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1. INTRODUCTION

This teachers' guide has been produced to supplement the revised WJEC GCE
specifications in Modern Languages and the revised sample assessment materials.

It aims to offer support and guidance to teachers in the preparation and
administration of the course.

The guide contains advice on several areas:

• The main changes contained in the revised GCE course
• Advice on routes through the specification
• Advice on the assessment styles to be used
• Advice on each unit

WHAT DO I NEED TO START?

• A copy of the revised specification for GCE Modern Languages
Copies have been distributed to centres recently. Additional copies can be
obtained from the WJEC bookshop on 02920 265112 or by visiting the website
www.wjec.co.uk

• Copies of the revised specimen assessment materials. These contain sample
examination papers for each option and the associated mark schemes

• A copy of the teachers' guide for the revised GCE course.

• Dates of appropriate INSET courses

The WJEC AS and A2 Modern Foreign Languages specification has been modified
and updated for delivery from September 2008. The first AS awards will be made in
Summer 2009 and the first A level awards in summer 2010. For the first availability of
units, see page 2 of the specification. The specification can be delivered and
assessed in centres throughout the UK.

The revised subject criteria for GCE Modern Foreign Languages issued by the
regulators have necessitated a change in the course structure from the current 3 plus
3 modules to a 2 plus 2 structure with

This Guide is one of a number of ways in which the WJEC provides assistance to
teachers delivering the new specification. Also essential to its introduction are the
Specimen Assessment Materials (question papers and marking schemes) and
professional development (INSET) conferences.

Other provisions which you will find useful are:

• Examiners' reports on each examinations series
• Free access to past question papers via the WJEC secure website
• Easy access to specification and other key documents on main website
• Regular INSET delivered by Chief Examiners
• Additional materials on the National Grid for Learning Wales (NGfL Cymru)
• Easy access to both the Subject Officer and to administrative sections
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1.1 Rationale

Introduction

In response to changes by the regulator to the Modern Languages criteria a new
structure of assessment for AS and A Level has been introduced, for first teaching
from September 2008.

Some of the changes include:

• The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to
ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential
(cf. Unit guidelines)

• The number of units to be assessed has been reduced from 6 to 4

• The clear structure of one oral and one written examination and the focussed
framework of the topics at both AS and A2 is further enhanced by the Guided
Studies option at A2

• The Guided Studies Option at A2 will provide a high degree of flexibility and
choice

• The AO4 has been removed – there will no longer be discrete marks awarded
for knowledge of the culture and society of the target language country.

• There will no longer be a coursework component at A2.

• The content of the Specification has been revised, amended and updated to
ensure that the content is relevant to learners of the foreign language

• The subject criteria stipulate that "spoken and written sources must include
material that relates to the contemporary society, cultural background and
heritage of the countries and communities where the foreign language is spoken."

Current textbooks and additional teaching materials will still be relevant, as will on-
line materials such as newspapers, and audio-visual materials available from TV,
radio and the internet.

This Guide aims to help teachers prepare and monitor the delivery of the WJEC
Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced courses. When preparing candidates,
teachers should be thoroughly familiar with the contents of the WJEC Specification
and Specimen Papers which are available in separate booklets. Some of the
material will be highlighted in this Guide for exemplification purposes.

Focus on teaching and learning

The new Specification has been designed in direct response to regulatory changes.
The overriding consideration in designing it was to provide a realistic platform for
lively interactive classroom teaching that would once again engage and motivate
students and build on the interest and enthusiasm they express when they first learn
a foreign language. That enthusiasm for language needs to be kept alive
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Focus on language

With the introduction of the revised GCE AS and A level subject criteria for modern
foreign languages (MFL) (September 2006) the regulator (QCA) removed the
previous requirement of awarding discrete marks for the knowledge of the culture
and society of the countries whose languages were being studied.

This adjustment has been welcomed as an opportunity to recapture the traditional
educational ethos of language teaching. Language is, above all, communication, and
that has been the guiding principle in designing the Specification: it provides a sound
basis for interactive classroom teaching and encourages lively student participation
and discussion where students can develop their linguistic competence and
understanding.

Assessment of language

Assessment will be based on the quality of an answer. In other words, it is no longer
the amount and accuracy of information per se that is reflected in the mark but the
manner in which students use the information at their disposal in support of an
argument. Whether that information is limited or comprehensive is not a decisive
factor when assessing the quality of an answer in linguistic terms. There is no
expectation of "essential" facts to be referred to in any given answer (no AO4)

However, the revised subject criteria still stipulate that "spoken and written sources
must include material that relates to the contemporary society, cultural background
and heritage of one or more of the countries or communities where the language is
spoken." Language teachers are aware that it is almost impossible to teach a
language without using such material, and they will already have a ready stock at
their disposal to meet that requirement. More up-to-date or topical material will be
added as the classroom situation requires and can easily be sourced from
newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, radio interviews, television talk shows,
documentaries etc. In that respect all online newspapers are a ready source of
information.

Flexibility

The main attraction of the Specification lies in its flexibility. It allows teachers to tailor
their courses to their particular requirements which may well change from year to
year, depending on the groups of students and their calibre and interests.

The Specification promotes and supports straightforward teaching strategies which
are reflected in the examination structure of one oral and one written examination
both at AS and A2 levels. As a result the complementary skills of listening and
speaking, reading and writing will be tested in their genuine, "natural" contexts, i.e.
listening and speaking in the oral examination and reading and writing in the written
paper.

The open-ended framework of topics is further enhanced at A2 by the introduction of
the Guided Studies options. There are three option lines, i.e. films, literary texts and
regions, each with its own set list of titles. This has enabled us to retain literature
studies and add two more attractive options for students who are keen on film or
regional studies. Students may study any two titles from any of the set lists, or they
may choose just one title from a set list and, in addition, offer another title of their
own free choice. That way the options offer interesting combinations in comparing or
contrasting different items, genres or social concerns and can cater for a very wide
range of interests. It is hoped that this will also lead to a livelier interest in language
studies generally and provide a great opportunity for students to express and debate
their own views and ideas.
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1.2 Overview of the Specification

Topics

The topics are staged over two years.

• Language teaching and learning must be embedded in the cultural heritage and
current lifestyle of the country in which it is spoken.

• The topics provide a general framework for teaching the language - they may be
adapted to include students' or teachers' special interests or existing links with
the target language country.

• Two groups of topics are specified for the AS and a further two (including the AS
topics) are specified for the A2.

The topics will be studied with reference to target language countries as well as in a
wider, global context where appropriate.

Advanced Subsidiary

(a) Leisure and Lifestyles, including travel and tourism, sport, hobbies,
entertainment, customs, traditions, healthy living – health and nutrition, diet
and exercise; unhealthy living - drugs, aids, smoking, alcohol, etc

(b) The Individual and Society, including relationships and responsibilities,
gender issues, youth culture (values, peer groups, fashions and trends etc.),
education, vocational training and future careers.

Advanced

(c) Environmental Issues, including pollution, global warming, transport,
energy, nuclear energy, renewable energies, conservation, recycling,
sustainability.

(d) Social and Political Issues, including the role of the media, racism,
immigration social exclusion and integration, terrorism, world of work
(employment, commerce, globalisation, etc.).
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SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT

To obtain an Advanced Subsidiary qualification, candidates must successfully complete the
AS Units 1 & 2

To obtain an Advanced Level qualification, candidates must successfully complete the AS
Units 1 & 2 and also the A Level Units 3 & 4

AS (2 units)

FN1/GN1/SN1 20% 12-15 minutes 60 raw marks; 80 UMS
marks

Oral
Examiner-led discussion of topics
General conversation

FN2/GN2/SN2 30% 2½ hours 98 raw marks; 120 UMS
marks

Listening, Reading and Writing
Listening and Responding
Reading and Responding
Grammar tasks
Translation Target Language - English
Essay

A Level (the above plus a further 2 units)

FN3/GN3/SN3 20% 15-20 minutes 60 raw marks; 80 UMS
marks

Oral
Structured Discussion
Exposé

FN4/GN4/SN4 30% 3 hours 98 raw marks; 120 UMS marks

Listening Reading and Writing
Listening and Responding
Reading and Responding
Translation English – target language
Guided Studies Essay
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1.3 Changes to the specification for delivery in September 2008

A/AS LEVEL FRENCH, GERMAN AND SPANISH

Language centred teaching with topics providing a framework of contexts.

(a) 2 units for AS – FN1/GN1/SN1 + FN2/GN2/SN2
2 units for A2 - FN3/GN3/SN3 + FN4/GN4/SN4

(b) 2 topic bands for AS - Leisure and Lifestyles, The individual and society
2 topic bands for A2 – Environmental Issues, Social and Political Issues

(c) There will be no coursework at A2. There will be 1 synoptic multi-skilled paper
(FN4). The essay will be on a choice from the Guided Studies Option.

(d) There will no longer be any discrete assessment of the knowledge of culture
and society of the target language country. Although the AO4 will disappear
there is every expectation that students will continue to study the topics within
the context of the target language.
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2. DELIVERING THE SPECIFICATION

• In all parts of the examination and at AS and A2 candidates will be assessed
according to linguistic criteria only.

• When devising and amending schemes of work teachers now have the freedom
and flexibility to:

(a) retain the familiar structure of schemes of work which are based around the
topics

(b) amend schemes of work to reflect linguistic progression and choose topical
contexts to illustrate the language points - here the progression in language
learning would determine the sequence of linguistic aspects to be taught
and texts/materials selected accordingly.

The two oral tests Unit 1 and Unit 3

The AS oral test Unit 1.
The AS oral test will either be conducted by the teacher, tape-recorded and marked
by the Board or a visiting examiner will conduct and assess the test.
The Advanced oral Unit 3 will be conducted by a visiting examiner.

Multiple language skill examinations.

These are in Units FN2/GN2/SN2 and FN4/GN4/SN4.
Students will be used to multi-skill work as this is a technique frequently used in day
to day teaching.

Guided Studies Options - General Guidelines and principles:

Multiple choice structure:

• The range of options at A2 offers the widest possible choice for teachers and
students. There are three lists of set titles to choose from, one of which will be
examined by oral exposé plus discussion in Unit 3, the other by essay in Unit 4.
There is, however, an additional motivating incentive: Not only can students
select one or two titles from anywhere in the three lists, they can also choose
freely a title that is not on any of the lists. That title will always be examined in the
oral exposé plus discussion in Unit 3.

• The title students choose for their Unit 4 essay must be from one of the three
lists.

• There may be many reasons for choosing a non-prescribed title: Students and/or
teachers may wish to follow their special interests, they may wish to complement
and compare two or more titles, or they may wish to contrast two quite disparate
titles. In any case, it is an opportunity to involve the whole class in choosing a
book, film or region to be studied.
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Beyond the options

• The oral examination is taken much earlier than the written paper, Students will
therefore have to choose early on which of the titles they want to use for the oral
exposé. However, because of the interval between the two examinations it is also
quite possible for them to choose a third title for the exposé and thus still keep all
their options open for the written paper.

• The above suggestion will be quite feasible if students choose an additional film,
or a shorter literary text, or in cases where a student is quite familiar already with
one region, possibly through regular exchanges or through family or friends living
in a French/German/Spanish speaking country.

• Encouraging students to study more than the two titles required for their
examination was, indeed, one of the underlying expectations when designing this
Specification. It is not an unrealistic expectation, bearing in mind that topics will
no longer be studied in depth with the aim of acquiring factual knowledge, and
this will see an increase in actual teaching and study time. It should enable
students to extend their studies – albeit not necessarily to the same depth –
beyond the prescribed two titles. In the case of film students may well watch an
extra two or even more films, and there are many shorter texts that make this
possible for literature studies as well.

Summary of underlying considerations:

• Flexibility of choice to suit both teachers and students

• There will be 2 questions on each book/film/region

• The chosen area of study will allow students to discuss, evaluate and analyse
rather than describe and comment and will encourage a well- considered
personal response

• It must be appreciated that as this is A Level there is an expectation that the
quality and standard of the language should be high – a good quality of response
expected: a well-constructed essay

• There is no expectation for compulsory/ prescriptive extra reading for the film
option. Reading will enhance study skills and knowledge of the films as well as
contributing to focussed and analytical essays/exposés

• Changes to the prescribed lists of book/film/region will not happen too regularly. If
after several years, and from feedback from teachers at INSET, titles are
consistently unpopular they may be changed. Teachers will be told of proposed
changes well in advance at INSET or via letters to centres.

• Even if titles disappear from prescribed lists (or are not on the original list) they
can still be used for the oral exposé.

• The same book/film/region CANNOT be chosen for FN3 and FN4.

• Teachers will record each candidate's exposé title on a sheet provided by the
WJEC prior to the examination therefore cross-checking by the examiners will be
possible.
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The 3 Options:

a. The World of Cinema
b. The World of Literature
c. Regional Studies

(a) The introduction of this option opens a whole new range of possibilities for
both teachers and students.

• The films have been chosen with the aims of appealing to the target age
group and (in some cases) to complement the language topics being
studied at A2.

• Films in the foreign language will enhance both linguistic skills, promote
cultural awareness of the country and develop the skills of analysis,
constructive criticism and independence of thought.

• Candidates will be expected to have a good knowledge of the film in the
foreign language and be thoroughly familiar with it.

• Translations and sub-titles can often stray from the original.

• Questions will be quite general – candidates will not be expected to have
detailed specialist knowledge.

• If candidiates wish to study a film in technical depth this can be tackled via
FN3/GN3/SN3 paper via the exposé if desired, especially for candidates
who have a background in Media Studies. The follow-up questions will not
be of the content required for a Media Studies course

(b) Students with an overriding interest in literature may opt for the well
established discipline of The World of Literature where skills of literary
analysis and independent thinking can be developed.

• They can choose a title from a prescribed list of texts. Some of these texts
will be familiar, others may be less well known, and new texts will be
chosen from time to time to reflect the changing literary scene.

• The questions at A2 will deal with the themes of the novel or play, the
characters – roles, importance, inter-relationships, setting (e.g.
geographical, emotional, psychological, historical).

• Candidates will be expected to have a good knowledge of the text in the
foreign language and be thoroughly familiar with it.

• Translations of set works often vary from the original.

• Short, apt quotations can be used to illustrate a point but lengthy quotes
are not necessary and often detract from the point being made.
Candidates should not build an essay around pre-learnt quotations which
have little or nothing to do with the question set.
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(c) The study of this option should relate to the life, experience and culture of
the region whose language is being studied.

• Teachers and students may have a particular interest in some aspect of
the life and culture of France/Germany/Spain or a French/German/
Spanish-speaking country for the oral exposé which they would like to
explore in depth.

• This option provides the opportunity to examine questions related to the
geography, economy, recent history, society, culture, traditions and
lifestyle characteristic of the region.

• Candidates will also be expected to have a broad view of the region's
place within the chosen country as a whole.

• For the examination questions on the region the expectation will be that
the essay will not just be an essay on tourism more appropriate to AS.
More will be required for A2.

Areas of focus (depending on the country)

• Economic trends/employment/industry/wealth/natural resources.

• Environment/"green" attitudes.

• Autonomy/nationalism.

• Tourism - impact/importance/evaluation (more than AS)

• Culture and traditions - food and drink, festivals, etc.

• History and cultural history.

• Geography and physical aspects.

• Social problems/society/trends.

• Rural/urban aspects.

• For this option the linguistic expectations will be the same as those for
film/book studies.

Comparability of assessment across all options

• For all three options, assessment comprises a traditional examination
paper (Unit 4) and an oral exposé.

• There will be a choice of 2 essays for each film, book and region.
Candidates will answer 1 question.

• In order to ensure comparability the essays in all 3 options will be marked
using the same marking scheme.
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• All 3 options are equal in their demands as regards the amount of reading
and preparation, the scope of investigation the time allotted to study, the
standard of work presented for the assessment in the examination

• It is assumed that the total amount of target language material to be
studied is roughly equivalent regardless of the chosen option.

N.B. – Please remember that candidates CANNOT choose the same film,
book or region as they presented for the oral exposé in Unit 3, nor can they
study the same book and film in 2 options e.g:

• "Manon des Sources" for both FN3 and 4 will not be acceptable although
"Jean de Florette" – film for FN3 and "Manon des Sources" – novel for
FN4 will be acceptable.

• In SN3 and 4 "La casa de Bernarda Alba" or "Le coronel no tiene quien le
escriba". 
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3.1 Resources for the Specification as a whole

There is a wide variety of up-to-date, well presented textbooks in the foreign
languages on the market, all of which suit different groups of students in different
ways.

The WJEC Specification is intended to promote language learning that is not tied to
any particular content. Teachers are therefore free to choose any textbook, if at all,
that in their view best suits the particular needs of their students.

3.2 National Grid for Learning - Cymru

A particular source of resources and support for teachers of WJEC Modern Foreign
Languages GCE AS/2 has been created on the National Grid for Learning Cymru by
teachers of Modern Foreign Languages. Teachers will find a wide range of
supporting materials on this website

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/.

Much of this material is intended to be downloaded so that it can be edited by
teachers to suit the needs of their own candidates and centres.

The list of websites is comprehensive and the links are checked regularly to ensure
that they are still live and of use to teachers. Please contact NGfL Cymru if you
become aware of new and useful sites.

Please keep returning to this site as new materials become available. It is hoped that
teachers will be willing to contribute their own work and ideas to this site for the
benefit of colleagues in other centres.

3.3 General Websites

Candidates need to be encouraged to look at relevant INTERNET sites as well
as magazines, newspapers and textbooks in order to build up their own corpus
of personalised topic related material which will form the basis of their own
topic-based discussion and exposé.

A wealth of information is available from the Internet. Virtually all the print and
electronic media have their own websites which are updated on a daily basis –
even those of weekly or fortnightly magazines.

FRENCH:

www.yahoo.fr

www.phosphore.com - Le site des 15-25 ans

www.20minutes.fr

www.lemonde.fr

www.lefigaro.fr

www.arte.fr

www.tv5.org :
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Le site de TV5 chaîne internationale de télévision francophone : Les émissions, les
programmes, l'information en continu, la météo, la musique, ...
Jeux et divertissements
Dictionnaire
Météo internationale
Info
information en continu de l'AFP
Langue Française
Cinéma
Informations

Okapi www.boutique.bayardweb.com
Le magazine des ados ouverts au monde. ... Okapi, le magazine des années
collège. Abonnement 6 mois 11 numéros

www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.zut.org.uk

GERMAN:

Newspapers and magazines
Berliner Zeitung (BZ) http://www.berlinonline.de/
Bild-Zeitung http://www.bild.de/
Bravo http://www.bravo.de/
Bravo Sport http://www.bravosport.de/
Bunte http://www.bunte.de/
Der Spiegel http://www.spiegel.de/
Die Tageszeitung http://www.taz.de/
Die Welt http://www.welt.de
Die Zeit http://www.zeit.de/
Facts online magazine http://facts.ch (includes occasional English texts)
Focus http://www.focus.de/
JUMA http://www.juma.de/
Junge Welt http://www.jungewelt.de
Profil http://www.news.at/profil/
Stern http://www.stern.de/
Süddeutsche Zeitung http://www.sueddeutsche.de/
Zeitung in der Schule http://www.zis.de/

Television channels
ARD http://www.ard.de/
ZDF http://www.zdf.de/
3sat http://www.3sat.com
Deutsche Welle http://www.dwelle.de/
news broadcasts http://www.tagesschau.de/

OR http://www.tagesthemen.de/
RTL http://www.rtl.de/
Sport 1 http://www.sport1.de/
WDR http://www.wdr.de/
http://www.arte.de (This bi-lingual channel and website [www.arte.fr] is useful for
students who also study French

Other websites of regional stations can be found by searching with Google, e.g.
NDR, MDR, RBB, BR (Bayern), HR (Hessen) etc.
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Towns and cities in German speaking countries all have their own websites, for
example:

Berlin http://www.berlin.de/
Munich http://www.muenchen-tourist.de/index.html
Salzburg http://www.salzburg.at
Vienna http://www.wien.at

Sites on tourism with liks to places of interest, activities etc.:

Austria http://www.austria-tourism.at/
Germany http://www.deutschland-tourismus.de (includes podcasts)
Switzerland http://www.switzerlandvacation.ch

Portal with maps and links to the websites of individual Bundesländer
http://www.acu.edu/academics/cas/fl/german/bundeslaender/bundeslaender.htm

General search engines return slightly different results depending on whether the
German (.de) or English site (.com or .co.uk) is called. It is therefore worth logging in
to the German sites:

http://www.de.altavista.com (sic!)
http://www.yahoo.de/
http://www.dino-online.de
http://www.web.de/
http://www.fireball.de/
http://www.t-online.de/
http://www.ddr-suche.de/

SPANISH:

As well as the obvious national websites for newpapers like ABC, El Mundo, El
País, La Vanguardia
and perodicals such as Cambio 16 and Muy Interesante , the following sites
may be found useful
for classroom material:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/spanish/serieespana.html

http:www.elmundo.es/especiales/2005/03/espana/elecciones pv/sociedad
vasca/opiniones.html

http://www.terra.es/actualidad/articulo/html/act25119.htm

http://extranjeros.mtas.es/

http://www.uned.es/radio/emision/2002 2003/2002 10/021019/htm

http://www.cnice.mecd.es/eos/MaterialesEducativos/secundaria/sociales/pobre
za/paginas/migracione/htm

http://www.cadenaser.com/

http:polyglot.mit.edu/html/espanadecerca/view1.html
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http:www.antena3.com

http:www.spain.info/TourSpain/Destinos

http:www.greenpeace.org/espana

http:www.cnice.mecd.es/eos/MaterialesEducativos/secundaria/sociales/pobrez
a/paginas/guerra.htm

http:www.eumed.net/cursecon/ppp/pirespdinamica.ppt

http://www.mujereshoy.com/secciones/2250.shtml

http://www.elpais.es/afondo/tema.html?id=123La%20nueva%20familia

http://www.newspanishbooks.com/newsletter.asp,

http://www.newspanishbooks.com/

http://www.icex.es/

http://www.federacioneditores.org/
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4. UNIT GUIDES AS

FN/GN/SN1 a. The guided conversation:
• The first part of the oral test is based on one visual and one

written stimulus identifiable by differently coloured cards.

• There will be two piles of cards, one for each topic area and each
containing visual and written stimuli.

• Candidates will choose two differently coloured cards, one each
from the two fanned-out piles facing downwards.

• Topic area A will have a pile of green and white cards and topic
area B likewise.

• The candidate chooses one colour from pile A and a different
colour from B).

• Each candidate will have 15 minutes preparation time during
which they can make BRIEF notes which can be used during the
first part of the test and must be handed in to the examiner at the
end. These notes should be very brief and ideally just show
headings. Full scripts never work in the candidates' favour. They
prevent candidates from responding spontaneously and are likely
to be answers to questions the examiner never asks.
Where teachers conduct their own orals these notes must be
retained by the teacher until after enquiries about results (October
half term) and must accompany any enquiry.

• The examiner will lead the discussion.

• Examiners and teachers should interrupt lengthy statements by
asking a supplementary question.

b. The general conversation:

• The second part will consist of a general conversation where
candidates will discuss their personal interests, studies and plans
for the future

For both of the above tasks students need guidance in organising facts and
ideas and in giving opinions, justifications explanations and information. They
must be ready to adapt any material they have prepared and respond to the
examiner's questions

There will be a DVD available showing the oral exam in action and notes on
the performances.
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FN/GN/SN2 • The rubric will advise candidates how much time should be spent on
listening tasks.

• There will be 1 or 2 passages in listening test.

• Language labs may be used, but candidates must have access to the
tape for the duration of the exam (2 hours 30 mins).

• Listening cannot be a separate exam.

• CDs, MP3 players may be used.

• There will be 2 or 3 passages in reading test.

• The types of questions will follow the specimen template very closely
every year – no surprise changes to throw candidates.

Questions and translation tasks will be in chronological order in the passages.

• The phrases selected for translation ("transfer of meaning") are taken
from the context of the reading passages and reflect a certain style.
Students should be encouraged to ask themselves how they would
express the particular message in their own language in a similar context,
possibly by using quite different structures or idioms, as suggested by the
example given. The aim is that, in practising translation in that manner,
they should gradually move away from word for word translation and
develop an awareness of the idiom and expression of the foreign
language

• The AS essays will be very similar in content and style to the current
FR3/GR3/SP3 – essays need good structure, accuracy and quality of
language. N.B – No AO4
What counts in the essay is the manner in which candidates use
information to support an argument and illustrate their point of view.
Apart from straightforward linguistic assessment, the quality of an answer
is assessed in terms of structure, coherence, overall organisation and
focus on the question set, not in terms of factual content. (Cf. mark
scheme!)

• Candidates should be encouraged to approach the question from their
own perspective and learn how to address specific points meaningfully
and directly.
They should limit any straightforward communication of information to the
minimum required in presenting their argument.
Word limit for essays – 200-250
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FN/GN/SN3 The A2 oral test also consists of two parts.

1. A discussion based on a short written stimulus linked to one of the
A2 topics.

• Candidates need guidance and practice to complete their first task.
They need to be able to understand the passage (reading skills) and
answer questions on the subject matter and then state their own views
and exchange views with the examiner.

• Each candidate will have 15 minutes preparation time during which
they can make BRIEF notes which can be used during the first part of
the test and must be handed in to the examiner at the end. These
notes should be very brief and ideally just show headings.
Full scripts never work in the candidates' favour - they prevent
candidates from responding spontaneously and are likely to be
answers to questions the examiner never asks.

• The teacher/examiner will lead the discussion.

• Examiners and teachers should interrupt lengthy statements by asking
a supplementary question.

2. A prepared oral exposé from the Guided Studies Option.

• The study for the oral exposé must be equivalent to the study for the
written part of the guided studies option (e.g. one poem would not be
enough).

• The candidate may refer to brief notes during the presentation. This
presentation will be followed by a discussion which is twice as long as
the exposé itself. The subject matter needs to show knowledge of the
text film or region studied in the target language.

• The A2 test will be conducted by a visiting examiner.

• The oral examinations require the skills of being able to discuss ideas
and opinions in the target language as well as good presentation and
discussion skills.

• The options do not only allow for a high degree of flexibility in
choosing the themes to be studied, but also in the approaches.

• Study programmes and schemes of work may include traditional
classroom teaching, assignments, group work, presentations,
discussions, workshop sessions or individual research. Again,
these approaches may be linked. For example, individual assignments
may be based on independent research or may contain individual
interpretations of particular aspects of a text, topic or current issue.
Formally presented to a group, this may then form the basis of a wider
discussion.
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FN/GN/SN4 • Circumstances and facilities for teaching Modern Foreign Languages
vary widely from one educational establishment to another. Common
difficulties are small teaching groups, timetable clashes and staffing
shortages. All these factors make it more and more difficult to operate
a structured teaching programme in MFL, and a range of very different
approaches has to be adopted. The Guided Studies Options have
been designed to meet those challenges and allow for variety in the
choice of topics as well as in learning and teaching methods.

• There are three distinct options, each clearly defined yet also capable
of being combined in an overall scheme of studies. Whilst many
centres may opt for 2 areas from one column, it is perfectly feasible to
offer an option from more than one column to one and the same
group, depending on the specific interests or learning habits of
individual students, without having to devise completely different study
programmes.
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5. ASSESSMENT

In order to ensure comparability, the essay at FN4 in each of the options will be
marked according to the same marking schemes. Examiners and moderators will use
exactly the same marking schemes. Not only is this intended to ensure that equal
standards apply in all aspects of the examination, it will also allow teachers to
become more familiar with the marking process and gain confidence in it.

Each piece of work presented for assessment will be marked out of 45, according to
the General Markscheme for Guided Studies Options. (Appendix 4).

ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE

What are examiners looking for?

• Candidates who can show us what they know and their ability to express it in the
target language in all the skills

Oral examinations:

• No conversation is perfect, neither in real life nor in an examination. Examiners
do not look for perfection, and candidates need not get upset if they cannot
answer every question. It may not even be their fault but the examiner's who
phrased the question badly, and there is no reason why the candidate should not
ask for clarification.

• Examiners will try to find the level at which a candidate is able to sustain a
meaningful conversation. They expect direct responses, not pre-learned
statements that address the question obliquely or do not address it at all.

• In order to be able to award the highest possible mark they will encourage
candidates to respond spontaneously and generate answers other than those
rehearsed in class.

• This is particularly important since listening is assessed almost exclusively as
part of the oral

• Oral examiners are genuinely interested in their candidates' views and ideas.

• They will not assess them on the amount of factual information they present but
solely on their ability to communicate in the foreign language.

• What counts is not what they say but how they say it.

• Candidates therefore need not be afraid of giving the wrong answer, but to try
and give well expressed responses.

• The assessment criteria are purely linguistic. One part of the AS conversation
relates to the topics – this is to give candidates confidence as they will be working
in a familiar context and register.
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In A2 Unit 3, the "familiar" territory is defined by the exposé:

• Here, too, candidates will be assessed on their linguistic performance in
presenting the exposé and handling the discussion.

• They are at an advantage since examiners will have no prior knowledge of what
the exposé will be about, and in many cases may not be familiar with the book,
film or region.

• Examiners are therefore not in a position to evaluate the content per se, only the
manner in which candidates argue their case. Candidates should remember that
the examiner may well be on unfamiliar ground here, and exploring it together is
a strong element in establishing as natural an exchange as possible.

Supporting your candidates:

Ensure that

• they understand the rubrics for all the questions in all the Units

• they are familiar with the types of questions and the tasks which will be included
in the examinations

• they are well-prepared and confident

Ensure candidates avoid:

Writing:

• examination answers which are either too short (lacking in sufficient depth and
detail) or too long (leading to digression, loss of thread and focus)

• writing out a pre-learnt essay which has little relevance to the question set – read
the questions carefully before making a choice.

• Word-for - word translation instead of well-considered transfer of meaning

Speaking:

• using pre-learned sentences and passages without listening to the examiner's
question.

• not being able to take part in a conversation with a "natural" feeling of information
and views being exchanged.

• clinging to notes and not being able to develop a conversation

• over-reliance on technology (e.g. PowerPoint) at the expense of language
development
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ORAL MARK SCHEME

Oral marking scheme

These marking criteria have been drawn up to provide teachers and examiners with clear
guidance for assessment with reference to defined achievement levels. Prior to candidates
taking the test, this set of assessment criteria will be finalised and validated in a
standardising and training session which all examiners attend.

Tasks and Assessment Objectives - Overview

Unit 1 AO1 AO2 AO3
General conversation Communication 20
Topic-based conversation Communication 20

Accuracy 5
Range and Variety 5
Pronunciation /Intonation 10 - _ -

50 10
Unit 3

Structured discussion Communication 10 10
Exposé Communication 10 10

Accuracy 5
Range and Variety 5
Pronunciation /Intonation 10 _ _ -

30 20 10

Communication (AO1/AO2)

AS A2
10/9 Excellent linguistic rapport. High degree of spontaneity; prompt,

direct responses. Quick to grasp examiner's comments and challenges.
Frequently takes the initiative, ready to interrupt/contradict examiner
and/or ask questions. Articulate and to the point.

High level of fluency, in all linguistic situations, with just a few 'natural'
hesitations.

High information content. Imaginative responses demonstrate the
ability to compare, analyse and evaluate, and to present a critical
viewpoint, clearly structured arguments, views, opinions, and reasoned
judgements.
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10/9 8/7 Good interactive atmosphere. Operates confidently on rehearsed
issues as well as unfamiliar territory. Responds to unexpected
questions with a good degree of spontaneity, using direct, unprepared,
ad hoc comments. May use some prelearned statements appropriately
in context.

Appropriate level of fluency and initiative. Feel of 'natural' exchange
despite occasional hesitation.

Good flow of information including views /opinions, despite some
obliqueness in presenting arguments. Able to assimilate and comment
on facts and concepts. May ask for clarification, or rephrase some
unsatisfactory responses

8/7 6/5 Interaction and spontaneity limited, some questions not fully
understood but may be clarified. Able to operate confidently on familiar
ground but has difficulty responding to unexpected questions and/or
when challenged. Tendency to be reactive rather than proactive and to
answer obliquely. Over-reliance on prepared material.

Fair degree of fluency with some pauses to 'think'. Conscientious
'learner', who (still) lacks practice and pace and relies on extensively
prepared material in order to maintain fluency.

Maintains acceptable flow of information but tends to present facts
rather than views and opinions. Some reliance on pre-learned material
with mixed information content that lacks focus and tends to exceed the
scope of the question asked.

6/5 4/3 Little spontaneity or natural interaction in a range of linguistic
settings. Understanding limited: relies heavily on prepared statements
which may not match the question and are usually repeated when
candidate is challenged /asked for clarification. Short answers
predominate, with little scope for expansion.

Fluency limited through lack of understanding, limited range of lexis
and idiom; imperfect recall of memorised answers.

Acceptable flow of information but largely without substance, May
attempt to draw some comparisons, sometimes inappropriately. Some
repetition of 'learned' key statements without genuine argument
/understanding.

4/3 2/1 No spontaneity. Able to operate interactively in undemanding
everyday situations only. Frequent misunderstandings. Responses
restricted to well rehearsed material and description, often triggered by
key words rather than the substance of the question. Unable to clearly
formulate views /opinions /future plans, or to present an argument.

Lacks fluency. Pronounced hesitations, patchy. Short standard
responses may generate semblance of fluency, examiner may have to
resolve embarrassing silences.

Limited flow of information. May only present one or two unrelated
aspects of issue under discussion or in stimulus material.
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2/1 0 Examiner unable to establish meaningful exchange. Many questions
unanswered owing to lack of understanding - though some very
elementary communication still possible. Excessive use of prelearned
statements out of context.

Very hesitant with long pauses. Constructs elementary sentences
word for word. Frequent assistance by examiner.

Inadequate /inappropriate responses. due to serious lack of
common, everyday vocabulary, no information of any substance
conveyed. Intelligible responses tend to be very short standard
phrases, prelearned and frequently used inappropriately. Difficult to
follow gist.

0 Total lack of communicative skills. Examiner unable to establish
/maintain exchange on any issue. Line of questioning has to be
abandoned frequently because the answers are either unintelligible or
do not relate to the question, indicating fundamental lack of
understanding.

No fluency, no cohesive sentences.

No relevant information conveyed. Largely unintelligible except
straightforward information.

N.B. These marks will be weighted for AS by the factor of 2:

AS: 20x2=40 Listening/understanding (+10 pronunciation) =50 AO1
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Accuracy (AO3)

AS A2

5 Excellent command of grammar and syntax. Consistently correct use
of tenses, despite a few errors, some corrected. High degree of
accuracy.

5 4 Evidence of sound grasp of grammar and syntax in a good range of
structures. Occasional errors, more frequent in abstract contexts or
when arguing a case (i.e. when complex structures are required). They
tend to detract from an otherwise convincing performance.

4 3 In spontaneous responses, the main principles of grammar are applied
in concrete contexts. A number of errors may be repeated and may
indicate a particular weakness (genders, pronouns, verb endings,
tenses, agreement). Prepared responses stand out as almost error-
free.

3 2 A degree of accuracy is evident in brief factual statements only, except
in pre-learned responses where accuracy is sound. High incidence of
elementary errors. Few, if any compound tenses.

2 1 Very limited evidence of basic grammatical rules applied in short
spontaneous utterances only (statements, affirmation, negation).
Frequent, recurring errors, except in prepared responses. May appear
careless.

1 0 Rudimentary grasp only of basic grammar, evident in just one or two
short responses. Fragmented, incomplete sentences. One-word
answers. No sense of structure or patterns. Meaning unclear.

0 No evidence of understanding linguistic principles.
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Range and Idiom (AO3)

AS A2

5 Wide, at times adventurous range of appropriate structures and lexis.
Firm grasp of target language idiom, applied with high degree of
sophistication. Able to adapt to changing linguistic demands and to
handle a variety of appropriate structures with ease. Assured sense of
register. Uses language imaginatively to achieve desired effect.
Evidence of style, nuance.

5 4 Good range of structures and lexis to suit a variety of unforeseen
linguistic situations, but some limitation in abstract contexts Able to
readjust range and idiom as the discussion develops, when
characteristic target language structures are used with a degree of
confidence. Reasonable feel for register appropriate to the situation.
Less common topic-specific vocabulary used to good effect.

4 3 Able to use a limited range of structures and lexis in unprepared
responses. Range of tenses limited but sound. Evidence of some
mother tongue interference. Some vocabulary lacking or used
inappropriately. Misplaced jargon/ colloquialisms in ad hoc
responses. Prepared responses tend to reflect a wider range.

3 2 Mixed performance: Confident use of a range of patterns in well
rehearsed situations. However, unprepared responses lack variety
and tend to reflect no more than basic idiomatic usage, with
spontaneous use of structures, subordinate clauses and lexis limited
to the most common. Short sentences predominate; but some pre-
learned extended responses may be used appropriately in context.

2 1 Range of structures and lexis adequate only for transactional use
/factual statements in everyday situations. High incidence of native
language interference, few target language patterns except in
prelearnt responses.

1 0 Elementary grasp of idiomatic usage. Brief responses, applied in
familiar contexts. Tends to confuse registers. Present tense,
irrespective of question asked. Uses infinitive indiscriminately.

0 Virtually no understanding of linguistic principles - strings words
together randomly. Vocabulary and structures inadequate for the job.
Largely unintelligible.
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Pronunciation and Intonation (AO1)

AS A2

10/9 10/9 Convincing performance of a non-native speaker. High level of
authenticity in producing the characteristically target language sounds.
Pronunciation still slightly affected by the mother tongue, but without
any outstanding, identifiable errors. Delivery fluent. Intonation follows
target language sentence patterns with a ring of authenticity. Very few
lapses. Correct pronunciation of all non-English /non-Welsh phonemes.

8/7 8/7 Clear evidence of the candidate being reasonably familiar with target
language sound system and trying to pronounce all sounds correctly.
A few lapses and one or two errors which may be repeated, but these
are not obtrusive. Although some English/ Welsh interference is
evident in intonation the overall impression is nevertheless convincing.
All utterances are intelligible.

6/5 6/5 Satisfactory performance. Candidate clearly makes an effort to
pronounce foreign sounds correctly, though not always successfully. A
number of errors related to the characteristic sounds of the target
language, some persistent. Intonation tends to be coloured by mother
tongue. Some responses difficult to understand.

4/3 4/3 Unconvincing performance, unauthentic, no sign of the candidate trying
to imitate foreign sounds and/or intonation patterns correctly. Frequent
errors in pronunciation, diction and intonation cause
misunderstandings. Some responses unintelligible.

2/1 2/1 Virtually unable to break away from English/ Welsh mould in
pronunciation and intonation, causing serious problems in
communication. Few redeeming features, may attempt to reproduce
one or two of the 'non-English /non-Welsh' sounds correctly. Little or no
awareness of the 'otherness' of the foreign sound system and
intonation patterns.

0 0 No evidence of correct pronunciation and Intonation. Frequently
unintelligible.
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Essay mark scheme Unit 2

Understanding/Quality of Response (AO2) (multiplied by 2 for total out of 20)

10/9 Full, direct response, clearly structured, systematic and coherent, showing
intelligence, judgement/knowledge/imagination.

8/7 Most of the above characteristics, but lacks flair/imagination. Able to focus on central
aspects under discussion and respond appropriately, but not exhaustively. Argument
well presented/shaped/supported; little or no obliqueness.

6/5 Some sense of shape and direction, but lacks focus on central theme(s); some
originality/independence of thought, but also deviation/triviality; tends to supplement
pre-learned information which is not directly related to the given context.

4/3 Fair degree of misunderstanding/misinterpretation of materials and/or questions.
Little of substance, some second-hand ideas, but lacks overall organisation.
Confused remarks/statements, meaning unclear.

2/1 Little or no indication that the scope of the task has been understood. Rambling,
disjointed, leading nowhere; information presented for no apparent purpose; narrow
in scope; prone to irrelevance.

0 Nothing of value presented, responses/statements out of context. Appears to have
no connection with the task at hand.
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Accuracy (AO3)

10/9 Evidence of sound grasp of grammar and syntax. Occasional errors, some of which
may be repeated, indicating a particular weakness.

8/7 The basic principles of grammar are applied in factual contexts, but the level of
accuracy tends to suffer in abstract, argumentative use of the target language. A
number of recurring errors (genders, pronouns, verb endings, tenses, agreement)
tend to detract from an otherwise convincing performance. Limited range of
subordinate clauses.

6/5 A degree of accuracy is evident in brief factual statements only, usually in pre-
learned responses. Few, if any compound tenses. High incidence of elementary
errors.

4/3 Erratic use of simple grammatical forms in a few straightforward utterances. May
appear careless.

2/1 Rudimentary grasp of basic grammar evident in short main clauses. Frequent
serious errors, fragmented and incomplete sentences. No sense of structure.
Meaning unclear.

0 No evidence of understanding linguistic principles. Strings words together. Frequent
elementary errors.

Range and Idiom (AO3)

5 Good range of structures and vocabulary to suit a variety of linguistic situations, but
some limitation in abstract contexts. Appropriate use of French/German/Spanish
structures. Reasonable feel for register appropriate to the situation. Less common
topic-specific vocabulary used to good effect.

4 Able to use a limited range of structures appropriately. Range of tenses limited but
sound. Evidence of some English/Welsh structures used inappropriately. Some
vocabulary lacking or used inappropriately.

3 Evidence in straightforward factual contexts of understanding some basic principles
of idiomatic usage. Range of structures and vocabulary limited to the most common.
Short sentences predominate, but some pre-learned phrases used appropriately.

2 Range of structures and vocabulary adequate only for factual statements. Evidence
of a sense of grammatical structure only in short phrases.

1 Elementary grasp of idiomatic usage. Brief responses, applied in familiar contexts.
Tends to confuse registers. Main verbs in present tense, irrespective of task set.

0 Virtually no understanding of linguistic principles. Vocabulary and structures
inadequate for the job. Largely unintelligible for native speakers without knowledge
of English/Welsh.
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Essay Mark Scheme Unit 4

Quality of Response (AO2)

15-13 Full and direct response to the question set. Able to focus on the task immediately
and without deviation. Clear organisation, systematic and coherent. Shows excellent
command/judgement in the use of source material. Imaginative approach, Clear
viewpoint, sense of purpose and analysis. Concise, matching exposition/conclusion.
Argument fully supported by evidence.

12-10 Competent, but lacks some flair, imagination, sparkle, analysis. Sound argument, not
always exhaustive, with appropriate examples to illustrate a point; a little
obliqueness, a few relevant conclusions not drawn or poorly supported by evidence;
some inappropriate description. But generally well balanced and supported, coherent
exposition/conclusion.

9-7 Some sense of direction and some originality, but also some deviation/triviality.
Insufficient focus on central aspects of the task. Strong tendency to describe rather
than analyse, and to supplement pre-learned information which is not directly related
to the given context. But also some independence of thought. Occasional mismatch
between argument and evidence/information; inappropriate/unconvincing
conclusions.

6-4 Some sense of shape, but with flaws and lack of purpose. Limited success in trying
to answer specific points. Confused responses/comments tend to distort/dissipate the
argument presented. Repeated misunderstandings/misinterpretations of materials
and/or questions. Some second-hand ideas. General lack of analysis and overall
organisation. Argument unclear, poorly supported by evidence.

3-1 Little or no indication that the scope of the task has been understood. Response
rambling, disjointed, leading nowhere; information presented for no apparent
purpose, important aspects/evidence ignored; pre-learned/'adapted' passages, poorly
incorporated; narrow scope, largely irrelevant.

0 Totally unfocused. Responses/statements out of context. Barely more than a list of
disconnected items. Little connection with the task in hand.
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Knowledge of film/book/region (AO1, AO2)

10-9 Candidate is thoroughly familiar with the chosen film/book/region. Answers, views
and statements demonstrate sound factual knowledge and judgement. Able to
draw easily on source material relevant to support a view or argument or to
compare/contrast aspects of the subject under discussion.

8-7 Evidence of good factual knowledge and judgement despite one or two
inconsistencies in presenting particulars from film/book/region studied. Evidence
of good scope of sources studied, with no significant misrepresentation of facts.

6-5 Evidence of some general knowledge with limited factual detail of film/book/region
studied, focused on content rather than judgement. Candidate may confuse
certain aspects because they have been 'learned' without being fully assimilated.
Prone to misrepresentation/misinterpretation of facts. Views and opinions, such as
there are, tend to be unsupported by evidence.

4-3 Superficial knowledge, confused presentation of unrelated facts which may have
little or nothing to do with the subject under discussion and may lead to
misunderstanding/misinterpreting certain issues or questions. No evidence of a
range of sources studied. Some inappropriate vocabulary, repetition of 'learned'
key statements without genuine argument/understanding

2-1 Distinct lack of factual knowledge, lack of corresponding vocabulary. No evidence
that the film/book/region has been studied in any depth, neither in
French/German/Spanish or the mother tongue. May present pre-learned isolated
statements out of context, incorrect references to names or places. Frequent
misunderstandings.

0 No information conveyed that is relevant to the task in hand, no evidence that
film/book/region has been studied.
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Accuracy (AO3)

10/9 Excellent command of grammar and syntax. Consistently correct use of language
despite a few errors, some corrected. High degree of accuracy.

8/7 Evidence of sound grasp of grammar and syntax. Occasional errors, some of which
may be repeated, indicating a particular weakness.

6/5 The basic principles of grammar are applied in factual contexts, but the level of
accuracy tends to suffer in abstract, argumentative use of the target language. A
number of recurring errors (genders, pronouns, verb endings, tenses, agreement)
tend to detract from an otherwise convincing performance. Limited range of
subordinate clauses.

4/3 A degree of accuracy is evident in brief factual statements only, usually in pre-
learned responses. Few, if any compound tenses. High incidence of elementary
errors.

2/1 Very limited evidence of applying basic grammatical rules. Erratic use of simple
grammatical forms in a few straightforward utterances. May appear careless.

0 Rudimentary grasp of basic grammar evident in short main clauses only.
Fragmented and incomplete sentences. No sense of structure. Meaning unclear.

Range and Idiom (AO3)

10/9 Wide, at times adventurous range of appropriate structures and vocabulary. Firm
grasp of French/German/Spanish idiom. Able to adapt to changing linguistic
demands and to handle a variety of appropriate structures with ease. Assured sense
of register. Uses language imaginatively to achieve desired effect. Evidence of style,
nuance.

8/7 Good range of structures and vocabulary to suit a variety of linguistic situations, but
some limitation in abstract contexts. Appropriate use of French/German/Spanish
structures. Reasonable feel for register appropriate to the situation. Less common
topic-specific vocabulary used to good effect.

6/5 Able to use a limited range of structures appropriately. Range of tenses limited but
sound. Evidence of some English/Welsh structures used inappropriately. Some
vocabulary lacking or used inappropriately.

4/3 Evidence in straightforward factual contexts of understanding some basic principles
of idiomatic usage. Range of structures and vocabulary limited to the most common.
Short sentences predominate, but some pre-learned phrases used appropriately.

2/1 Range of structures and vocabulary adequate only for factual statements. Evidence
of a sense of grammatical structure only in short phrases.

0 Elementary grasp of idiomatic usage. Brief responses, applied in familiar contexts.
Tends to confuse registers. Main verbs in present tense, irrespective of task set.
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