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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Rationale 

 
The Welsh Joint GCE Sociology Specification has been drawn up by a team of serving 
teachers and examiners of AS/A2 Sociology. 
 
We recognise that Sociology as a subject has grown and developed since its introduction as 
an A level specification.  
 
Our aims are: 

• To limit the curriculum content so that it is manageable 
• To recognise that the content of a sociology curriculum should be flexible enough to 

acknowledge social change because it reflects the nature of society itself  
• To provide alternative routes through the specifications so that centres may tailor 

courses to suit the needs of students 
• To emphasise recent changes in sociology 
• To develop candidate understanding of the nature of British society at the turn of the 

millennium 
• To encourage an overview of issues of global and national significance 
• To look at social structures as well as to explore the understanding that sociology can 

bring to the individual concerned with his or her place in society. 
 
Our intention is to provide parity of content and testing procedures for each of the units 
within the modules so that teachers can choose to follow a route through the course that 
would suit their student and institutional needs. 
 
We are responsive to teacher concerns and welcome constructive feedback from centres 
and students who are following our specifications. 
 

 
In designing the specification, the following elements of good practice in the delivery of 
Sociology at AS/A level have been borne in mind: 
 

• Collaboration between students – There should be opportunities for students to work 
in such a way as to support their own and each other’s learning. 

• Collaboration with staff – There should be opportunities for students to work with their 
teaching staff 

• Active learning techniques 
• Independent learning 
• Organised and planned teaching 
• Prompt feedback to students 
• High expectations of student achievement 
• Respect for different ways of learning 
• An awareness of key skills including the wider skills 
• The need to reflect upon topics studied and students’ own life experiences 
• Respect for other cultures 
• Moral and ethical awareness should be encouraged 
• The importance of life long learning  
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Overview of the Specification 
 
 

Unit Specification content Examination mode 

Compulsory core testing 
understanding of processes of 
socialisation 

Stimulus question Unit SY 1 
Acquiring Culture 
 
60 minutes written 
paper Choose from one of the following 

three options: 
1. Family and Culture 
2. Youth Culture 
3. Community and Culture 

Two part extended writing 
question 

Compulsory question testing 
understanding of research methods  

Stimulus question Unit SY 2 
Understanding 
culture 
 
90 minutes written 
paper 
 
 

Choose from one of the following 
three options: 

1. Education 
2. Mass Media 
3. Religion 

Two part extended writing 
question 

Unit SY 3 
Understanding 
power and 
inequality  
 
60 minutes written 
paper 

Choose from one of the following 
three options: 

1. Understanding Crime  
2. Understanding Politics 
3. Understanding Health and 

Disability 

Two part extended writing 
question  

Compulsory core testing application 
and evaluation of theory of research 
methods 

Compulsory question related 
to research design and 
methodology based on one of 
two possible scenarios 

Unit SY 4 
Understanding 
social divisions 
 
120 minutes written 
paper Choose from one of the following two 

options: 
 

1. World Sociology 
2. Social Inequalities 

One question from a choice 
of two options. 
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Changes to the specification for delivery in September 2008 

 
The key changes are: 
 

• There will be no coursework option. All assessment is by written examination. 
 

• The content has been expanded and clarified in each option for the benefit of 
teachers and for students. 

 
• Note that Understanding Health and Disability is now an option on the SY 3 paper 

and is therefore an A2 topic. 
 

• The Mass Media will now be tested at AS level in SY 2 
 

• Research Methods will be tested at AS and A2 level in compulsory core questions. 
 

• Synopticity is examined in both Units SY 3 and SY 4, and is therefore present in both 
A2 units. Synopticity is defined as drawing together knowledge, evidence and skills in 
different aspects of the course. It involves the explicit understanding of the 
connections between: 

o One or more of the substantive areas of sociology (with reference to class, 
gender, age, ethnicity and locality)  

o The nature of sociological thought (with reference to theory) 
o Methods of sociological enquiry 
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2. DELIVERING THE SPECIFICATION 
 
The emphasis in delivering the specification should be on contemporary debate and recent 
study. In order to support teachers, much of the suggested additional reading is drawn from 
recent publications.  
 
Stimulus material for questions will be drawn from a variety of sources, including recent 
editions of Social Trends and from research and journals relevant to the subject of each 
option.  
 
It is expected that candidates should be familiar with the content of serious newspapers and 
publications such as Social Trends and Sociology Review. Candidates will not be required 
to be aware of any specific research articles; however, they should be able to draw on such 
material in order to provide supporting evidence for answers. 
 
The focus of the course should be on considering issues relevant to contemporary society. 
Debates may then be studied in the light of modern sociological understanding and 
developing knowledge of methodology, research and theory. 
 
It is suggested that teachers may wish to prepare candidates by adopting a case study 
approach where possible. In this way candidates will gain transferable sociological and key 
skills that can be applied to any analysis of a sociological concern.  
 
The questions on the synoptic paper will require candidates to be aware of some of the 
wider social debates taking place with reference to world sociology or social inequality.  
 
An in-depth understanding of political issues will not be necessary to succeed in the synoptic 
paper, but candidates will be better prepared for the final paper if they have been presented 
with a variety of materials which show the contribution that recent sociology has to make to 
areas of public and policy debate such as education, health care, welfare, redistribution of 
wealth, and affirmative action as applied to the synoptic topic of choice. 
 
 




