

on
s.

 
W

ha
t 

is
 

th
ei

r 
co

nt
rib

ut
io

n 
to

 
re

du
ci

ng
 

em
is

si
on

s?
 

S
tu

dy
 o

f t
he

 re
lia

bi
lit

y 
of

 
fo

re
ca

st
in

g 
– 

Th
e 

G
re

at
 S

to
rm

 
(1

98
7)

, H
ur

ric
an

e 
K

at
rin

a 
(2

00
5)

. 
D

ro
ug

ht
 in

 K
en

ya
 (2

00
6)

 a
nd

 
Zi

m
ba

bw
e 

(2
00

2)
 

 

G
1.

1.
4-

6.
 

       



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 3
6 

 

U
N

IT
 G

3 
Se

ct
io

n 
A

 
C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

 T
he

m
es

 a
nd

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
in

 G
eo

gr
ap

hy
 

Th
em

e 
4 

- D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 

K
ey

 Q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 d
el

iv
er

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t-o

f-c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
1 

W
ha

t i
s 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
nd

 
w

ha
t i

s 
th

e 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

G
ap

? 

• 
C

ha
ng

in
g 

de
fin

iti
on

s 
of

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t. 
 • 

C
on

ve
nt

io
na

l d
ev

el
op

m
en

t d
iv

id
es

. T
he

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
ga

p/
co

nt
in

uu
m

.  
 

C
on

te
st

ed
 m

ea
ni

ng
s 

of
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

E
xa

m
in

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

’ 
ro

le
s 

as
 g

lo
ba

l c
iti

ze
ns

 a
nd

 
th

ei
r p

ot
en

tia
l c

on
tri

bu
tio

n 
to

 
cl

os
in

g 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t g
ap

. 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t s
ta

tis
tic

s 
fo

r 
co

nt
ra

st
in

g 
co

un
tri

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 

th
e 

U
S

A
 a

nd
 E

th
io

pi
a.

 
Th

e 
‘F

irs
t’,

 ‘S
ec

on
d’

 a
nd

 ‘T
hi

rd
’ 

W
or

ld
s.

  
B

ra
nd

t’s
 ‘N

or
th

-S
ou

th
’ d

iv
id

e.
 

M
E

D
C

s 
an

d 
LE

D
C

s.
  

 

G
2.

1.
2 

1.
2 

H
ow

 c
an

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t b
e 

m
ea

su
re

d 
an

d 
ho

w
 u

se
fu

l a
re

 
th

es
e 

m
ea

su
re

s?
 

• 
S

im
pl

e 
an

d 
co

m
po

si
te

 in
di

ca
to

rs
 u

se
d 

to
 m

ea
su

re
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

 
• 

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

in
di

ca
to

rs
.  

• 
Li

m
ita

tio
ns

 o
f i

nd
ic

at
or

s.
 

w
w

w
.u

nd
p.

or
g  

fo
r 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t s

ta
tis

tic
s.

 
 

E
co

no
m

ic
, s

oc
ia

l a
nd

 
de

m
og

ra
ph

ic
 in

di
ca

to
rs

. 
Fr

ee
do

m
, s

ec
ur

ity
, 

su
st

ai
na

bi
lit

y 
an

d 
th

e 
pl

ig
ht

 o
f 

in
di

ge
no

us
 p

eo
pl

e 
su

ch
 a

s 
A

bo
rig

in
es

, Y
an

om
am

i, 
B

us
hm

en
 o

f K
al

ah
ar

i. 
 

G
2.

1.
2 

1.
3 

W
ha

t f
ac

to
rs

 
ha

ve
 le

d 
to

 
co

nt
em

po
ra

ry
 

di
ffe

re
nc

es
 in

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t?
  

• 
P

hy
si

ca
l, 

ec
on

om
ic

, 
so

ci
al

, 
po

lit
ic

al
 

an
d 

cu
ltu

ra
l 

fa
ct

or
s 

af
fe

ct
in

g 
th

e 
ra

te
 a

nd
 n

at
ur

e 
of

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t. 
 

• 
Th

e 
gl

ob
al

is
at

io
n 

of
 e

co
no

m
ic

 a
ct

iv
ity

 a
nd

 th
e 

ris
e 

of
 

N
IC

s/
R

IC
s 

an
d 

oi
l r

ic
h 

co
un

tri
es

.  

R
es

ea
rc

h 
in

to
 w

hy
 A

fri
ca

 is
 th

e 
le

as
t d

ev
el

op
ed

 c
on

tin
en

t. 
R

os
to

w
’s

 m
od

el
 a

nd
 le

ve
ls

 o
f 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

Fr
an

k’
s 

D
ep

en
de

nc
y 

Th
eo

ry
. 

 S
in

ga
po

re
, M

al
ay

si
a.

 
S

ou
th

 K
or

ea
, S

au
di

 A
ra

bi
a.

 

    G
3A

.5
 

G
3A

.6
 



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 3
7 

  

K
ey

 Q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 d
el

iv
er

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t-o

f-c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
4 

H
ow

 a
nd

 w
hy

 a
re

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
pa

tte
rn

s 
ch

an
gi

ng
? 

• 
C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

 g
lo

ba
l d

ev
el

op
m

en
t d

iv
is

io
ns

.  
• 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t i
ss

ue
s 

in
 a

 c
ha

ng
in

g 
w

or
ld

 to
 in

cl
ud

e 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

st
at

us
 o

f w
om

en
.  

• 
E

co
no

m
ic

 c
ha

ng
e 

re
su

lti
ng

 in
 d

iff
er

en
tia

tio
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

di
ffe

re
nt

 g
ro

up
s 

of
 c

ou
nt

rie
s.

 
 

W
or

ld
 B

an
k 

da
ta

. 
   

Th
e 

W
or

ld
 B

an
k 

C
la

ss
ifi

ca
tio

n.
 

Is
su

es
 o

f s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t i
n 

C
hi

na
 a

nd
 th

e 
U

S
A

. 
W

om
en

 in
 s

ub
-S

ah
ar

an
 A

fri
ca

. 
A

 
ca

se
 

st
ud

y 
of

 
ra

pi
d 

ec
on

om
ic

 c
ha

ng
e 

in
 A

si
a 

  G
4 

  G
3A

.5
 

G
3A

.6
 

1.
5 

W
ha

t h
in

de
rs

 th
e 

cl
os

in
g 

of
 th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
ga

p?
 

• 
Th

e 
bu

rd
en

 o
f T

hi
rd

 W
or

ld
 D

eb
t. 

 
• 

Tr
ad

e 
bl

oc
s.

 
• 

S
oc

ia
l c

on
st

ra
in

ts
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

ra
l b

ar
rie

rs
.  

R
es

ea
rc

h 
of

 t
he

 e
ffe

ct
s 

of
 d

eb
t 

on
 o

ne
 n

am
ed

 c
ou

nt
ry

. 
R

es
ea

rc
h 

on
 a

 tr
ad

e 
bl

oc
. 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
in

to
 

th
e 

la
ck

 
of

 
em

po
w

er
m

en
t o

f s
om

e 
gr

ou
ps

.  

K
en

ya
, U

ga
nd

a,
 T

an
za

ni
a.

 
E

U
, A

S
E

A
N

 o
r N

A
FT

A
. 

 W
om

en
 in

 s
ub

-S
ah

ar
an

 
Af

ric
an

 c
ou

nt
rie

s 

 

1.
6 

W
ha

t t
yp

es
 o

f 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 e
xi

st
 

fo
r r

ed
uc

in
g 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t g

ap
 

an
d 

ho
w

 e
ffe

ct
iv

e 
ar

e 
th

es
e 

st
ra

te
gi

es
? 

• 
D

iff
er

en
t t

yp
es

 o
f a

id
: b

ila
te

ra
l, 

m
ul

til
at

er
al

 a
nd

 
em

er
ge

nc
y 

ai
d.

  
    • 

Fr
ee

 tr
ad

e 
an

d 
fa

ir 
tra

de
. 

  • 
Fo

re
ig

n 
di

re
ct

 in
ve

st
m

en
t a

nd
 th

e 
ro

le
 o

f T
N

C
s.

  
  • 

D
eb

t r
es

ch
ed

ul
in

g,
 d

eb
t a

bo
lit

io
n 

an
d 

de
bt

 fo
r 

co
ns

er
va

tio
n 

sw
ap

s.
 

   

In
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

ty
pe

s 
of

 a
id

 
pr

ov
id

ed
 b

y 
on

e 
N

G
O

 s
uc

h 
as

 
O

xf
am

, 
C

A
FO

D
, 

A
ct

io
n 

A
id

 o
r 

Th
e 

R
ed

 C
ro

ss
. 

 U
N

 
M

ille
nn

iu
m

 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

G
oa

ls
. 

U
N

 G
lo

ba
l C

om
pa

ct
 2

00
0 

N
ew

 
P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 

fo
r 

A
fri

ca
 

(N
E

P
A

D
) 

20
01

 &
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 

fo
r 

A
fri

ca
 (

20
04

), 
M

ak
e 

P
ov

er
ty

 
H

is
to

ry
. 

 

C
om

pa
ris

on
 o

f ‘
bo

tto
m

 u
p’

 
ap

pr
oa

ch
es

 fr
om

 N
G

O
s 

su
ch

 
as

 O
xf

am
, C

A
FO

D
 w

ith
 ‘t

op
 

do
w

n’
 a

pp
ro

ac
he

s 
by

 
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
ns

. 
W

TO
 ta

lk
s.

 
C

as
e 

of
 s

ug
ar

 o
r c

of
fe

e 
or

 
co

tto
n 

or
 b

an
an

as
. 

E
xa

m
pl

e 
of

 T
N

C
 im

pa
ct

s 
su

ch
 

as
 U

ni
le

ve
r, 

N
ik

e,
 T

ho
m

so
n.

 
P

ov
er

ty
 R

ed
uc

tio
n 

S
tra

te
gy

 
P

ro
gr

am
m

es
 (P

R
S

P
s)

 a
nd

 th
e 

H
IP

C
 in

iti
at

iv
e.

 
K

en
ya

, V
ie

tn
am

. 
Th

e 
ef

fe
ct

 o
f t

he
se

 s
tra

te
gi

es
 

co
ul

d 
be

 s
tu

di
ed

 th
ro

ug
h 

a 
ca

se
 s

tu
dy

 o
f t

he
 e

ffe
ct

s 
of

 
ai

d,
 F

D
I, 

tra
di

ng
 re

fo
rm

s 
or

 
in

iti
at

iv
es

 to
 re

du
ce

 d
eb

t o
n 

on
e 

na
m

ed
 c

ou
nt

ry
. 

           G
3 

A
.5

  



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 3
8 

 

U
N

IT
 G

3 
Se

ct
io

n 
A

 
C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

 T
he

m
es

 a
nd

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
in

 G
eo

gr
ap

hy
 

 
Th

em
e 

5 
- G

lo
ba

lis
at

io
n 

 

K
ey

 q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
O

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t o

f c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
1 

W
ha

t i
s 

gl
ob

al
is

at
io

n 
an

d 
gl

ob
al

 s
hi

ft?
 

• 
C

on
ce

pt
s 

of
 c

ul
tu

ra
l, 

ec
on

om
ic

, e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 
po

lit
ic

al
 g

lo
ba

lis
at

io
n.

  
• 

Th
e 

ev
ol

ut
io

n 
of

 g
lo

ba
lis

at
io

n 
– 

st
ag

es
 in

 it
s 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

 
• 

Th
e 

gl
ob

al
 s

hi
ft 

as
 th

e 
m

ov
em

en
t o

f e
co

no
m

ic
 

ac
tiv

iti
es

. 

E
xa

m
in

at
io

n 
of

 s
tu

de
nt

s’
 

lif
es

ty
le

s 
an

d 
th

ei
r c

on
ce

pt
s 

of
 

gl
ob

al
 d

ep
en

de
nc

e.
 

In
tro

du
ce

 R
os

to
w

 a
nd

 c
or

e-
pe

rip
he

ry
 m

od
el

s.
 

H
is

to
ric

al
 c

on
te

xt
 

 

1.
2 

W
ha

t f
ac

to
rs

 
ha

ve
 le

d 
to

 
cu

rre
nt

 e
co

no
m

ic
 

gl
ob

al
is

at
io

n?
 

• 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l f

ac
to

rs
 s

uc
h 

as
 in

ve
st

m
en

t. 
 

• 
C

om
pu

te
r t

ec
hn

ol
og

ie
s.

  
• 

Tr
an

sp
or

t a
nd

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

te
ch

no
lo

gi
es

.  
• 

Th
e 

ro
le

 o
f t

he
 W

or
ld

 T
ra

de
 O

rg
an

is
at

io
n.

  
• 

Tr
ad

e 
B

lo
cs

  

 
A

 ti
m

e 
lin

e 
to

 e
xa

m
in

e 
fa

ct
or

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
tim

e.
 

  E
U

, A
S

E
A

N
, N

A
FT

A
. 

G
2 

1.
4,

 
1.

5 

1.
3 

H
ow

 h
av

e 
co

m
pa

ni
es

 
gl

ob
al

is
ed

 a
nd

 
sh

ift
ed

 lo
ca

tio
ns

? 

• 
G

lo
ba

l c
om

pa
ni

es
 - 

TN
C

s/
M

N
C

s.
 

• 
Th

e 
pa

tte
rn

s 
of

 g
lo

ba
l m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g 

sh
ift

. 
• 

Lo
ca

tio
n 

fa
ct

or
s 

fo
r t

he
 g

lo
ba

l s
hi

ft.
  

• 
Se

rv
ic

e 
se

ct
or

 s
hi

fts
. 

• 
Th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f o

ut
so

ur
ci

ng
 a

nd
 o

ffs
ho

rin
g 

E
xa

m
in

at
io

n 
of

 T
N

C
s 

in
 a

 
re

gi
on

 a
nd

 re
as

on
s 

fo
r t

he
ir 

lo
ca

tio
n.

 
Lo

ca
l j

ob
 lo

ss
es

 a
nd

 w
he

re
 jo

bs
 

w
en

t. 

FT
50

0.
   

M
an

uf
ac

tu
rin

g 
TN

C
 

e.
g.

 D
el

l, 
V

W
, T

oy
ot

a.
  

S
er

vi
ce

 c
om

pa
ni

es
 e

.g
. H

S
B

C
, 

C
S

FB
. 

C
as

e 
st

ud
ie

s 
of

 o
ut

so
ur

ci
ng

 
an

d 
of

fs
ho

rin
g 

on
 e

xp
or

tin
g 

an
d 

im
po

rti
ng

 re
gi

on
s/

 
so

ci
et

ie
s.

 

G
4 

1.
4 

W
ho

 w
in

s 
fro

m
 

th
e 

gl
ob

al
 s

hi
ft 

an
d 

gl
ob

al
is

at
io

n?
 

• 
G

lo
ba

l d
ev

el
op

m
en

t i
nd

ic
at

or
s 

th
at

 id
en

tif
y 

N
IC

s 
an

d 
R

IC
s.

 
• 

Th
e 

ris
e 

of
 th

e 
N

IC
s/

 A
si

an
 T

ig
er

s.
 

• 
B

en
ef

its
 o

f b
ei

ng
 a

n 
N

IC
, a

nd
 b

en
ef

its
 to

 in
ve

st
in

g 
co

un
tri

es
. 

• 
Th

e 
ris

in
g 

su
pe

rp
ow

er
s 

In
di

a 
an

d 
C

hi
na

. 
 

In
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
in

to
 w

he
re

 
st

ud
en

ts
’ c

lo
th

in
g 

an
d 

el
ec

tro
ni

c 
go

od
s 

ar
e 

m
ad

e.
 

M
al

ay
si

a,
 S

in
ga

po
re

, S
ou

th
 

K
or

ea
, T

ai
w

an
, T

ha
ila

nd
. 

D
et

ai
le

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f 
in

du
st

ria
lis

in
g 

re
gi

on
s 

- 
S

ha
ng

ha
i a

s 
an

 in
du

st
ria

l 
re

gi
on

 a
nd

 B
an

ga
lo

re
 a

s 
a 

se
rv

ic
e 

in
du

st
ry

 re
gi

on
. 

G
3A

.4
 

G
3A

.6
  



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 3
9 

  

K
ey

 Q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 d
el

iv
er

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t-o

f-c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
5 

W
ho

 lo
se

s 
fro

m
 

gl
ob

al
 s

hi
ft 

an
d 

gl
ob

al
is

at
io

n?
 

• 
Th

e 
ne

ga
tiv

e 
ef

fe
ct

s 
of

 b
ei

ng
 a

n 
N

IC
 s

oc
ia

lly
 a

nd
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

lly
. 

• 
Fa

ct
or

s 
le

ad
in

g 
to

 d
ei

nd
us

tri
al

is
at

io
n.

 
    • 

C
ha

ng
in

g 
em

pl
oy

m
en

t i
n 

M
E

D
C

s.
 

 • 
Th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l e

ffe
ct

s 
of

 g
lo

ba
lis

at
io

n.
 

 

  Fi
el

d 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

of
 lo

ca
l 

ar
ea

s 
of

 d
er

el
ic

t l
an

d.
  

P
ol

lu
tio

n 
in

 T
ai

w
an

 
 C

as
e 

st
ud

ie
s 

of
 re

gi
on

s 
of

 
de

in
du

st
ria

lis
at

io
n 

e.
g.

 R
uh

r, 
S

aa
rla

nd
, S

ou
th

 W
al

es
, 

A
pp

al
ac

hi
a.

 
 M

4 
co

rr
id

or
 

 P
ol

lu
tio

n 
ca

se
 s

tu
di

es
 -B

ho
pa

l, 
S

ha
ng

ha
i. 

G
4.

4 

1.
6 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ca
us

es
 a

nd
 

ef
fe

ct
s 

of
 p

ol
iti

ca
l 

an
d 

cu
ltu

ra
l 

gl
ob

al
is

at
io

n?
 

• 
E

m
pi

re
s 

an
d 

su
pe

r p
ow

er
 s

ta
tu

s.
 

• 
W

es
te

rn
is

at
io

n.
 

• 
Th

e 
ris

e 
an

d 
re

-e
m

er
ge

nc
e 

of
 o

th
er

 c
ul

tu
re

s.
 

• 
C

ul
tu

ra
l i

nt
eg

ra
tio

n.
 

• 
G

lo
ba

lis
at

io
n 

an
d 

th
e 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t G
ap

. 

Fi
el

d 
st

ud
y 

of
 U

S
 in

flu
en

ce
 o

n 
a 

H
ig

h 
S

tre
et

.  
S

pa
tia

l e
vi

de
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

cu
ltu

ra
l 

sh
ift

. 
   

B
rie

f h
is

to
ric

al
 o

ve
rv

ie
w

. 
C

oc
a 

C
ol

a,
 M

ac
D

on
al

d’
s.

 
In

flu
en

ce
 o

f m
in

or
iti

es
 o

n 
pl

ac
es

 –
 e

xp
at

ria
te

 a
re

as
, 

re
ta

ilin
g 

pr
es

s,
 c

hu
rc

he
s 

an
d 

m
os

qu
es

. 
  

G
2.

1.
3,

4 
 G

3A
.4

  

 



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 4
0 

 

U
N

IT
 G

3 
Se

ct
io

n 
A

 
C

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

 T
he

m
es

 a
nd

 R
es

ea
rc

h 
in

 G
eo

gr
ap

hy
  

Th
em

e 
6 

– 
Em

er
gi

ng
 A

si
a 

Ei
th

er
, T

he
m

e 
6(

a)
 - 

C
hi

na
 

K
ey

 q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
O

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t o

f c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
1 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
ph

ys
ic

al
 a

nd
 

de
m

og
ra

ph
ic

 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

tic
s 

of
 th

e 
co

un
try

 o
f C

hi
na

? 

• 
A

 b
rie

f o
ve

rv
ie

w
 a

t t
he

 n
at

io
na

l s
ca

le
 o

f 
pa

tte
rn

s 
of

 
(i)

 
cl

im
at

e;
 

(ii
) 

re
lie

f, 
dr

ai
na

ge
 a

nd
 w

at
er

 a
va

ila
bi

lit
y;

 
(ii

i) 
na

tu
ra

l r
es

ou
rc

es
; 

(iv
) 

po
pu

la
tio

n 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n;
 

(v
) 

re
gi

on
al

 d
iff

er
en

ce
s 

in
 le

ve
ls

 o
f 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

 

Th
e 

ch
al

le
ng

es
 

cr
ea

te
d 

by
 

sc
al

e 
in

 C
hi

na
 -

 t
he

 s
iz

e 
of

 t
he

 
ph

ys
ic

al
 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
an

d 
th

e 
en

or
m

ity
 o

f a
ll 

da
ta

 v
al

ue
s.

 
A

na
ly

si
s 

of
 n

at
io

na
l 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t i

nd
ic

es
. 

 
 

1.
2 

W
hy

 a
nd

 h
ow

 is
 th

e 
ec

on
om

y 
ch

an
gi

ng
? 

• 
C

ha
ng

es
 in

 e
co

no
m

ic
 p

ol
ic

ie
s.

 
• 

N
ew

 in
du

st
rie

s 
in

 th
e 

ch
an

gi
ng

 e
co

no
m

y.
 

• 
Fa

ct
or

s 
af

fe
ct

in
g 

th
e 

gr
ow

th
 o

f n
ew

 in
du

st
rie

s 
an

d 
th

e 
co

nt
ra

st
 b

et
w

ee
n 

co
as

ta
l a

re
as

 a
nd

 
th

e 
in

te
rio

r. 
• 

Im
pa

ct
 o

f t
he

 c
ha

ng
in

g 
ag

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

on
 th

e 
ec

on
om

y.
  

R
es

ea
rc

h 
cu

rre
nt

 is
su

es
 in

 th
e 

bu
si

ne
ss

 w
or

ld
 th

at
 a

ffe
ct

 C
hi

na
 

fro
m

 s
ou

rc
es

 s
uc

h 
as

 T
he

 
E

co
no

m
is

t, 
C

hi
na

 D
ai

ly
, T

he
 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l T
im

es
. 

 ‘O
pe

n 
D

oo
r’ 

m
od

er
ni

sa
tio

n 
of

 
th

e 
ec

on
om

y.
 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t 

po
lic

ie
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

S
E

Zs
 a

nd
 fo

re
ig

n 
in

ve
st

m
en

t. 
 

Im
pa

ct
s 

of
 a

 y
ou

th
fu

l 
po

pu
la

tio
n 

on
 th

e 
la

bo
ur

 
m

ar
ke

t a
nd

 th
e 

em
er

gi
ng

 
pr

ob
le

m
 o

f t
he

 a
ge

in
g 

po
pu

la
tio

n.
 

   

      G
2.

1.
5,

6 
 

1.
3 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 
an

d 
so

ci
al

 c
ha

lle
ng

es
 

fa
ci

ng
 ru

ra
l 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

? 

• 
C

ha
ng

es
 in

 th
e 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
n 

of
 a

gr
ic

ul
tu

re
 

an
d 

ru
ra

l e
co

no
m

ic
 a

ct
iv

iti
es

. 
• 

Th
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

f p
op

ul
at

io
n 

po
lic

ie
s 

in
 ru

ra
l 

ar
ea

s.
 

• 
Th

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
an

d 
ch

al
le

ng
es

 fo
r r

ur
al

 a
re

as
 

of
 m

ig
ra

tio
n.

 
• 

S
oc

ia
l w

el
fa

re
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

he
al

th
 a

nd
 

ed
uc

at
io

n.
 

• 
S

us
ta

in
ab

le
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t. 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
th

e 
is

su
es

 
of

 
fo

od
 

se
cu

rit
y 

in
 C

hi
na

. 
P

riv
at

is
at

io
n 

of
 a

gr
ic

ul
tu

re
 a

nd
 

gr
ow

th
 o

f T
V

E
s 

(T
ow

n 
an

d 
V

illa
ge

 E
nt

er
pr

is
es

). 
G

ov
er

nm
en

t, 
st

at
e 

an
d 

lo
ca

l 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
in

flu
en

ce
 o

n 
in

du
st

ria
l d

ev
el

op
m

en
t. 

 

G
4.

1 
 



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 4
1 

  

K
ey

 Q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 d
el

iv
er

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t-o

f-c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
4 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 
an

d 
so

ci
al

 c
ha

lle
ng

es
 

fa
ci

ng
 u

rb
an

 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
? 

• 
C

ha
ng

es
 in

 th
e 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
n 

of
 e

co
no

m
ic

 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 in

 u
rb

an
 a

re
as

. 
• 

M
ig

ra
tio

n 
to

 u
rb

an
 a

re
as

 a
nd

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
 

so
ci

al
 in

eq
ua

lit
y.

 
• 

S
oc

ia
l w

el
fa

re
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

he
al

th
, 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
an

d 
ho

us
in

g.
 

• 
In

cr
ea

si
ng

 ru
ra

l-u
rb

an
 in

eq
ua

lit
ie

s.
  

• 
S

us
ta

in
ab

le
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t i

n 
to

w
ns

 a
nd

 c
iti

es
. 

 

In
ve

st
ig

at
e 

th
e 

sc
al

e 
of

 th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

s 
fa

ci
ng

 th
e 

C
hi

ne
se

 
au

th
or

iti
es

. 
 R

es
ea

rc
h 

a 
ca

se
 

st
ud

y 
of

 
pl

an
ni

ng
 in

 B
ei

jin
g.

 

A
 c

as
e 

st
ud

y 
of

 B
ei

jin
g 

to
 

illu
st

ra
te

 th
es

e 
is

su
es

. 
 Th

e 
cu

rr
en

t c
ha

lle
ng

es
 o

f 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 th
e 

In
te

rio
r s

uc
h 

as
 

Ti
be

t. 
 

G
4.

4 

1.
5 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

of
 

gl
ob

al
is

at
io

n 
on

 C
hi

na
? 

• 
Th

e 
ro

le
 o

f f
or

ei
gn

 fi
rm

s 
in

 c
ha

ng
in

g 
an

d 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 th
e 

ec
on

om
y.

 
• 

Th
e 

im
po

rta
nc

e 
of

 e
xp

or
ts

 a
nd

 th
e 

ro
le

 o
f t

he
 

W
TO

. 
• 

Th
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 a
nd

 p
ol

iti
ca

l i
m

pa
ct

s 
of

 C
hi

na
’s

 
tra

de
 w

ith
 th

e 
re

st
 o

f t
he

 w
or

ld
. 

 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
th

e 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

ps
 

be
tw

ee
n 

C
hi

na
 a

nd
 A

fri
ca

, 
or

 
on

e 
A

fri
ca

n 
na

tio
n 

su
ch

 
as

 
S

ud
an

, A
ng

ol
a,

 a
nd

 K
en

ya
. 

  

G
ov

er
nm

en
t p

ol
ic

ie
s 

to
 

en
co

ur
ag

e 
ra

pi
d 

ec
on

om
ic

 
gr

ow
th

.  
Fo

re
ig

n 
fir

m
s 

fo
rc

in
g 

ch
an

ge
 in

 
m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g.

 
A

cc
es

si
on

 to
 th

e 
W

TO
 2

00
1.

 
C

hi
ne

se
 o

ve
rs

ea
s 

in
ve

st
m

en
t 

e.
g.

 in
 A

fri
ca

. 

G
3A

.4
,5

 

1.
6 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
ch

al
le

ng
es

 a
nd

 s
ol

ut
io

ns
 

fa
ci

ng
 C

hi
na

? 

• 
Th

e 
ca

us
es

 a
nd

 c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s 
of

  
 

(i)
 

so
il 

er
os

io
n;

 
 

(ii
) 

in
du

st
ria

l p
ol

lu
tio

n;
 

 
(ii

i) 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
us

e 
of

 w
at

er
 re

so
ur

ce
s.

; 
 

(iv
) 

th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r e

ne
rg

y 
su

pp
lie

s.
 

• 
Th

e 
ba

la
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
ec

on
om

ic
 g

ro
w

th
 a

nd
 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
on

e 
co

nt
ro

ve
rs

ia
l 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
is

su
e 

or
 

lo
ca

tio
n.

 

S
oi

l 
er

os
io

n 
in

 
th

e 
lo

es
s 

pl
at

ea
u 

e.
g.

 
in

 
S

ha
an

xi
 

or
 

H
un

an
 P

ro
vi

nc
es

. 
In

du
st

ria
l 

po
llu

tio
n 

in
 B

ei
jin

g.
 

R
iv

er
 p

ol
lu

tio
n 

al
on

g 
th

e 
H

ua
i 

R
iv

er
. 

M
aj

or
 

w
at

er
 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 
e.

g.
 

Th
re

e 
G

or
ge

s,
 

S
ou

th
-N

or
th

 
W

at
er

 T
ra

ns
fe

r P
ro

je
ct

.  
R

iv
er

 d
iv

er
si

on
 s

ch
em

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 

th
e 

Br
ah

m
ap

ut
ra

 
or

 
th

e 
M

ek
on

g 
riv

er
 h

ea
dw

at
er

s.
  

 

G
4.

2,
3 

 



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 4
2 

 O
r, 

Th
em

e 
6b

 –
 In

di
a 

K
ey

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
O

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s 

fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t o

f c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

 
1.

1 
W

ha
t a

re
 th

e 
m

ai
n 

ph
ys

ic
al

 a
nd

 
de

m
og

ra
ph

ic
 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s 
of

 th
e 

co
un

try
 o

f I
nd

ia
? 

• 
A

 b
rie

f o
ve

rv
ie

w
 a

t t
he

 n
at

io
na

l s
ca

le
 o

f 
pa

tte
rn

s 
of

 
(i)

 
cl

im
at

e;
 

(ii
) 

re
lie

f, 
dr

ai
na

ge
 a

nd
 w

at
er

 a
va

ila
bi

lit
y;

 
(ii

i) 
na

tu
ra

l r
es

ou
rc

es
; 

(iv
) 

po
pu

la
tio

n 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n;
 

(v
) 

di
ffe

re
nc

es
 in

 le
ve

ls
 o

f d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
be

tw
ee

n 
st

at
es

. 
 

A
n 

ap
pr

ec
ia

tio
n 

of
 

In
di

a’
s 

de
m

og
ra

ph
ic

s 
an

d 
th

e 
re

la
tiv

e 
si

ze
 

of
 

ru
ra

l 
an

d 
ur

ba
n 

po
pu

la
tio

ns
. 

A
n 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

 
th

e 
ac

ut
e 

le
ve

ls
 o

f p
ov

er
ty

.  
A

na
ly

si
s 

of
 n

at
io

na
l 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t i

nd
ic

es
. 

    C
on

tra
st

s 
e.

g.
 

be
tw

ee
n 

P
un

ja
b,

 
H

ar
ya

na
 

an
d 

U
tta

r 
P

ra
de

sh
. 

G
4 

1.
2 

W
hy

 a
nd

 h
ow

 is
 th

e 
ec

on
om

y 
ch

an
gi

ng
? 

• 
C

ha
ng

es
 in

 tr
ad

iti
on

al
 a

gr
ic

ul
tu

re
. 

• 
Th

e 
ro

le
 o

f a
gr

ib
us

in
es

s.
 

• 
Th

e 
gr

ow
th

 o
f s

er
vi

ce
 a

nd
 fi

na
nc

ia
l i

nd
us

tri
es

.  
• 

Fa
ct

or
s 

af
fe

ct
in

g 
th

e 
gr

ow
th

 o
f m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g 

in
du

st
rie

s.
 

• 
Th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r m
aj

or
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 in
 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 In
di

a.
 

 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
cu

rre
nt

 is
su

es
 in

 th
e 

bu
si

ne
ss

 w
or

ld
 t

ha
t 

af
fe

ct
 t

he
 

co
un

try
 f

ro
m

 s
ou

rc
es

 s
uc

h 
as

 
Th

e 
E

co
no

m
is

t, 
Th

e 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l 

Ti
m

es
. 

La
rg

e 
ag

rib
us

in
es

se
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

M
on

sa
nt

o 
– 

M
ah

yc
o.

  
Te

ch
no

lo
gy

-b
as

ed
 s

er
vi

ce
 a

nd
 

fin
an

ci
al

 in
du

st
rie

s 
lo

ca
lis

ed
 in

 
ci

tie
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

D
el

hi
, 

B
an

ga
lo

re
, C

he
nn

ai
, K

ol
ka

ta
 

e.
g.

 th
e 

B
an

ga
lo

re
 s

of
tw

ar
e 

in
du

st
ry

. M
an

uf
ac

tu
rin

g 
in

du
st

rie
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

st
ee

l a
nd

 
ph

ar
m

ac
eu

tic
al

s.
 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f S

E
Zs

 to
 

at
tra

ct
 fo

re
ig

n 
di

re
ct

 
in

ve
st

m
en

t e
.g

. M
um

ba
i, 

G
op

al
pu

r. 
. 

 

G
4.

1 
 

1.
3 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

so
ci

al
 a

nd
 

ec
on

om
ic

 c
ha

lle
ng

es
 

fa
ci

ng
 ru

ra
l 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

? 

• 
Th

e 
tra

di
tio

na
l s

oc
io

ec
on

om
ic

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
is

tic
s 

of
 ru

ra
l I

nd
ia

. 
• 

Th
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

of
 m

ig
ra

tio
n.

 
• 

S
oc

ia
l w

el
fa

re
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

in
 ru

ra
l a

re
as

. 
• 

Fo
od

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

an
d 

co
m

ba
tin

g 
hu

ng
er

 a
fte

r 
th

e 
G

re
en

 R
ev

ol
ut

io
n.

 
• 

Th
e 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

po
pu

la
tio

n 
gr

ow
th

, 
hu

ng
er

 a
nd

 s
us

ta
in

ab
ilit

y 
in

 ru
ra

l I
nd

ia
. 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
th

e 
is

su
es

 o
f 

fo
od

 
se

cu
rit

y 
/ 

fa
m

in
e 

/ 
hu

ng
er

 i
n 

In
di

a.
 

S
oc

ia
l, 

re
lig

io
us

 
an

d 
cu

ltu
ra

l 
gr

ou
ps

 
su

ch
 

as
 

D
al

its
 

an
d 

B
ra

hm
an

s 
P

ol
ic

ie
s 

to
 

ad
dr

es
s 

th
e 

su
st

ai
na

bi
lit

y 
of

 
po

pu
la

tio
n-

re
so

ur
ce

 re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

. 
 

 G
2.

1.
3,

4 
 G

4.
1 



G
C

E
 A

S
 a

nd
 A

 G
E

O
G

R
A

PH
Y

 4
3 

  

K
ey

 Q
ue

st
io

n 
fo

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

C
on

te
nt

 
 

O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s 
to

 d
el

iv
er

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

an
d 

ou
t-o

f-c
la

ss
ro

om
 w

or
k 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
fie

ld
w

or
k 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 

Su
gg

es
te

d 
ex

am
pl

es
 

R
ef

er
en

ce
 to

 4
.1

 p
ag

e 
12

 
Li

nk
s 

to
 

ot
he

r 
un

its
 

1.
4 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 
an

d 
so

ci
al

 c
ha

lle
ng

es
 

fa
ci

ng
 u

rb
an

 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
? 

• 
C

ha
ng

es
 in

 th
e 

ty
pe

 o
f e

co
no

m
ic

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
.  

• 
M

ig
ra

tio
n 

to
 u

rb
an

 a
re

as
 a

nd
 th

e 
in

te
r-

de
pe

nd
en

ce
 o

f r
ur

al
 a

nd
 u

rb
an

 p
op

ul
at

io
ns

. 
• 

D
el

iv
er

in
g 

m
od

er
n 

in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d 
so

ci
al

 
w

el
fa

re
 s

er
vi

ce
s.

  
• 

In
cr

ea
si

ng
 in

eq
ua

lit
ie

s 
w

ith
in

 u
rb

an
 a

re
as

; t
he

 
in

fo
rm

al
 s

ec
to

r a
nd

 u
rb

an
 p

ov
er

ty
. 

• 
S

us
ta

in
ab

le
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t i

n 
ci

tie
s.

 
 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
ca

se
 

st
ud

y 
of

 
pl

an
ni

ng
 

in
 

D
el

hi
, 

K
ol

ka
ta

, 
M

um
ba

i 

Th
e 

ris
e 

of
 

B
ol

ly
w

oo
d 

an
d 

gl
ob

al
 c

on
su

m
er

is
m

.  
C

as
e 

st
ud

y 
of

 a
 m

aj
or

 c
ity

 e
.g

. 
D

el
hi

, 
K

ol
ka

ta
, 

M
um

ba
i, 

B
an

ga
lo

re
. 

P
re

st
ig

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 

e.
g.

 
C

om
m

on
w

ea
lth

 G
am

es
.  

S
tra

te
gi

es
 fo

r s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t i
n 

D
el

hi
 o

r 
M

um
ba

i. 

 

1.
5 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

of
 

gl
ob

al
is

at
io

n 
on

 In
di

a?
 

• 
C

on
fli

ct
in

g 
vi

ew
s 

of
 th

e 
be

ne
fit

s 
of

 
gl

ob
al

is
at

io
n 

fo
r I

nd
ia

. 
• 

Th
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

of
 g

lo
ba

l t
ra

de
 o

n 
th

e 
na

tio
na

l 
ec

on
om

y.
 

• 
Th

e 
gr

ow
th

 o
f I

nd
ia

n 
TN

C
s.

  
• 

Th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

of
 th

e 
19

91
 d

eb
t c

ris
is

 a
nd

 
st

ru
ct

ur
al

 a
dj

us
tm

en
t. 

• 
Th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f g

lo
ba

lis
at

io
n 

on
 In

di
a’

s 
po

or
. 

 

   
O

ve
rs

ea
s 

in
ve

st
m

en
t b

y 
In

di
an

 
TN

C
s 

e.
g.

 in
 o

il,
 s

te
el

, 
ph

ar
m

ac
eu

tic
al

s 
an

d 
te

le
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
. 

  

G
3A

.4
,5

 

1.
6 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
ch

al
le

ng
es

 a
nd

 s
ol

ut
io

ns
 

fa
ci

ng
 In

di
a?

 

• 
Th

e 
ca

us
es

 a
nd

 c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s 
of

  
(i)

 
de

fo
re

st
at

io
n;

  
(ii

) 
so

il 
er

os
io

n;
 

(ii
i) 

in
du

st
ria

l p
ol

lu
tio

n 
in

 m
aj

or
 c

iti
es

; 
(iv

) 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
us

e 
of

 w
at

er
 re

so
ur

ce
s.

 
(v

)  
th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r e
ne

rg
y 

su
pp

lie
s.

 
• 

Th
e 

ba
la

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

ec
on

om
ic

 g
ro

w
th

 a
nd

 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t. 
 

R
es

ea
rc

h 
on

e 
co

nt
ro

ve
rs

ia
l 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l i
ss

ue
 o

r 
lo

ca
tio

n.
 

Th
e 

w
at

er
 c

ris
is

 o
f 

D
el

hi
 a

nd
 

th
e 

Y
am

un
a 

R
iv

er
.  

A
 

ca
se

 s
tu

dy
 

of
 

th
e 

G
an

ga
 

A
ct

io
n 

P
la

n.
  

Th
e 

im
pa

ct
 o

f 
ci

tiz
en

’s
 g

ro
up

s 
(P

eo
pl

e’
s 

M
ov

em
en

ts
) 

in
 

ch
al

le
ng

in
g 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
de

gr
ad

at
io

n 
an

d 
ur

ba
n 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

su
ch

 a
s 

S
ar

da
r 

S
ar

ov
ar

 
pr

oj
ec

t 
an

d 
th

e 
C

hi
pk

o 
m

ov
em

en
t. 

 

G
4.

2-
4 

 



GCE AS and A GEOGRAPHY 44 
 

G3 Section B: Individual Research Enquiry 
 
This part of the specification provides the opportunity for the student to carry out individual 
research and out of classroom work, including fieldwork on a pre-set title based on a range 
of prescribed topics: 
 
Candidates will select one Research Investigation Theme from the following list and base 
their investigation on the pre-release theme (page 25): 
 
G3.B.1   Geography of Crime 
 
G3.B.2   Deprivation 
 
G3.B.3   Geography of Disease 
 
G3.B.4   Environmental Psychology 
 
G3.B.5   Leisure and Recreation 
 
G3.B.6   Microclimates 
 
G3.B.7   Atmospheric and Water Pollution 
 
G3.B.8   Geography of Retailing  
 
G3.B.9   Rivers 
 
G3.B.10   Small scale Ecosystems 
 
Examples of the topic areas for research based on the above themes. 
 
G3.B.1   Patterns of criminal activity 
 
G3.B.2   Deprivation in MEDCs 
 
G3.B.3   Physical environments and disease 
 
G3.B.4   Age and environmental perception 
 
G3.B.5   Social benefits of an area of leisure 
 
G3.B.6   Rural microclimates 
 
G3.B.7   Managing pollution incidents 
 
G3.B.8   Retailing in the urban core  
 
G3.B.9   Managing discharge 
 
G3.B.10   Heathlands and moorlands 
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Unit G4 
 

Sustainability 
 
Synoptic assessment is a requirement of both A2 units. In G4 the decision making/ 
problem solving/issues evaluation exercises require candidates to draw on relevant 
knowledge, understanding and skills of the specification to tackle a decision, problem 
or issue that is new to them. The final question will provide ‘stretch and challenge’. 
 
A Resource Folder will be released ahead of the examination in early December and May.  
The material in the booklet will be drawn from a combination of the four themes in G4.  
Guidance on additional investigation will be given with these materials.  Further study may 
consist of giving greater depth to materials provided, or researching more widely, making 
comparisons with other examples. 
 
The G4 question paper will be marked out of 80.  Questions in Section A will be set on ideas 
indicated by the resource booklet, accounting for 55 marks.  There will be opportunities for 
knowledge and understanding from other areas of G4 that candidates have studied, besides 
those included in the resource booklet, to be used in answering questions in this section. 
 
In Section B, one question will be set (25 marks) that does not rely so heavily on the 
resource booklet.  This question will expect candidates to draw on knowledge, 
understanding and application from not only G4 but also from other units that have been 
studied at both AS and A2 Geography to help in formulating an answer. 
 
The major focus in all the four themes in G4 is sustainability.  There are many definitions of 
sustainability.  Two well-known ones are: 
 

1. The Brundtland Commission, that stated it is ‘ Development which fulfils the needs of 
the present generation without jeopardising the possibilities of future generations to 
fulfil their needs.’ 

2. The Countryside Commission have expanded it to ‘Sustainable development means 
meeting four objectives, at the same time, in the UK and in the world as a whole. 
These are: 

 
• social progress which recognises the needs of everyone; 
• effective protection of the environment; 
• prudent use of natural resources; and 
• maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment.’ 
 

These and other definitions will all allow candidates to gain full credit. 
 
Resources chosen for the resource booklet will highlight issues, whilst giving information that 
can be used in answering questions.  Some initial questions, carrying a relatively low mark 
load, may help candidates focus on information related to issues.  Later questions will focus 
on the issues themselves, possible solutions and encourage evaluation of them.  The 
recognition of a variety of attitudes and values of individuals, governments, pressure groups 
and other interest groups will contribute a good deal towards achieving good evaluation. 
 
It is expected that teaching each of the themes will often focus on issues.  The opportunities 
for study given under ‘Suggested examples’ illustrate extreme cases related to the content.  
None are mandatory, and many other alternatives would serve the purpose.  It is expected 
that for each theme, one well-chosen case study, along with one or more contrasting 
examples to generate discussion, could draw together all the relevant material to cover all 
the key questions of the theme. 
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5 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 

 
 AS and A level qualifications are available to candidates following this specification. 
 
 AS 
 
 The AS is the first half of an A level course.  It will contribute 50% of the total A level 

marks.  Candidates must complete the following two units in order to gain an AS 
qualification. 

 
  Weighting 

Within AS 
Weighting 

Within A Level 

G1 Changing Physical 
Environments 50% 25% 

G2 Changing Human 
Environments 50% 25% 

 
 
 G1: Written Paper (1 hour 30 minutes)  
 

There are three questions based on the content of Unit G1: 
 
1. A three part structured data response question based on Theme 1. 
2. A three part structured data response question based on Theme 2. 
3. A three part question on the research and out-of-classroom work, 

including fieldwork carried out in relation to Themes 1 and 2. 
 This will include data response material. 

 
 
 G2: Written Paper (1 hour 30 minutes) 
 

There are three questions based on the content of Unit G2: 
 
1. A three part structured data response question based on Theme 1. 
2. A three part structured data response question based on Theme 2. 
3. A three part question on the research and out-of-classroom work 

including fieldwork carried out in relation to Themes 1 and 2. 
 This will include data response material. 

 
 
 Advanced 
 
 The A level specification consists of two parts: Part 1 (AS) and Part 2 (A2). 
 
 Part 1 (AS) may be taken separately and added to A2 at a further examination sitting to 

achieve an A level qualification, or alternatively, both the AS and A2 may be taken at 
the same sitting. 
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 Candidates must complete the AS units outlined above plus a further two units to 
complete A level Geography.  The A2 units will contribute 50% of the total A level 
marks. 

 
  Weighting 

within A2 
Weighting 

within 
Advanced 

G3* Contemporary Themes and 
Research in Geography 60% 30% 

G4* Sustainability 40% 20% 
 
 *Includes synoptic assessment 
 
 
 G3: Written Paper (2 hours 15 minutes)  
 

A 2 hours 15 minutes written paper, with two essay questions to be completed, one 
from each optional theme studied and one question based on the individual 
research enquiry carried out by the candidate from the findings of a chosen pre-
released topic area. 
 
Pre-release topic areas for G3 Section B will be issued a year in advance in 
December for the winter series and in May for the summer series.  This means that 
titles issued in December 2008 will be used for January 2010 and in May 2009 
for June 2010. 

 
 
 
 G4: Written Paper (1 hour 45 minutes)  
 

A 1 hour 45 minutes synoptic paper using pre-release material 
 

Pre-release resource materials for G4 will be issued in December six weeks prior to 
the winter series and in May six weeks prior to the summer series. 

 
 
 Synoptic Assessment 
 

Synoptic assessment, testing candidates' understanding of the connections between 
the different elements of the subject and their holistic understanding of the subject, is 
a requirement of all A level specifications.  In the context of Geography this means: 
 
Assessment of candidates' ability to draw on their understanding of the connections 
between different aspects of the subject represented in the specification and 
demonstrate their ability to 'think like a geographer'.  
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Elements of synoptic assessment tasks will be included in G3 and G4:  
 

• In G3 Section A, essay questions will explore key geographical concepts through 
linkages between physical and human geography, or issues or problems that will 
require candidates to draw together and apply relevant integrated knowledge and 
understanding of the specification.  

 
• In G3, Section B an essay based on an individual research enquiry that allows 

candidates to draw together and apply relevant knowledge, understanding and 
skills of enquiry.  
 

• In G4 the decision-making/problem-solving/issues-evaluation exercises require 
candidates to draw together relevant knowledge, understanding and skills of the 
specification to tackle a decision, problem or issue that is new to them. The final 
question will provide ‘stretch and challenge’. 

 
 Quality of Written Communication 

 
Candidates will be required to demonstrate their competence in written 
communication in each of the assessment units where they are required to produce 
extended written material. Mark schemes for these units include the following specific 
criteria for the assessment of written communication:   
 
• legibility of text; accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar; clarity of 

meaning; 
• selection of a form and style of writing appropriate to purpose and to the 

complexity of the subject matter; 
• clear and coherent organisation of information and use of specialist vocabulary 

where appropriate. 
 

 
 Availability of Units 
 

Availability of Assessment Units 
Unit January 

2009 
June 
2009 

January 
2010 & each 
subsequent 

year 

June 
2010 & each 
subsequent 

year 

G1     

G2     

G3     

G4     
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 Awarding, Reporting and Re-sitting 

 
The overall grades for the GCE AS qualification will be recorded as a grade on a 
scale from A to E.   The overall grades for the GCE A level qualification will be 
recorded on a grade scale from A* to E.  Results not attaining the minimum standard 
for the award of a grade will be reported as U (Unclassified).  Individual unit results 
and the overall subject award will be expressed as a uniform mark on a scale 
common to all GCE qualifications (see table below).  The grade equivalence will be 
reported as a lower case letter ((a) to (e)) on results slips, but not on certificates: 
 
 Max. 

UMS 
A B C D E 

Units 1 and 2 
(weighting 25%) 

100 80 70 60 50 40 

Unit 3 
(weighting 30%) 

120 96 84 72 60 48 

Unit 4 
(weighting 20 %) 

80 64 56 48 40 32 

AS Qualification 200  160  140  120  100  80  

A Qualification 400  320  280  240  200  160  
 
At A level, Grade A* will be awarded to candidates who have achieved a Grade A in 
the overall A level qualification and 90% of the total uniform marks for the A2 units. 
 
Candidates may re-sit units prior to certification for the qualification, with the best of 
the results achieved contributing to the qualification.  Individual unit results, prior to 
certification of the qualification have a shelf life limited only by the shelf life of the 
specification. 
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6 KEY SKILLS 

 
 Key Skills are integral to the study of AS/A level Geography and may be assessed 

through the course content and the related scheme of assessment as defined in the 
specification.  The following key skills can be developed through this specification at 
Level 3:   

 
 • Communication 
 • Application of Number 
 • Problem Solving 
 • Information and Communication Technology 
 • Working with Others 
 • Improving Own Learning and Performance 
 
 
 Mapping of opportunities for the development of these skills against Key Skills 

evidence requirement is provided in 'Exemplification of Key Skills for Geography', 
available on WJEC website. 
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7 PERFORMANCE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 INTRODUCTION 
 

Performance descriptions have been created for all GCE subjects.  They describe 
the learning outcomes and levels of attainment likely to be demonstrated by a 
representative candidate performing at the A/B and E/U boundaries for AS and A2. 
 
In practice most candidates will show uneven profiles across the attainments listed, 
with strengths in some areas compensating in the award process for weaknesses or 
omissions elsewhere.  Performance descriptions illustrate expectations at the A/B 
and E/U boundaries of the AS and A2 as a whole; they have not been written at unit 
level. 
 
Grade A/B and E/U boundaries should be set using professional judgement.  The 
judgement should reflect the quality of candidates' work, informed by the available 
technical and statistical evidence.  Performance descriptions are designed to assist 
examiners in exercising their professional judgement.  They should be interpreted 
and applied in the context of individual specifications and their associated units.  
However, performance descriptions are not designed to define the content of 
specifications and units. 
 
The requirements for all AS and A level specifications to assess candidates' quality of 
written communication will be met through one or more of the assessment objectives. 
 
The performance descriptions have been produced by the regulatory authorities in 
collaboration with the awarding bodies. 
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