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1. Introduction

Welcome. This is the March update of the AS/Advanced Geography Bulletin following the winter examination series.  Please refer back to the December Bulletin for earlier information. 
2. Examinations Winter Series 2010 

The Examiners’ Reports are now available. 

These aim to provide important and constructive comment on the performance of candidates, particularly in G3 and G4.  Any enquiries after results should be made through the examinations officer in the centre.

Unit data is available via the secure website and should provide important diagnostic analysis at both centre and candidate level.  Your examinations officer will be able to access this site.
The following is a summary of the grade thresholds for January 2010 that are included in the Examiners’ Reports:

Grade Thresholds January 2010
	
	Maximum

Mark
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	Entry
	Mean
	SD

	G1
	75
	47
	42
	37
	32
	27
	2535
	37.4
	9.3

	G2
	75
	49
	44
	39
	34
	29
	1619
	39.8
	10.1

	G3
	75
	50
	44
	38
	33
	28
	2412
	41.7
	10.4

	G3A
	50
	34
	30
	26
	23
	20
	
	29.1
	8.0

	G3B
	25
	16
	14
	12
	10
	8
	
	12.7
	4.0

	G4
	80
	53
	47
	41
	35
	30
	337
	46.2
	12.0


G3 

A large cohort of 2412 candidates entered for G3 in January 2010 and this has enabled examiners to gain a representative view of candidate performance. Centres are advised to take careful note of the comments in the Examiners’ Reports for both sections of the paper at this initial stage in the assessment. 
The topic areas for G3 (B) will remain the same for June 2010 although the questions will focus on different aspects of enquiry.   Candidates who wish to resit G3 in June have to sit both Section A and Section B. The unit data, which is available by candidate and centre is available on the secure website and may help to highlight any performance issues.
New topics for 2011 are listed below and we hope to issue topics for 2012 during next term to facilitate planning by centres. We will provide some examples of titles relating to the 2011 topic areas before the end of this term.
 G3 Section B   Research Topic Areas for January and June 2011
SECTION B:  RESEARCH – TOPIC AREAS

	Research Theme
	Topic Area

	G3.2.1

Geography of Crime
	The perception of crime. 

	G3.2.2

Deprivation
	Patterns of deprivation.

	  G3.2.3

Geography of Disease
	Physical environments and disease.

	G3.2.4

Environmental Psychology
	Human well-being in relation to the environment.

	G3.2.5

Leisure & Recreation
	The impact of a sports venue.

	G3.2.6

Microclimates
	Valley microclimates.

	G3.2.7

Atmospheric & Water Pollution
	Causes and consequences of a pollution incident.

	G3.2.8

Geography of Retailing
	Issues in central shopping areas.

	G3.2.9

Rivers
	Human influence on river flow.

	G3.2.10

Small Scale Ecosystems
	Human impact on a small scale ecosystem.


WJEC will advise on proposals for research titles based on the topic areas. 

Enquiry Approach



mailto:raye.scott@wjec.co.uk
G4
The pre-release material for G4 June 2010 is available on the WJEC website and has been sent out to centres that have entered candidates.

In response to requests from some teachers at INSET last March 2009, we decided to issue one copy of the materials for each candidate for pre- release and a new copy during the examination. The pre-release version is easily identified by its yellow cover and may not be taken into the examination.  
These pre-release resources relate to Theme 2 Water Supply and Theme 3 Sustainable Energy. The resources provide the basis for questions in Section A.  There will be four questions in Section A. Questions 1-3 are out of 10 marks and Question 4 is out of 25 marks. 
In Section B there will be one 25 mark question focused on one of the remaining two themes, Sustainable Food Supply or Sustainable Cities. This question will assess the ability of candidates to draw on their knowledge and understanding of G4 and other studies in Geography.
It is possible for candidates to access the full range of marks in Section A by focusing on the material given, although further research may enhance knowledge and understanding. A clear grasp of the conceptual framework of each of the four themes is essential preparation for this paper and centres are advised to focus case study material on examples that illustrate the four key questions in each of the themes. Content overload should be avoided as it may detract from the overview of the key questions. Questions will not focus on an individual resource as in the AS questions. 
Centres are reminded that there is no requirement to access all the websites listed in the Resource Folder; or carry out further research on the pre-release materials. However, any such relevant inclusion is to be encouraged and credited. 

The functionality of web sites is an inevitable result of the fact that papers are produced almost two years in advance; these are agreed by a Question Paper Evaluation Committee, after which they are signed off for printing. At this stage, there is no guarantee as to the ‘longevity of the site’ and this is a fundamental limitation of any web-based research.
The command words that will be used in the questions will be: outline; explain; assess; to what extent; discuss.  Please refer to the glossary of command words on the website. 

3. Specification Availability 

	June 2010

Legacy  specifications 

No units offered. No certification possible.

New specifications 

All AS and A2 units available. Certification of AS and A level possible.



	IMPORTANT

Could teachers please check that candidates have been entered using the correct subject and option code as shown below? (W1 – Welsh Medium)

	AS/A Subject Entry Codes

G1                              1201

G2                              1202

AS ‘Cash in’ entry    2201

G3                              1203

G4                              1204

A ‘Cash in’ entry       3201
	Option Code

	
	01 or W1

	
	01 or W1

	
	

	
	01 or W1

	
	01 or W1

	
	


Please note that the scripts for G3 A and G3 B go to different examiners.
4. Key Dates (2010)

	Summer Series
	

	G1 (1201)
	21 May am

	G2 (1202)
	25 May pm

	G3 (1203)
	21 June pm

	G4 (1204)
	29 June am

	Results for June 2010 examination issued to centres
	19 August 

	Final Date for applications for advance photocopies of June 2010 GCE scripts, and for Priority Service 2 Enquiries about Results
	27 August


5. Resources

We still get enquiries about resources to support the specification. A reminder that the following are now available:

· The Teachers’ Guide, Parts 1 and 2, lists resources for individual themes and these often include texts on specific topics with more in depth content. Please contact us if you have difficulty accessing any of the resources or if you identify any new resources that can be added. 

· Philip Allan Updates are publishing a series of Student Unit Guides for G1, G2, G3 and G4.  Each text has a strong WJEC input from the Principal Examiners and others who have an expertise in examining. G2 and G3 are planned for the GA conference in April. G4 will be available in September.
· In April the GA is publishing an A level Guide, Emerging Superpowers: China and India.  This guide traces the emergence of China and India as the superpowers of the future and the challenges posed. 
· Geography AS & A2, Revision Express , Pearson-Longman 2008, ISBN 078-1-4082-0657-7,  a revision guide, relevant to our specification which is targeted at parental purchase rather than school use. 

· AS-Level Geography The Revision Guide  CGP 2008, ISBN 978 1 84762 135 1  covers many of the topics in the specification. 

A/AS Materials on NGfL Cymru (National Grid for Learning Cymru)

Interactive resources linked to the Teachers’ Guide are available on www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk . NGfL Cymru is available to all teachers throughout the UK. 
	Specification
	Development

	AS 

G1

Theme 2

Changing Physical Environments
	Materials dealing with Hydrological change have been on the website for a while.  Recently uploaded are a series of materials to promote discussion and thinking relating to Tectonic processes (Key Questions 2.2 and 2.3)  Also included is a detailed case study of the Sichuan Earthquake and its consequences.

	AS 

G2

Theme 2

Investigating Settlement change in MEDC’s
	Eighteen activities relating to all Key Questions in this unit and including detailed case studies of the development of Liverpool, and a village in North East Wales.  The materials are highly visual and are designed for whole class use with a whiteboard or digital projector.  The materials are now being monitored by geography teachers before publication.  Welsh versions are being prepared and will be published with the English version. 

	A2

G3

Section A

Theme 4

Development


	Ceredigion Geography Working Group and NGfL Cymru  are developing a series of interactive resources to promote discussion dealing with each Key Question within the theme.  Materials relating to Key Question 1.1 - 1.4 are already on line in Welsh and English with 1.5 and 1.6 to be published shortly.  A comprehensive set of notes relating to the resources are also being proof read at the moment. 


In Development:  AS, G1,  Theme 1,  Investigating Climate Change.

Being authored:  AS, G2, Theme 1, Investigating Population Change.

All completed by the summer. All available in Welsh and English and can be accessed by following: Teaching Resources > A/AS > Geography > WJEC Geography [Click here]
6. Continuing Professional Development (INSET)
INSET will in future be known as CPD.

The CD Rom based on the October 2009 INSET is still available on request.
The next A Level CPD dates for Autumn 2010 are given below.  An agenda will be available on the website during the summer term.

	Location
	Date
	Time

	London
	Monday 27 September 2010
	10.00 am – 3.30 pm

	Exeter
	Tuesday 28 September 2010
	10.00 am – 3.30 pm

	*Swansea
	Monday 4 October 2010
	10.00 am – 3.30 pm

	Cardiff
	Tuesday 5 October 2010
	10.00 am – 3.30 pm

	*North Wales
	Monday 11 October 2010
	10.00 am – 3.30 pm

	Birmingham
	Tuesday 12 October 2010
	10.00 am – 3.30 pm


*Welsh Medium Provision
Application forms are available on the website www.wjec.co.uk Completed forms should be sent to the INSET Unit, WJEC, 245 Western Avenue, Cardiff CF5 2YX or inset@wjec.co.uk
Please contact us with any queries.

Raye Scott




Steve James

Subject Officer: AS/A Geography

Subject Support Officer: AS/A mailto:raye.scott@wjec.co.uk

            mailto:steve.james@wjec.co.uk
Telephone (029) 20265158


Telephone (029) 20265029

Fax (029) 20575994



Fax (029) 20575994

DISCLAIMER

Internet communications are not secure and therefore WJEC does not accept legal responsibility for the contents of this message. Any views or opinions expressed in this message are solely those of the author and not necessarily those of WJEC, unless otherwise specifically stated.

Please note that WJEC may intercept incoming and outgoing email communications.

YMWADIAD

Nid yw cyfathrebiadau rhyngrwyd yn ddiogel ac felly nid yw CBAC yn derbyn cyfrifoldeb

cyfreithiol am gynnwys y neges hon. Safbwyntiau neu farn yr awdur yn unig yw'r rhai a fynegir  yn y neges hon ac nid ydynt o angenrhaid yn adlewyrchu safbwyntiau neu farn CBAC, oni nodir

hynny'n benodol. Gofynnir i chi nodi y gall CBAC atal cyfathrebiadau e-bost mewnol neu allanol.

